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ABSTRAKT

Tato prace se zabyva vnimanéarnochi bilymi Jizany v obdobi rasové segregace, 1876-
1965. Prace obsahuje shrnuti historickych souwistbbsnimanicernochi pied oldanskou
valkou, dale se zabyva vnimanigernochi bilymi Jizany v obdobi Rekonstrukce,
béloSskou nathzenosti, odporemeélmchi viaci miSeni ras, &ely segregace i protesty proti

desegregaci.

Klicova slova: BloSska nathzenost,cernoSi, segregai zakony, vnimani, rasismus,

segregace, bili Jizane.

ABSTRACT

This bachelor thesis deals with white Southerngesteptions of blacks during the Jim
Crow era, 1876-1965. The thesis contains a summéristorical background and

antebellum perceptions. It also deals with whitet8erners' perceptions of blacks during
the Reconstruction era, white supremacy, aversiavhdes to miscegenation, purposes of

segregation, and protests against desegregation.

Keywords: White supremacy, blacks, Jim Crow lawstcpptions, racism, segregation,

white Southerners.
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INTRODUCTION

Scholars have long studied the relationship betwdates and blacks in America since the
first blacks arrived in the then-English colony Virginia in 1619. The Jim Crow era
constituted a turning point in the relations betwd@enerican whites and blacks. With the
blessing of the authorities segregation betweerivtloeraces became the norm in the U.S.
South. Information about Jim Crow laws and theestahat used the laws have already
been documented. However, not enough attention bees paid to the reasons for
segregation and to white Southerners' perceptibbtaoks during the Jim Crow era. Thus
the goal of this thesis is to identify and underdtauch perceptions in order to shed light
on why Jim Crow laws were created, why they renthimeforce so long, and why the
protests against desegregation were often so vidldimately, this thesis will suggest that
white Southerners perceived blacks as inferior t@fore and during the Jim Crow era.
This attitude combined with their conservatism thet them to resist change, caused
Southern whites to cling stubbornly to white supseynand resist any shift in the social

order in the South.
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1 BACKGROUND- HISTORY AND ANTEBELLUM PERCEPTIONS

Before dealing with white Southerners' perceptioh®lacks during the Jim Crow era,
it is first necessary to document antebellum wiiteitherners' perceptions of blacks. As
historian Edmund Morgan once stated, “We may adlmait the Englishmen who colonized
America and their revolutionary descendants wereist® that consciously or
unconsciously they believed liberties and righteusth be confined to persons of a light
complexion.” This quote demonstrates the deep dmates of racism in America. Racist
attitudes were imported to the New World togetheh whe first British colonists. The idea
of white supremacy could be found in the minds ¢iiter Americans, especially in the
South, during the time of slavery, the New Soutit #e Jim Crow era as well.

Racist utterances were not made only by ordinagpfe but also by prominent
politicians. One of them was Thomas Jefferson, whe president from 1801 to 1809. He
believed that “blacks are inferior to the whiteghe endowments both of body and mind.”
Jefferson's household also contained slaves. “Wh#arson contemplated the abolition of
slavery, he found it inconceivable that the freledyess should be allowed to remain in the
country.” This solution was accepted by the vasfonitg of Southerners as well as many
Northerners. Even to some abolitionists it seemeatceptable to free the slaves without
deporting them to Africa.

The firmness of racist attitudes are proven byetkistence of “laws [that] specifically
exonerated the master who accidentally beat higesta death, but they placed new
limitations on his punishment of 'Christian whitensants'.” Such laws made blacks not
only inferior to the whites, but they even lowetddck people to the level of mere animals,
which could be murdered as their murderers wouléinke punished.

The advocates of racism could be found even ammbaogch members. Preachers often
claimed that slaves should obey their masters witlppotest. They also interpreted the
Bible in favor of slavery. Several doctrines cladnéhat blacks were predestinated for
slavery by God. One pronounced that blacks wereemhelants of Cain and were cursed by

God. According to some preachers, black skin ingptfeat blacks were not human beings

! Edmund S. Morgan, “Slavery and Freedom: The Araeriearadox, The Journal of American
History 59, no. 1 (June 1972): 7.

2 Charles H. Wesley, “The Concept of Negro Infetipin American Thought,"The Journal of
Negro History25, no. 4 (October 1940): 545; Morgan, “Slavamyg &reedom,” 12.

% Morgan, “Slavery and Freedom,” 26.
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or that they were inferior human beings and shalddy white men. As a result blacks
found few protectors even in church. Nor did thaydfmuch protection from Southern
state governments.

In 1835 Governor George McDuffie told the Souttrd@ina General Assembly that
“the Negroes were 'destined by providence' foresfaand that this was made evident not
only by the color of their skin but also by 'theteitectual inferiority and natural
improvidence of this race'. They were, he indicaledfit for self-government of any kind,'
and 'in all respects, physical, moral, and politiceerior to millions of human race.” The
opinion that blacks were fated to slavery was vddeead and generally accepted.
Especially in the South, it was believed that slpweas the only acceptable condition of
black people. The opinion that blacks were “unéit self-government” constituted just
another means of justification of slavery and sufgabthe idea of white supremacy and
black inferiority?

Julien J. Virey (1775-1846), a pharmacist, bub glkilosopher and author, believed
that “in mental powers, [...] Negroes were closetlie ape, also in their capacity for
imitation.” He also concluded that “the Negro ig oaly dark on the exterior parts of his
body but in even the most interior.” Virey claim#tht the brain of the blacks is black
while the brain of whites is grey. According to s Priest, an American author, “the
Negro so closely resembled the ourang-outang inphigsical being proved that the
Negroes were inferior to the whites.” Virey, Priesdd many others tried to stress the idea
of black inferiority as much as possible. Their aias also to emphasize the differences
between blacks and whites. One of the reasonsdiogdso was to justify slavery. At that
time white people believed the opinions of scholarsd their perceptions of blacks were
influenced by these opiniofis.

Scientist Samuel Morton described blacks in his kw@rania Americana
(published in 1839). He stated that blacks wergdiys, flexible, and indolent;” but also
that “their institutions are not infrequently chetexized by superstition and cruelty,” and

that “the Negroes have little invention, but strgpayvers of imitation, so that they readily

* Robert IvanovNevlastni dti Ameriky. Translated by Milada Lindforsova. Prague: Pra&821
Originally published ag’ornyje pasynki AmeriKiMoscow: Molodaja gvardija, 1978), 20-21.

® George M. FredricksorThe Black Image in the White Mind: The Debate oro-Aimerican
Character and Destiny,817-1914(Hanover: Wesleyan University Press, 1987), 46.

® Wesley, “The Concept of Negro Inferiority in Ameain Thought,” 549, 552.
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acquire mechanic arts” and that blacks also “haggeat talent for music, and all their
external senses are remarkably acute.” The peorepfiblacks as idle, superstitious, and
great musicians was common mainly during the tifslavery. “Like many scientists of
his day, Morton believed that there is a correfabetween intelligence and brain size.” He
claimed that “whites have larger skulls than ottesres and are therefore superior.” The
psychological effect is obvious- a reputable scs¢mronounced an opinion so the masses
accepted if.

Building on Morton's research, Josiah Nott clainred 848 that “the forehead of the
Negro was narrower and more receding. This madentiedectual portion of the brain
more deficient.” Nott, as well as Morton, wantedpimve that blacks were inferior to
whites on the basis of comparing the size of thiiin®

A South Carolina judge in 1852 pronounced his igpirthat when a black person
forgot or refused to get out of the way to let aiteslperson go past, they behaved
disrespectfully. According to him, such behavioulcbonot be tolerated because it violated
the principle of black inferiority which served e basis of the social order. The social
order, as well as the idea of white supremacy, espited two extremely important
principles in the history of the U.S. South andially constituted the foundation on which
Southern society was based.

During the slavery era, it was very popular to amte slavery in terms of the friendly
relationship between a master and his slaves. lrtasie published iMhe Spectatoon 6

December 1859, there was written:

The intelligent, christian slave-holder at the ®oistthe best friend of the negro.
He does not regard his bonds-men as mere chatipépy, but as human beings
to whom he owes duties. While the Northern Phangilenot permit a negro to

ride on the city railroads, Southern gentlemen ladées are seen every day, side
by side, in cars and coaches, with their faithierivants. Here the honest black

" Facing History and Ourselves, “Samuel Morton,” &aad Membership: The Eugenics Movement,
http://mwww.facinghistorycampus.org/campus/rm.n&R74E5855AECC09A85256FDEO0789C1F
(accessed March 16, 2010).

8 Wesley, “The Concept of Negro Inferiority in Ameain Thought,” 549.

° Herbert ApthekerBoj za svobodu kapitoly z djin cernosského liduTranslated by estmir
Komarek. Prague: Rovnost, 1952. Originally publiésheTo be fregNew York: International Publishers,
1948), 22-23.
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man is not only protected by the laws and publidiseent, but he is respected by
the community as truly as if his skin were wHite.

Even in this quote white skin color is marked asliktter one (“as if his skin were white”).
Blacks were perceived as human beings, thoughweeg perceived as human beings of
degraded form.

The justification of the enslavement of black pgeowas their supposed inferiority,
which was furiously advocated by the supporterslafery. The slaveholders (but not only
them) were always ready to use the concept of bil#ekiority to their own benefit. The
advocates of slavery went even so far to claimgteatery was for blacks a better condition
than freedom. Such an opinion probably originatethfthe fear of a freed black man. As
Samuel Cartwright stated in 1861, “...the negro timuem necessity, be the slave of man
or the slave of Satan.” This quote demonstrategnhgense fear of a freed black man. Not
only might they be violent, but they could also smuhe possible collapse of the social
order. To maintain the social order as it was,ithages of wild, savage, and dangerous
freed black men were propagated.

As historian George Fredrickson stated, “The motlmat bestial savagery constituted
the basic Negro character and that the loyal 'Safithoe was a social product of slavery
served to channel genuine fears and anxietiesdmyesting a program of preventive action,
while at the same time legitimizing a conditiorafféction’ for the Negro. As a slave he
was loveable, but as a freedman he would be a miwhBlacks were perceived as inferior,
however, there existed an immense fear of blabklliens and of freed slaves. Blacks
were perceived as a great threat unless they weter wontrol of a white man. Politicians,
scientists, the priests- all claimed black infetjoto preserve the white supremd®@y.

White Southerners were uncomfortable with blatks,they needed blacks as well, as
the Southern economy was based on slave laboreTaets made the relationship between
whites and blacks in the South greatly complicateal] influenced considerably their

reciprocal perceptions.

9 The Valley of the Shadow, “Freedom and Slavery}iit&/ Southerners' Defense of Slaveholding:
Article Two, http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/teachitvglassroom/proslavewsht2.html (accessed March 16,
2010).

1 Samuel Cartwright, “Negro Freedom: An Impossipilinder Nature's LawsPe Bow's Revie\80
(May-June, 1861): 651.

12 FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Mins4-55.
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2 SOUTHERN RECONSTRUCTION
After the Civil War, the Thirteenth, the Fourtdenand the Fifteenth Amendments to

the U.S. Constitution were ratified. These amendmesbolished slavery, granted
citizenship to “all persons born or naturalizedtive United States,” and granted Afican
American men the right to vote. Highly importantsathe fact that slavery was abolished
thanks to armed force. Federal troops stayed inSineth during the Reconstruction era
(1865-1877). It is important to realize that mosutherners wanted to maintain slavery,
not to emancipate blacks. However, the South Ibst €ivil War, and therefore the

Southerners had no choice but to accept these aneertsl to the Constitutioh.

According to Dr. lan Finseth, who specializes 81" tentury American and African
American literature, “the story of reconstructi@nim large measure a story of the tension
between expanding the rights of freedmen and treabed racism of Southerners and
Northerners alike.” Slaves were freed, they wesntgd citizenship and the right to vote,
but the racist attitudes of most whites did notagear. Blacks had been perceived as
inferior for centuries and whites were not ablectange their mind over night. The
emancipation of blacks came as a significant ahtbalquick change for whites, and they
simply were not able to accept the abolition ofvefs and black equality at the same
time*

Blacks were still perceived as inferior, and whistill clung to white supremacy. As a
result, whites responded to the Thirteenth Amendmath the Black Codes, “numerous
laws enacted in the states of the former Confeglera¢ in 1865 and 1866; the laws were
designed to replace the social controls of slaviigt had been removed by the
Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amesmnto the Constitution, and were
thus intended to assure continuance of white sugeghwhile at the same time securing a
steady supply of cheap labor. The South foundfiisel desperate economic situation after

the war, and it was greatly important to have sesiaf cheap labdr.

13 Aptheker Boj za svobodul 63.

14 American Studies @UVA, “The Post War Years,” Umsity of Virginia,
http://xroads.virginia.edu/~cap/SCARTOONS/caremiatnal. (accessed March 19, 2010).

5 Hollis R. Lynch, “Americans of African AncestryWorld History Center, http:/history-
world.org/black_codes.htm (accessed March 19, 2010)
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The legislatures in the South “undertook the bessnof determining the status of
freedmen in society;” and because “the legislatgsrated under certain obligations, not
all of the black codes were oppressive.” Freedmerewwermitted to own and sell property,
and also to make a contract. On the other handas prohibited to blacks to serve on
juries and provide legal testimony. Black Codeshyioibed interracial marriage and also
established segregated public facilities. Vagratays fined unemployed blacks and
consequently sent them to prison to work off tfieie, and also required licensing for non-
agricultural occupation’.

Interracial marriages were prohibited immediatefyer the abolition of slavery,
probably because of the fear of miscegenation avltutpn of the white race. The
perception of blacks as possible threat to theargmirity of whites was typical for white
Southerners, and they started to be obsessed gtidéa of a black man lusting after a
white woman. Representative of many such state lams an 1865 Georgia Statute that
made it “Unlawful for officials to issue marriagednses to persons of African descent and
the other a white person. Penalty: A misdemeanaft ¢arried a fine between $200 and
$500, or confinement in jail for three months, ottb Ministers who married such persons
also guilty of a misdemeanor, and fined betweerD&&t $1,000, or confied in jail for six
months, or both.” Mississippi went even furtherd®claring it “a felony for any freedman,
free Negro, or mulatto to intermarry with any whiterson. Penalty: Imprisonment in state
penitentiary for life.’

School segregation also occurred; A Tennessegtesttaiom 1866 created a segregated
schooling system by stating simply, “Separate sksha@equired for white and black
children”. Likewise, a state statute from 1869edat'While no citizen of Tennessee could
be excluded from attending the University of Terseeson account of his race or color, the
accommodation and instruction of persons of cot@llde separate from those for white
persons.” Other Southern states sooner or latatedehe system of segregated schooling

as well'®

16 American Studies @UVA, “The Post War Years.”

" The History of Jim Crow, “Jim Crow Laws: Missispig Jimcrowhistory.org,
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/scripts/jimcrow/insigouth.cgi?state=Mississippi (accessed February 25,
2010).

18 The History of Jim Crow, “Jim Crow Laws: Tennes&déncrowhistory.org,
http://www.jimcrowhistory.org/scripts/jimcrow/insgdouth.cgi?state=Tennessee (accessed February 25,
2010).
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The belief that blacks “would quickly die out afemancipation because they would
not work without compulsion” was widely held by wiSoutherners in 1865 and 1866,
“but such expectations obviously failed to jibetwieality and tended to be forgotten in
the political struggle which soon developed over thegro's immediate status.” White
Southerners, especially the former slaveholdersepesd blacks as idle and unable to take
care of themselves, unable to survive without thvetrol of whites-’

The federal government “sought to gain a tightgr’gon Southern reconstruction by
creating the Freedmen's Bureau, “a Federal agemasged with helping to manage and
ease the transition from slavery to freedomh& Freedmen's Bureau “set up offices in each
of the former Confederate states” and then bustsetf with “the adjudication of disputes
between blacks and whites, observation of triaisl, the arrangement of contractual labor
relationships between former slaves and ownersé Bareau also “gave a boost to
thousands of freedmen by settling families on abaed land, arranging land sales at
cheap prices, and providing livestock and equipmAata last resort, the agency simply
gave food rations to large numbers of poor and uwheyed African-Americans.”
Opponents of the Freedmen's Bureau argued that f&be that the offices provided
assistance to the unemployed” encouraged blackdétddle'.” The white Southerners’
perception of blacks as indolent appeared overoardagain. The belief that blacks would
not work without being forced to, so popular durihg time of slavery, was maintained.
On the other hand, whites offered to blacks thestvand the most dirty work, and then
paid them poorly (if at all) for their efforfs.

The former Confederate States wanted to rejoinlthn after the Civil War. The
states were also afraid of possible Federal intdéime, so they had to accept the
emancipation of blacks. In Alabama in 1867, a “tibmsonal convention included 18
African Americans who spoke against the discrinonatconstitutional and statutory
language in the existing legal system” and “the vemtion voted against mandating
segregated schooling in its constitution.” The ¢dmgon from 1868 “included an equal-
protection guarantee and also secured suffragésrigh men over 21 regardless of race”,
however, it provided only little formal legal proteon for blacks. “Even these fairly

modest reforms provoked outrage among many Densoematl conservatives, and the

19 FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Mir2B6.
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broader politics of Reconstruction contributed e formation of the Ku Klux Klan,”
which “directly targeted African Americans and theihite allies who sought to enforce
guarantees of equal political and social righits.”

The emancipation of blacks enraged the membetiseoKu Klux Klan so much that
they tortured, hanged, and killed blacks. The KKdidved in white supremacy so deeply
that it was not afraid to use the worst method®xtiring to make blacks afraid to exercise
the rights that were guaranteed them by the Coitistit

Black people had protectors in the Radicals. Thdi¢éals believed that “the negro is
fitted to exercise all the rights of the citizen exd he is, but that his remaining and
exercizing such rights, even to the extent of \gtiis necessary to make the Southern
states loyal and desirable members of the Unioh€ fact that blacks had their protectors
also in the South, evoked fear in many whites tiatSouth would not be under the control
of whites anymore. Such a future was so unacceptabthem that they fought with the
Radicals, ending in The Memphis Race Riot (May 1866) and The New Orleans Race
Riot (July 30, 1866). Forty-six blacks and two vesitwvere killed during the Memphis riot.
During The New Orleans Race Riot 100 were injuned thirty-four blacks and three white
Radicals were killed. Injury and death increasechbee white supremacy was threatened.
The fear of possible shifts in the social ordemadi as the unwillingness to abandon the
ideas of black inferiority and white superiority neehe causes of such tragedtes.

One outcome of the Memphis and New Orleans riads ¥he congressional move
toward Radical Reconstruction. “The Radical Repmabls passed a Civil Rights Bill and
the Fourteenth Amendment, guaranteeing citizenggpal protection of the laws, and due
process to former slaves.” Confederate states Viereed to ratify the Fourteenth
Amendment before being allowed to return to theddniParadoxically, the former slaves

became citizens, voters, and officeholders in gaet to the Reconstruction acts passed in

2 American Studies @UVA, “The Post War Years.”

2L Encyclopedia of Alabama, “The Rise of Legal Segtien,” Segregation (Jim Crow),
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Artidp3id=h-1248 (accessed March 18, 2010).

%2 FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Minti77; Bobby L. Lovett, “Memphis Race Riot of
1866,” The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History anitli)
http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/imagegallery.phipPB=M080 (accessed March 20, 2010); Center for
History and New Media, “New Orleans Riot of 186B6ttp://chnm.gmu.edu/courses/122/carr/riottext.html
(accessed March 20, 2010).
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response to the race riots in Memphis and elsewhéfeite supremacists were absolutely
furious because of the outcome of the riots, ag Wented slavery to be maintained, but
blacks were emancipated instéad.

Albion W. Tourgée, “who settled in North Carolimad became a judge under its
Radical regime,” claimed that “the Southern Remali Party [...] was composed largely
of impoverished blacks and lower-class whites” @nat "these men would soon find
themselves at the mercy of the large landowners,wdre in a position to apply economic
pressure and undo the reforms of Reconstructiorstoan George Fredrickson pointed
out that this actually happened: the North was ‘ifieating an increasing reluctance to
interfere- a growing desire to wash its hands a& thhole matter- Southern white
'redeemers’ toppled one Radical government aftethan between 1870 and 1877 and
established white-supremacist regimes. SouthernicR&im, [...] had no chance of
withstanding the economic, political, and paramaiit opposition of the white majority.”
Blacks had their protectors indeed. But these ptote constituted a minority of white
Southerners, while the majority believed in blackeriority, and in the need of the
disfranchisement of blacks as well. The acceptanddack emancipation could have been
characterized as very reluctant on the part of ritgjof white Southerners, and occurred
mainly because of the fear of Federal interventfon.

According to Fredrickson, “When the Reconstructimwernments foundered, many in
the North were quick to say that the blacks had that fair chance, had demonstrated
their present incapacity for self-government, andld justifiably be relegated, for time
being at least, to an inferior status.” Northerndics not believe in the equality of blacks
and whites either, and they started to use Jim Gaovg, harsh and degrading system of

segregation, which were quickly embraced by whiatBerners as weif.

% Bobby L. Lovett, “Memphis Race Riot of 1866.”
% FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Mint94-195.
% bid., 197.
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3 WHITE SOUTHERNERS' PERCEPTIONS OF BLACKS, NEW
SOUTH, 1877-1900

Federal occupation of the South ended in 1877. @ér@d of Reconstruction was
over. The South “experienced drastic economic andiak change in the post-
Reconstruction, or New South, era. The term 'Newtlgbcoined in 1874 bwtlanta
Constitution managing editor Henry W. Grady, refers to the eatic shift from an
exclusively agrarian society to one that embranedstrial development®

A shift also occurred in the South's politicalelif‘Every session of the Virginia
General Assembly from 1869 to 1891 contained Negembers. Between 1876 and 1894
North Carolinians elected fifty-two Negroes to tlogver house of their state legislature,
and between 1878 and 1902 forty-seven Negroes égenvéhe South Carolina General
Assembly.?’

A possible reason for allowing blacks to partiegpan politics could be the fear of
black revolts. Especially in the Black Belt blacianstituted a majority of inhabitants and
to prevent them to claim their rights guaranteedh®y Constitution could be extremely
dangerous for white Southerners. To be exact, i801Blacks constituted 60.3% of
inhabitants of the Black Belt states, 59.8% in 1,89@ 59.9% in 1908

The fact that the white Southerners were not ianeslowing blacks to participate in
politics, demonstrated the restrictions of blacigits, which were put into practice shortly
after the end of Reconstruction. An example ispibst-Reconstruction treatment of blacks
in Alabama: “Formal and informal policies of rep®s, such as separate public
accommodations, limited access to suffrage, anct stontrol over black labor, were put
into place between the 1870s and the 1890s, arfshAla’'s 1901 constitution rested upon

white supremacy as a basic element of governéftice.”

% Encyclopedia of Alabama, “New South Era,”
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Artidp3id=h-2128 (accessed March 18, 2010).

27C. Vann WoodwardThe Strange Career of Jim Cro@ ed. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2002), 54.

% Harry HaywoodZa osvobozenfernochi. Translated by Ki& O$ancova. Prague: Prace-
vydavatelstvo ROH, 1952. Originally publishedNegro Liberation(New York: International Publishers,
1948), 25, 29.
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White supremacy was a dogma that white Southefasrsvell as white Northerners)
were not ready and were not willing to deny. C. Wawoodward described this

phenomenon as follows:

Slavery was only one of several ways by which théevman has sought to define
the Negro's status, his ‘place,” and assure higrdimation. Exploitation of the

Negro by the white man goes back to the beginninglations between the races
in modern times, and so do the injustices and [ieta that accompany

exploitation. Along with these practices and intifiation and defense of them,
were developed the old assumptions of Anglo-Saxopeority and innate

African inferiority, white supremacy and Negro sufioation. In so far as

segregation is based on these assumptions, theréfas based on the old pro-
slavery argument and has its remote ideologicabkriothe slavery period.

Slavery was over, Reconstruction was over, buttmeept of black inferiority was still in
the minds of white Southerners (and white Northesras well). This indicates that white
Americans found racism and the idea of white supimight and unambiguous, as if they
did not, they would not keep the racist attituded dehavior, as well as the forms of
oppression of blacks.

As historian George Fredrickson put it, “the 1di870s and 1880s constituted a
transitional period in the history of Negro votirigetween the full suffrage of the
Reconstruction era and the total disfranchisemdnthe end of the century.” White
Southerners thus demonstrated that they were opfgoéemancipation of blacks, as they
guaranteed blacks their rights during as shortreogheas possible. As soon as the North
ceased to be interested in the condition of Sonthalacks, the Southern states
disfranchised blacks again and the situation ofksawith respect to their rights, was not
very different from that of slavery.

Southern whites showed a willingness to superblaeks, and to bring them up as
well. Whites were always ready to tell blacks héweyt should behave. In the 1880s in the
South the Reverend Atticus G. Haygood of Georgislethodist educator, was a “leading
intellectual exponent of an accommodationist anerpalistic attitude toward the Negro”
who “proposed a doctrine of Negro 'uplift’ undee thuidance of benevolent Southern

whites.” Haygood's perceptions of blacks refledieel perceptions of the majority of the

39 Woodward,The Strange Career of Jim Crodd.
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Southerners- blacks were seen as worse than whasssintelligent than whites, as in the
need of being taught by whites how to behave, tive better people. Haygood also
pronounced his opinion that "Negroes got all thedyof slavery” as they obtained “the
habit of labor, the English language, some knowdedf the institutions of a Christian
republic, and, as to thousands of them, the religioJesus Christ.” According to Southern
whites, blacks needed to be separated from wlates pe supervised by them as well. The
contradiction is obviou¥:

Although separation was supported by whites, uldacause problems as well. As
Fredrickson put it, absolute segregation maderi déficult for whites to control blacks:
“How could whites stimulate Negro improvement bydaexample and uplifting advice if
they had less and less contact with the black comity® The basic problem of the white
Southerners was that they wanted to control blackkto be separated from them at the
same time. It was impossible to satisfy both theshes. To lose control over blacks was
unacceptable to the white Southerners, as theybbad controlling blacks for centuries.
Blacks had been controlled by whites since theyewstported to America. They were
compelled to work on the plantations as slavesrAdtavery was finished, and blacks were
allowed to vote and serve in office (and agaitites allowed them to do so), whites
regulated the number of black politicians partitipg in politics, and finally, blacks were
disfranchised by whites. Blacks were all that tiperceived as those who had to be
controlled and supervised, as whites believed & wacessary. Supervision constituted a
way how to maintain white suprematy.

Whites were very critical of blacks during the érof slavery, and during the post-
Reconstruction era as well. Fredrickson descrilbedténsion between whites and blacks

during the New South era as follows:

The growing dissatisfaction with the blacks alsd haregional economic side, in
that the declining situation of Southern agricidteast doubt on the promise of a
general prosperity made by proponents of the 'Newtl$ and invited racist
explanations for the South's economic shortcomikRgglly, there was a growing
uneasiness about what was happening in the segdeglsick community; whites
found that the price of increasing social sepanatvas a lack of knowledge about

3 FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Min201.
%2 bid., 204-205.
* bid., 218.
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how blacks were living and what they were thinkthgt bred suspicion and fed
fears that chaos, violence, and disease would loveffom the black sector and
‘contaminate’ or debase the white commufity.

It is important to point out that only evil deedsre expected from blacks. This could be
regarded as deep-seeded prejudice. On the othdr blams of depravity of blacks were
deliberately used to keep blacks in an inferioritpms to whites, later also to justify the
disfranchisement of blacks and the fact that onhiteg had the right to make all the
decisions- in politics, in economy, in social affai

Thomas Jefferson proposed deportation of fremeksl and in the New South era this
proposal appeared again. “Deportation proposalg¢vealed an ominous tendency to use
blacks as scapegoats for the real or apparentdailf the New South program of sectional
reunion, capitalist prosperity, and benevolent /isiipremacy.” Blacks were blamed that
their “economic inefficiency [was] a cause of theush's failure to achieve the general
prosperity promised by New South spokesmen.” Th@psuers of expatriation recalled
“the extreme and ineradicable inferiority of thadks” and also “the inevitability of bitter
racial antagonism,”and argued that the only sotutibthe race problems in the U.S. South
was complete separatién.

The deportation proposals in fact pointed to thsiré of whites to live in a country
where only white people would live. As Fredrickgaut it, there existed “the persistence in
the white imagination of the impossible dream o$abte racial homogeneity,” and this
dream “tended to become vocal in the nineteenttiucgnwvhenever the racial situation
reached a certain level of tension and ambiguBjatks were perceived as those who had
caused all the problems, and to be better to detfi®

Fredrickson described in his bodke Black Image in the White Mitlde situation of
blacks which demonstrates how they were disfraechis/ the beginning of the twentieth

century:

During the 1890s, the unrealizable urge for trumbgeneity was sublimated and
put in the service of a campaign to achieve a clapproximation to the pseudo
homogeneity of the slave era. The white politicatisions of that decade,

34 \bid., 262-263.
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occasioned by the agrarian-Populist revolt agasstonservative, business-
oriented leadership, led briefly to a competition the black vote which tended to
be disastrous to the side that most openly couNMedro support because
opponents could then resort to race baiting. Ingéhd, the Negro became the
scapegoat for the political and economic tensidnthe period. The result was
legal disfranchisement, the passage of rigorous Qiow laws, new and more
horrible forms of lynching, and a series of onesdidace riots which took a heavy
toll of defenseless blacKs.

There existed many ways of justification of whitecist attitudes towards blacks, and
the worshippers of white supremacy never missedltaace to amplify their ideology: “At
home and abroad biologists, sociologists, anthapsls, [...] gave support to the doctrine
that races were discrete entities and that thel6ABgxon' or 'Caucasian’ was the superior
of them all,” and consequently “Southern politigah..] found that such intellectual
endorsement of their racist theories facilitateceptance of their views and policie§.”

Discrimination against blacks occurred also inosdimg. During the 1890s and the
early 20" century in the South there appeared two oppogiteians on the education of
blacks- there were “believers in the black-degenettaypothesis” who believed that “a
properly conceived program of black education caddtribute to the security of white
rule and those extremists who argued, in effe@tt black education of any kind was a
danger to the white community.” It is importantgoint out that for slavery and for school
segregation (and keeping blacks uneducated) exigtedsame justification- black-
degeneracy, demonstrating that whites' prejudi@nag blacks and their belief in black
intellectual inferiority were extremely perseveriagd long-lasting. George T. Winston
pronounced in his work “The Relation of the Whiteshe Negroes” an opinion that blacks
would, thanks to attendance in industrial schoolgain “good habits and good manners”
and also “respect for elders and superiors.” Detnatisg the opinion that blacks should
(and were forced to) respect whites, but never-versa. The opponents to industrial
education of blacks declared that industrial edanatprepared blacks for vocations also
coveted by lower-class whites, thus inspiring ambg that could not be realized and

setting the stage for an increase in racial cortipetiand antagonism.” Nevertheless,

37 i
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whites actually caused the racial antagonism- bgregsing blacks, degrading them,
lynching them, and murdering theth.

White supremacists thought up various reasons Wdgkb should remain uneducated.
“By 1900 the case against the very concept of bladkcation tended to become
synonymous with a peculiarly thoroughgoing and ieat application of the black-
degeneracy hypothesis.” Some researchers atterptpeobve that blacks suffered many
other defects, but lately it was proved that thadeere far from accurate or reliable. The
clearly biased scientists were able even to fakkig/ results of their research so that they
could claim that the black-degenery hypothesis nigig, but it was not®

White Southerners believed that “education fed phepensity of blacks to think
themselves the equals of whites,” and that “sualegpions inflicted serious damage on
the black psyche, with far-reaching consequenaethéentire society.” White Southerners
did not want blacks to become equal to whites. Miagted to maintain white superiority.
The belief that blacks were not able to becomeetiigal of whites as it would ruin them
psychologically was deep-seeded, and supported-ogled psychologists as well. Such a
belief served as a justification of the fact thisicks were not provided education of such a
high quality as whites and they were not given ancle to become the equal of whites, as
blacks were by various forms of oppression kepthm inferior status. The far-reaching
consequences for the entire society would be thigssin the social order which the
elevation of blacks would bring. Of course, mostited did not desire any elevations of
blacks and social order shifts.

Another attempt to keep blacks uneducated wa®imeeid by John Roach Straton, a
professor at Mercer University in Georgia, who deetl that there existed “a correlation
between the decline of illiteracy and the rise imaality.” His proofs to support this
claim were not very reliable but white Southerngese not difficult to persuade that it was
not needed to educate blacks on the same levehasswConsequently, there “was an
increasing gap between expanditures for white dthucaand what was grudgingly

vouchsafed to black schools.” Demonstrating thaippe responsible for financing the

% FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Min269-270.
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education of whites and blacks believed Stratopision, they decided not to support
blacks in their criminal behavior by spending vEitye money for their educatioff.

The signal that segregation and the use of JimvCaa/s were just at the beginning of
their long-lasting application constitut&dessy v. Fergusgra decision made by the U.S.
Supreme Court on 18 May, 1896, claiming that “safgabut equal” facilities did not
violate the U.S. Constitution (railroads in somauthern states, for instance, Mississippi,
Georgia, and Louisiana, were already made sepdetere the Plessy v. Ferguson
decision.)

Another example of racial oppression was lynchihgeemed that Southern whites
did not find such a method awful. According to Krekson, “A speaker told the
Montgomery race conference in 1900, that 'the wiaite regards the rape of white women
by Negroes not as ordinary criminality," but as aétack on the integrity of the race.” It
remains a question what the speaker meant by fiegyrity of the race.” One possibility
was the anti-miscegenation attitude and therefoeeféar of the pollution of the racial
purity of whites. White Southerners very stronglyposed miscegenation, as they were
convinced that miscegenation would cause the ddiaffahe white race®

The very strong opposition to miscegenation washaracteristic feature of the
attitudes of white Southerners. They became obdegile maintaining the purity of white
race. To secure racial purity, there existed aemays to determine if someone was black
or white: “[...] Most white southerners abided bg tone drop rule'; that is, they considered
a person with any degree of African 'blood' a Né§fo

Fredrickson pointed out that T. N. Page in hislw®he Negro: The Southerner's
Problem “explained lynching as an inevitable responsehis black rapist, although his
own statistics showed conclusively that the victias not even accused of rape in the
overwhelming majority of cases.” There existed wostification for lynching innocent
victims. The extreme brutality of lynching pointetd the absolute blinders and
immeasurable hate of the murderers. It was declagdlynching was a 'necessary evil' in
a segregated society, pending more effective mstbmaontrol the black population and

curb its ‘criminal’ tendencies.” Nevertheless, hing was not a necessary evil, it was evil

“2 FredricksonThe Black Image in the White Min2i71.
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committed because of cruelty and race hate, beaafudee desire to oppress blacks and
make them respect white power. The “efforts tg justify lynching help account for the
popularity around the turn of the century of theresbtype of the '‘Negro as beast.” The
justification of lynching blacks was that they websutal and criminal. This was
paradoxical- blacks were perceived as brutes bglpasho were able to torture, lynch, and
murder thent?

Around the turn of the century, the “propagandstgace hate” claimed that “the
Negro by nature was a criminal type.” This ideadmee very popular among the racists and
supporters of repression of blacks. It was vefluémtial to pronounce an opinion that
rights, and hence power as well, could not be gteecriminals. Pronouncing all blacks as
criminals constituted a way of disfranchising théfhe criminality of blacks served as a

justification of lynchings as well. Fredrickson caranted on this problem as follows:

Many Southern apologists [of lynching and otherexie measures to control the
black population] contended that criminal and ‘®ruendencies of the new
generation of blacks constituted the crowning amdhclusive argument for
strengthening the whole system of racial repressidre granting of political
rights, it was argued, had led to dreams of 'saegplality’ and had encouraged
blacks to expropriate white women by force. Thus ttegro's overpowering
desire for white women was often described as thgral fact legitimizing the
whole program of legalized segregation and disfi@ement'®

White Southerners' fear of miscegenation was vegpeseeded. However, it also served as
a kind of weapon used against blacks, as the feaiszcegenation was used as justification
of segregation and discrimination.

Fredrickson pointed out a very interesting paradox for white Southerners'
perceptions of blacks: “Even the most oppressed #ggdily subordinated black
sharecropper could serve as a symbol of terrath®rvhite-supremacist imagination.” The
question was if the oppression of blacks occurrechbse of white Southerners' fear of
blacks. Blacks had, after all those years of slaaed degradation, grounds for revenge.

Perhaps, this was what whites feared- the revehds#aoks. Southern whites perceived

“ Victoria E. Bynum, “White Negroes' in Segregalississippi: Miscegenation, Racial Identity,
and the Law, The Journal of Southern HistoB4, no. 2 (May 1998): 266.
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blacks as inferior and suitable for slavery, newadss, they were aware of the fact that
majority of blacks did not share their opinith.

It is necessary to mention that the image of akbtaan as a criminal, as a beast, had
its opponents among white Southerners. One of thasWJulius D. Dreher, the president of
Roanoke College, who claimed in 1889 that a blaak fis naturally docile and peacable.”
Dreher did not believe that blacks were dangerouwhites. This perception of blacks
appeared during the time of slavery, usually claiig the slaveholders who were safisfied
with the behavior of their slaves- that was, whbeaytobeyed the commands of their

masters quickly and without protéét.
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4 WHITE SOUTHERNERS' PERCEPTIONS OF BLACKS, 1900-1916
The period between 1900 and 1916 saw significaahges in the way life looked like

in the U.S. South- there occurred the trend towacdsnplete segregation and
industrialization. Also, the migration of blacksttee North began at the end of this period.
C. Vann Woodward described the spread of Jim Gaovg in the U.S. South, as well

as the changes in everyday life which the segregddws brought:

The mushroom growth of discriminatory and segregakaws during the first two
decades of this [twentieth] century piled up a hbgkk of legislation. [...] For up
and down the avenues and byways of Southern lifeeaed with increasing
profusion the little signs: 'Whites Only' or 'Caddr’ [...] Many appeared without
requirement by law — over entrances and exitsheaters and boarding houses,
toilets and water fountains, waiting rooms andetokindows*®

The railroads and schooling were already segregatddsegregation was applied to more
and more areas of human life.

Jim Crow laws extended also to employment. As @n/Woodward put it, “A large
body of law grew up concerned with the segregabbremployees and their working
conditions.” He stated also that “In most instansegregation in employment was
established without the aid of statute. And in mamgfts and trades the written or
unwritten policies of Jim Crow unionism made segtem superfluous by excluding
Negroes from employment.” Blacks were not only safga from whites, but they suffered
also job and wage discrimination. Blacks were @ffieworse job positions than whites, and
professional and higher positions were held by &gibnly. This went together with
keeping blacks uneducated and the schools desfgnétem underfinanced.

Segregation spread like a plague, especially enSbuth. “Smaller towns sometimes
excluded Negro residents completely simply by ngttit be known in forceful ways that
their presence would not be tolerated. In 1914ethegre six such towns in Texas, five in
Oklahoma, and two in Alabama.” Such terrible treztitrof blacks did not correspond with

the democratic principles on which the United StateEAmerica was based. Nevertheless,

“9Woodward The Strange Career of Jim Cro@8.
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the statements of the inferiority of blacks seresdjustification for segregation, even for
excluding them completely from some towns, as noeetil earlier?

On the other hand, in the South there appearetewinbderates who believed in the
inferiority of blacks but protested against lynahiand other brutal treatments of blacks.
Such attitude towards blacks was called “the newomnodationism.” According to
Southern white liberals, “the Negro could be madestantially better, but it was doubtful
if he could ever be raised to the level of the wif?

Charles T. Hopkins, who was a prominent white kemyom Atlanta, believed that
blacks did not deserve harsh treatment: “The Neage,” he said, “is a child race. We are
a strong race, their guardians.” He also claimed t&hristianity and humanity demand
that we [whites] treat the Negro fairly.” Hopkinglieved that blacks were harmless: “He
[the Negro] only knows those things we teach hindaoit is our Christian duty to protect
him.” Nevertheless, the proposals of the Southdriteniberals did not win the support of
the majority of white Southernets.

Some white Southerners were very far from considefiair and gentle treatment of
blacks, as was demonstrated by the Atlanta Raded®ib906, during which more than
twenty blacks were killed by white mobs. This atbrutal violence against blacks was by
far not the first in the history of the U.S. South.

All these forms of oppression of blacks- segregmatidiscrimination, lynching,
excluding them from towns- is reminiscent of thaqice later used by the Nazis against
the Jews during the Second World War. And sucleatrment of blacks was exercised in
the United States, the country that supposedlyeseas a model of democracy for the rest
of the world.

On one hand, blacks were scared of whites, ofeshd@ntagonism towards them, so
blacks might feel safer when segregated from tlogpressors. On the other hand,
segregation had to be extremely degrading for Slaak they were aware of the fact that
the whites, the superior race as they called theesewanted distance from blacks and in
fact wanted to have nothing in common with blackbus centuries of humiliation

accomplished their aim- to persuade blacks thatweze inferior, dumb, and incapable of
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self-improvement. The dogma of white supremacy badén claimed so long and so
pervasively that many blacks really believed thhtteés were the superior and more noble
race.

Whites never asked blacks what they wanted or Wieat desired whites imagined it
instead, and acted accordingly. And very often tfeeled to imagine the real needs of
blacks. Slavery was abolished because a white rhaimeoUnion wanted it. Segregation
was put into practice as a white man wanted, aadigihts of blacks were given to them
and taken away from them as a white man wished.

And then the First World War broke out. The Fivgbrld War contributed to the
development of the war industry also in the U.Se Thctories in the North needed
reinforcement of the labor force. That was the nraason of the significant migration of
blacks from the South to the North. Between theyd®15 and 1918 more than half a
million blacks left the South for the North. The md@rners did not behave in a more
friendly way towards blacks than the Southernes dne Northerners ostracized and
despised blacks as wéfl.

A setback for race relations between whites aadKsl was “The Birth of a Nation,” a
1915 film describing the period of the Civil WardaReconstuction. The film, directed by
D.W. Giriffith, was based on an anti-black novelnfrd 905, namedhe Clansman: An
Historical Romance of the Ku Klux Klaoy Thomas F. Dixon, Jr. who was a Baptist
minister, lecturer, writer, and playwright from NoiCarolina. This work was immediately
transformed by its author himself into a play nanféeg Clansmanwhich was racist,
portrayedblacks very negatively, and contributed to the suppf the KKK. The NAACP
protested against playing the film “The Birth ofNation” in the cinemas. After the
premiere of the film, there occurred riots in Bostw Philadelphia. Some cities refused to
play the film, including Chicago, Pittsburgh, Sauis, Minneapolis, or Denver.

In the film “The Birth of a Nation,” blacks are pieted as bloodthirsty brutal rapists
and murderers who prevented whites from votingrafte abolition of slavery. Southern
whites were depicted as victims of the freed bladkere occurred black mobs in the film
and pictures of blacks taking over power. This imad such a future greatly frightened

white Southerners. The worst scenario of intertac@ntact white Southerners could
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imagine- a black man wanting to rape a white wonase appears in the film, and the
white woman prefers to jump from a cliff to beirguthed by the black man who went
after her. This scene depicted black men in thesioossible way. The scene was very
influential, as it stimulated the white Southerhdesr of miscegenation. After having

watched the film, a white man killed a black teesraig Lafayette, Indiana. The film was

so influential that it even made one man kill aeothThe film caused violence in the

streets. White mobs were attacking blacks aftefilimewas released.

On the other hand, in the film the members of KK& were described as brave and
honest men, as the protectors of defenseless whiteshad been hurt by black brutes.
“The Birth of a Nation” clearly supports racism at@ KKK's ideology. The film depicts
the members of the KKK in a positive light, andates the idea that the KKK was doing
the right things and that blacks deserved suchl gguaishments like aggression and
murder.

The only positively depicted blacks were the stawho after the abolition of slavery
stayed with their former masters, blacks who weyall and obedient to their masters and
did not participate in rebellions. Such behaviorbtdcks white Southerners considered

perfect not only during the time of Reconstructibat well into the twentieth century.
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5 WHITE SOUTHERNERS' PERCEPTIONS OF BLACKS, 1917-128

The United States entered the First World War o6l 1917 with the purpose of
defeating the Germans and thereby ensuring peaEgiriope, in the name of democracy
and justice. An enormous number of soldiers wasdeein Europe, so the U.S.
government, though not very willingly, started éznuit black soldiers. These soldiers were
discriminated against in the army, even during Wa. Segregation in the army caused
such serious problems that the recruitment of Islalcd to be stopped for a while.
Nevertheless, more and more soldiers were neededropean battlefields, prompting the
U.S. government to resume recruitment of blacksacBlsoldiers constituted thirteen
percent of all American soldiers. During the invaivent of the U.S. in the First World
War, 367,000 blacks was recruited, and 200,000 heimtfought on the battlefield.
President Woodrow Wilson even promised the blakks after the war they would receive
full citizenship rights. The spokesmen of the secKu Klux Klan, however, declared that
the blacks who fought in the First World War woudd lynched if they expected the
abolition of segregation and the end of discrimoratafter their return home. Blacks
wearing American military uniforms made whites venygry. The uniform constituted a
symbol of national pride, and the white Southerpenseived blacks as absolutely unfit to
represent the United States. Southern whites warproud of black soldiers. In fact, many
whites considered blacks wearing U.S. military amifs as entirely unacceptabfe.

The actions of Americans- to declare the needdferdl democracy and to deny
democracy to its own black population- were paraciix The equal rights guaranteed to
all U.S. citizens and democracy itself obviously dot mean the same thing to the white
Americans of that time.

On 12 February, 1909, the National Association tfee Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), the civil rights organization, wimsinded. But hard times for blacks
soon followed- the response of white supremacasthé foundation of the NAACP- the
rise of the second Ku Klux Klan, which originatedGeorgia in 1915, meant real trouble
for Southern blacks. Thus, in the treatment of kdathere could be observed two
contending powers. Likewise in the perceptions lacks there could be observed two

completely different positions represented by thegeorganizations.

% lvanov,Nevlastni dti Ameriky, 80-82.
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Whites were unhappy with the NAACP, but black waterans angered them even
more. Blacks wearing uniforms reminded older whi¢enerations of Radical
Reconstruction, and provoked white radicals toenck. The members of the Ku Klux
Klan complained that blacks were being too ambgtiand arrogant, or “uppity.” One of
the leaders of the second KKK based in Georgiawknsimply as Simmons, declared in
1921 that the KKK kept “niggers” in their placer@tg aversion to any modification of
race relations also characterized the ideologhefldKK. The KKK claimed that to listen
to the requirements of blacks would cause the desbn of the racial hierarchy. Another
leader of the Georgian Ku Klux Klan, Evans, clainibdt it was not necessary to argue
about the race equality as average white Ameridahsot believe in it. Evans even went
on to argue that the author of the EmancipatiorclBneation demanded equality only for
whites. The supporters of the KKK's ideology claihhat the poverty of blacks was
caused by the race-degeneracy of blacks and déimeedormer enslavement and racial
discrimination as a possible cause of black povertye KKK characterized blacks as
“biologically inferior, incapable of participatingn democracy, criminal and immoral,
obsessed with sex and so on.” The KKK started tolmessed with the idea of a black
man lusting after a white woman. They claimed thascegenation would create a
“population of bastards.” This view could be obseheven in the antebellum era, claimed
by the so-called scientists of that period, denratisg that the attitude towards
miscegenation had not changed for a very long ame that for a very long time it was
believed that the blacks could pollute the raciaity of whites>®

White racists disliked the NAACP and black wareranhs as they both could threaten
white supremacy, and consequently the whole samiddér. Southern whites were very
conservative, and many of them were nostalgic atloeittime of slavery, when slaves
obeyed their masters and did not cause problemsth&m whites did not desire any
changes in the social order. They wanted to keepstatus of a superior, noble race for
themselves, and both the black war veterans andN&®CP could thwart whites' plans

connected with a future characterized and shapedeowhite supremacy.

¢ Nancy MacLeanPod maskou uslechtilosti: Ku-klux-klan po prvrdtevé valce Translated by
Marie Jungmannova. Prague: BB/art, 2007. Originalliglished a8ehind the Mask of Chivalrnfhe
Making of theSecond Ku Klux KlafNew York: Oxford University Press, 1994), 50, 1869, 170, 172,
173, 181, 183.
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The reaction of the Ku Klux Klan to the return r®mf the black war veterans was
terribly violent. Sixty-two lynchings occurred 918, which was twenty-four more than in
1917. The period after the First World War was gegiod of the worst and the most
terrible race antagonism towards blacks in thestdny. Seventy-seven lynchings of blacks
occurred in 1919. Ten of the victims were blaclkdsk, and some of them were lynched
in their military uniforms. Eleven blacks were buta death. From May to December 1919
twenty-six race conflicts occurred, during whicke tholice did not even try to protect black
people. These terrible acts of violence towardsKsdavere instigated by the fact that the
black soldiers wanted to gain equal rights as psenhiby the U.S. government before the
blacks were recruited. These events clearly dematesthat the white Southerners were
not willing to acknowledge the rights of blacks, sirow appreciation for their courage
fighting in the war. Most Southern whites only weohtblacks to be kept in the inferior
position, and they were capable of almost anyttinget their way’

The Great Migration of blacks continued in the A92Between 1910 and 1930 more
than one million blacks migrated to the North frtéme Black Belt states. Blacks migrated
to the Midwest and the West too, in order to sesk gpportunities and also to escape
racism, as in the South racism was extreme. Thetiogaof the Southern whites to the
migration of blacks was mixed. Mainly the businesamvho depended upon cheap labor
supported the migration of blacks to urban cent®exause of the growing labor crisis in
the South, “white businessmen and politicians inrepasigration fees on blacks” and these
fees “were enforced by state officials.” Blacks seften even arrested when caught
escaping from the South. Governor Kilby of Alabatriad to reduce the migration “by
attempting slight improvements in farming condigbior blacks. On the other hand, white
supremacists welcomed the migration of blacks andured its continuation by
“resurrecting the KKK and instituting harsher blamdes,” and “the American Federation
of Labor (AFL) began to exclude black workers frme abundance of industrial jobs with
employers like Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Camyp®®
The racial antagonism of the white supremacistsreally deep-seeded, as they so eagerly

supported the migration of blacks to the North,mgre precisely, they forced blacks to

*" lvanov,Nevlastni dti Ameriky, 83-85.
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http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Artidp3id=h-1435 (accessed March 18, 2010).
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migrate to the North by very oppressive forms dj pliscrimination. The fact that the
number of lynchings was enormous in the 1920s etsributed to the wish of blacks to
migrate to the North, as they did not feel saf¢himm South. Then the migration fees were
imposed on blacks, as whites needed blacks to wottke South. The white Southerners
manipulated blacks as they wished, and by restgdilacks from migrating to the North
they violated the freedom of movement for persdiesvertheless, the white Southerners
deprived blacks of their civil rights, and this wast one of the many ways of oppression
of blacks. The white Southerners perceived blacksinderior a fact that justified
manipulating them and telling them what they card what they could not do.

According to Robert A. Gibson from Yale-New HavBeachers Institute, “Lynchings
occurred throughout the United States; it was regcional crime,” but “the great majority
of lynchings in the United States took place in 8muthern and border states.” Gunnar
Myrdal, a Swedish economist, in his woAn American Dilemmastated that “The
Southern states account for nine-tenths of thehiyigs. More than two-thirds of the
remaining one-tenth occurred in the six states Wwhiomediately border the South:
Maryland, West Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, lllinoispa Kansas>®

In 1919, the Commission on Interracial Cooperat{@GIC) was founded in the
U.S. South by both whites and blacks. The CIC op@dgnching and other violence
against blacks. The CIC also wanted to improve riatéal relations. Women and
university students were the most zealous whit@aeuers of the CIC, but it was tough to
persuade others to drop their harsh treatmentaakbl Will Alexander, the chief executive
officer of the CIC, claimed that many whites stiibught that it was “less disgracefull to
kill a black man than to eat with him.” Neverthagthe CIC supported segregation, racial
restriction in voting and the purity of the whitace. Although the Commission on
Interracial Cooperation opposed violence againsickd, it did not believe in racial
equality. Members still perceived blacks as inferids a result they wanted to remain
separate from them, and thought that miscegenatoumid do harm to the white race. This
was the problem of many abolitionists and of mamgmbers of the CIC as well- the

elitism of the whites, the believe in their supdtioand black inferiority. They did not
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want blacks to be hurt physically, but they did ware too much if blacks were hurt
psychologically. They wanted to get rid blacksha physical pain, but they despised them,
which caused psychological pain to blacks. Thisldidne the most painful and humiliating
element of the Jim Crow laws and the segregatioblfcks- the awareness that they were
wanted as workers (as they constituted the sodrckeap labor) but they were not wanted
to be the brothers of whites, to be equal to tA®m.

Another proof that white Southerners still pereeiblacks as inferior was the fact that
there were no punishments for lynching blacks. Betwthe years 1882 and 1934 more
than five thousand lynchings occurred, and themgtwere mostly Southern black men.
During the approximately same period there weréeast 549 lynchings in Georgia, of
whom 510 were blacks. Nevertheless, between thes yE885 and 1922 the state of
Georgia prosecuted for lynching only one persomchyngs were usually mob activities
and as such were difficult to punish. In any caseallow the whites to commit crimes on
blacks without punishment did not fit the imageaotivilized state, even if the whites

believed that they were protecting civilizationahgh their action&"

9 Robert A. Gibson, “The Negro Holocaust: Lynchimgi&Race Riots in the United States, 1880-
1950,” Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute,
http://www.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1979/2/02.04.x.html#b (accessed April 25, 2010).
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6 WHITE SOUTHERNERS' PERCEPTIONS OF BLACKS, 1929-1A0

The stock market crash occurred in October 1986, the Great Depression began.
The first victims of the Great Depression were tharking masses of blacks. In fact,
during the period from 1929 to 1932 the unemployimedrblacks was two times higher
than the unemployment of whites, and the wagedaakbworkers were a third lower than
the wages of white workers. Blacks also had to theaacial antagonism and violence that
was a product of increased competition in the jadrket. Between the years 1929 and
1932 150 blacks were lynched. Blacks did not hénesame economic opportunities as
whites, and the school fees at the high schoolsuancrsities were high which prevented
the young blacks from receiving quality educafion.

Employment discrimination did not constitute a nelenomenon. During the Great
Depression, employers often made the decision wiodnire and fire as much according to
skin color as to working capability or efficiencpemonstrating that blacks were still
perceived as inferior and less important. Anotleatdre which could be observed was the
fact that the racial integrity was still felt vesgrongly. The white employers rather fired
blacks, as whites were found superior by themselUbs treatment of blacks was called
“Herrenvolk democracy” by the sociologist Pierre L. van dendgBer who described
“Herrenvolkdemocracies” as “regimes like those of the Unitetes or South Africa that
are democratic for the master race but tyrannmatHe subordinate groups.” As historian
George Fredrickson stated, “... the ideologytdéfrenvolkdemocracy” began as a defense
of slavery widely accepted in the antebellum Sa6th.

The doctrine of Merrenvolkdemocracy” was used even during thé" 2@ntury as
justification for job discimination. The fact thtte salary of blacks was lower, points out
that whites still perceived blacks as somebody wbald be manipulated and also
discriminated, as somebody who did not deservedo@l treatment as whites.

According to C. Vann Woodward, the character aferaelations during the Great

Depression was different from the previous desionipt

Tension between the races eased somewhat duririthities while both white
and colored people grappled with the problems @& @reat Depression. ...

%2 lvanov,Nevlastni dti Ameriky,85, 86.
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Interracial violence, particularly lynching, dedih markedly. ... Then, quite
abruptly and unaccountably- or so it seemed to n&mythern white people- an
avalanche of denunciation, criticism, and opprabridescended upon the South
from above the Mason and Dixon line. Militant arrdamized demands from both
Negro and white sources of pressure were raisednianediate abolition of
segregation. ... Coming on the heels of what somgh®rners had considered a
period of relative progress in racial relationse ttlemands seemed the more
unreasonable and unf4it.

White Southerners were very conservative peopleeyTdid not welcome change,
especially significant and quick change such as dhelition of segregation and the
consequent changes or shifts in the social ordeeyTclung to white supremacy, still
perceiving blacks as inferior and still wantingo separated from them.

As Arthur Franklin Raper wrote in 1936: “The owsteip of the best land [in the
South] is in the hands of a comparatively smallugrof white families; landlessness and
chronic dependence is the lot of over half the evfaimilies and nearly nine-tenths of the
colored.” Basically, the southern whites were nditing to sell land to blacks, as land
meant power, and Southern whites did not wantkislas have the power. Allowing this
would cause certain undesirable shifts in the $ocier®

Discrimination against blacks in the South evepuoed in the sphere of welfare
benefits: between 1928 and 1934 the sum distributedsreene County, Georgia,
decreased by 16 percent for white children bupd@ent for black children. The message
was quite clear there- the white children were twa@daving and taking care of, not the
black children. Whites, who held the position ofwmgo in Southern society, protected
themselves and were willing to sacrifice non-whffes

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, a Democratic presiddetted in 1932, saw the New Deal
as the way out of the Great Depression. Historiéeves Valocchi, however, blames
Democratic southern planters for “putting the bea&a many of the provisions of the New
Deal that would nationalize relief programs or ucdé segregation and a caste system of
labor.” He also stated that “the Agricultural Adjuent Act (AAA) was intended for the

depressed agricultural sector of the economy” Marty black sharecroppers who should

% Woodward The Strange Career of Jim Cro®18-119.
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have received [AAA] reimbursements never receiveht because these reimbursements
were held by the planters as payment for rentbyatore owners as payment for bills, or
were never distributed by local officials. What werommon discriminatory practices in
the South were sanctioned by and institutionaliredational legislation.” Attempts were
made to fight against racial discrimination, suchnaaking lynching a federal offense,
eliminating the poll tax in southern states, andhielating racial segregation in the armed
forces, but each attempt was “resisted in Congtbssugh filibusters by southern
Democrats.” Southerners were always ready to usmidiination to keep blacks poor and
in an inferior position. They perceived blacks jasta cheap source of labor, and nothing
more. Keeping blacks poor also meant keeping theperdant, thus making it possible to
impose unfavorable conditions upon them. The ritiitevSoutherners did not want their
supremacy threatened. Attempts to eliminate thietgoor racial segregation in the armed
forces threatened the status quo, and the whites,reigned in the South, desired to keep
their status at all costs.

Blacks had to face many iniquities and RepubliPaesident Herbert Hoover (1929-
1933) did not help. Instead he supported a 'lilyteViparty in the South. As a result, blacks
were offered little protection against discrimimati During his administration blacks were
the “last hired and first fired®®

As a result, there occurred a significant shifthe affiliation of blacks. As historian
James Sears notes, “... the major reasons blaekslabed the Republicans and voted for
Roosevelt and the New Deal were the alienation bgudr and the Republicans, the hope
for a better life through employment to which thewNDeal catered, the pro-Roosevelt
black leadership, and the tremendous charisma os®&eIt among blacks. ... Yet despite
... the repeated failure of the New Deal to prodalte¢hat was expected, the black vote
remained in the Democratic colum?.”

Southern whites, mainly white men, later star@déupport the Republican party, as
women, blacks, and Hispanics in the South stadeslipport the Democratic party. Since

the 1950s Southern one-party system (Democratgjest to turn into two-party system

%7 Steve Valocchi, “The Racial Basis of Capitalisnd éime State, and the Impact of the New Deal on
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(Democratic and Republican). Southern white womemewapparently more willing to

drop their racist attitudes and consider equaléyween blacks and whites than Southern

white men’®

0 Merle Black, “The Transformation of the Southerenibcratic Party, The Journal of Politic$6,
no. 4 (November 2004): 1001-1017.
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7 WHITE SOUTHERNERS' PERCEPTIONS OF BLACKS, 1941-1%4
When the Second World War broke out in Europe ept&mber 1939, the United
States were dealing with its own problems- racmahflicts, racial discrimination and
segregation. The racial conflicts were very dangeror the U.S., as the war demanded
unity. The U.S. entered the Second World War indddwer 1941. The Second World War
was the war for democracy, but in the U.S. thekdaaho constituted ten percent of the
U.S. population, were oppressed in their own cgunBiscrimination against blacks
continued during the WW2 and was upheld even irfdh®ories working on the state war
orders. The U.S. army also discriminated, yet iibespf this blacks joined the U.S. army.
By 1 August 1945, there were more than one millabecks in the military, comprising
nine percent of the whole. Yet, ninety percenthdse blacks were assigned to general
labor, while only ten percent participated in comiaits. Black soldiers were also denied
promotions. At the end of the Second World Wars ldgn one percent of black soldiers
were commissioned officers, as opposed to 11 peaferhites. These were not the only
signs of racism in the army. Another shockinglysiapractice was not to allow black
donors to give their blood to wounded white soksli@lack soldiers were terrorized in the
U.S., especially in the South. In March 1943 aqaohan in Little Rock, Arkansas, killed a
black sergeant. In the same year, a sheriff of Geille, Mississippi, shot a black soldiér.
Whites perceived blacks as so inferior and, peshdpty, that even when it came to
the matters of life and death, they stayed relsstlBlo other explanation of the rejection of
black blood-donors makes sense, nor does thei@ngof black soldiers upon their return
home. The risks these blacks took in the way fightior country and freedom, clearly
meant little to whites. Even joining the army tofect the country where a white man
reigned was a sacrifice that went unnoticed. Blagkge fighting for their country, even
though they were oppressed, discriminated, and llated by whites here. The racism of
those who were able to kill black soldiers who potéd their country was so deep-seeded
that it was impossible to measure or describe.itlufscant change in this area occurred in
the South since the First World War. White Souteesnmany of them, still could not
stand the sight of black soldiers in U.S. unifofira.serve in the army, to hold high-ranking

positions in the army, and to achieve honours m#aantelevation of blacks to a higher
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status. This was something whites did not wanbfacks; they wanted to keep blacks in an
inferior position, especially in the South.

The proof that whites felt no gratitude towardadil soldiers was demonstrated by the
fact that after the end of the Second World WahaU.S. there were segregation laws in
public places valid in seventeen states, and intden states there were segregation laws
valid in transportation. In the southern stateetbegregation was still very rigid, and the
black worker made half of what the white worker m#or the same work. The migration
of blacks still continued. The blacks migrated frdme South to the North and the West
and from the countryside to the cities. In the USButh the number of tenants and
agricultural wage workers decreased dramaticatiyr dhe war. Nevertheless, blacks were
still discriminated against in the work force, esp#y in management or well-paid
positions. The justification for this was that tmajority of blacks was, according to the
business owners, less intelligent than whites &ad blacks were less educated and the
level of their expertise was lower. The belief itadk intellectual inferiority was
perseverent and deep-seeded. The progress of sdahaot destroy the racial prejudice.
Blacks found themselves in a vicious circle- theplayers did not want to engage blacks
to the higher positions as they considered blaokiset less educated and less intelligent
than whites, and blacks were less educated beadusegregation and worse conditions
and lower quality of black schools, as less monay spent on black schodfs.

Historian C. Vann Woodward notes Howard W. Odue'scription of the atmosphere
in the U.S. South in the 1940s, when the white Bauiers were anxious because of the
pressure from the Northerners who wanted the sagioggin the South to be abolished:
“The flying rumors of plot and counterplot, of bana@rmed with icepick and switch-blade
knife, of Eleanor Clubs, conspiratorial societiand subversive Northern agitators often
recall the fevered frame of mind that possessedSinath in the winter following the
Harpers Ferry raid.” Odum, a sociologist, claimbadtt“the South and the Negro in the
early 1940's, faced their greatest crisis sincedtes of the reconstruction.” John Temple
Graves agreed, stating: “A fact as sure as scieadbat the white majorities of the South
are unwavering and total in their determination twohave race segregation abolished.”

Mark Ethridge concurred: “There is no power in tharld- not even in all the mechanized

2 bid., 89-92.
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armies of the earth, Allied and Axis- which coulomnforce Southern white people to the
abandonment of the principle of social segregdti@n.Vann Woodward later explained
that the reality was not as dark as were the piieds: “In fact, the point in the mid-‘forties
that was so confidently proclaimed to be tleeplus ultraof Southern tolerance actually
marked the beginning of the period of most rapidaade against the walls of segregation
that has yet been made-an advance that does naippetar to have been halted.” The
Southerners were indeed both very angry with amy tieed of northern intervention,
which was distinguished by the pressure and theredder immediate abolition of
segregation. Yet white Southerners remained coateevand disrespectful of chanfe.

On 26 July, 1948, President Harry S. Truman issxetutive order 9981 stating that
“there shall be equality of treatment and oppotufor all persons in the armed services
without regard to race, color, religion or nationadigin.” In December 1952 the
Democratic United States Attorney General clainédis in the context of the present
world struggle between freedom and tyranny thaptiedlem of racial discrimination must
be viewed ... Racial discrimination furnishes gfwmt the Communist propaganda mills,
and it raises doubt even among friendly nationtoabe intensity of our devotion to the
democratic faith.” In 1954 a Supreme Court decistolawed school segregation. The
Secretary of State declared that “The segregafiaelmol children on a racial basis is one
of the practices in the United States which hasnbsiegled out for hostile foreign
comment in the United Nations and elsewhere. Qtkeples cannot understand how such
a practice can exist in a country which professebd a staunch supporter of freedom,
justice, and democracy.” People outside the UnB&ates were absolutely dismayed to
discover the existence and practice of Jim Crowslawthe U.S. To combat this loss of
respect, “One of several stratagems employed tovezclost ground has been the
appointment of numbers of Negroes to posts in tbecign Service of the [State]
Department.” So segregation was not abolished forawe the situation of black U.S.
citizens, but because the U.S. needed to coopeititend have allies among the members
of the United Nations. Blacks were again used psl#ical tool, in this case to improve
the political relationship of the U.S. and otheuwies. The Red Scare gravely threatened

Americans at that time, and they were trying to ed@rything they could to oppose
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Communist propaganda. After all the years whenKslagere slaves, served as a source of
cheap labor, were discriminated against and seggégehumiliated and despised,
desegregation laws were passed not to compengatdl filne suffering of black people-
U.S. citizens- but to please the possible alliggdj outside the United States, and to
disarm the enemies og the U.S., who were usingkhlaequality as an example of the
failures of American-style democraty.

School segregation was outlawed in 1954, nevassein that year in eleven states of
former Confederacy only 2.4% of black children atked the schools designed for whites.
In the schools designed for blacks there were farse conditions than in the schools
designed for whites. Segregation in schooling mdy fiumiliated the blacks, but it also
inhibited them as black children were deprivedh& minimum educational requirements.
White Southerners still clung to the idea that kéawould remain a source of cheap labor,
as many Southerners believed that blacks were gabdfor manual work. Many white
Southerners still perceived blacks as less in@alligthan whites so education was,
according to them, useless for blacks. It was mgortant whether the white Southerners
really believed in black intellectual inferiorityr qust used that doctrine to justify the
discrimination of blacks, because such a treatroébtacks was in both cases still unfair
and elitist’®

The sphere of education constituted not the ordg avhere the elitism of whites could
be observed. The army was another sound examptendihe Korean War black soldiers
were integrated into white forces. Neverthelesis titcurred only because of a “critical
shortage of white troops” and as “one regimentatrmander in Korea” put it, the “force of
circumstances” made him integrate. Blacks couldhtfignly when the ‘force of
circumstances' occurred. This clearly demonstrdtatithe white soldiers did not trust the
black soldiers, probably because of the elitisrwbites and the belief in white superiority

and the ability of whites to be better at everygih

" Ibid., 132, 133, 136.
> lvanov,Nevlastni dti Ameriky, 100.
" Woodward The Strange Career of Jim Croa37.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 45

8 WHITE SOUTHERNERS' PERCEPTIONS OF BLACKS, 1955-1%5
On 1 December, 1955 in Montgomery, Alabama, Ram&Prefused to obey a bus

driver's order that she give up her seat to ma&gmrior white passenger. She was arrested,
prompting the Montgomery Bus Boycott. This wasdiag when “42,000 black residents of
Montgomery began a year-long boycott of city buge§ to protest racially segregated
seating.”” The Civil Rights Movement began. It was high tifaeblacks to say enough, to
stop obeying whites' orders and rules. Rosa Paakdead to fight for the equality of blacks
and whites. She thought about herself as a fullacAimember of society. She did not
permit the doctrine of white supremacy and the tiatmg practice of racial segregation to
destroy her human dignity. She believed in hergetf in what she was doing. It was very
brave to do what she did, and it was brave oftal participants in the Boycott, as the

white racists laughed at them, insulted them, teresd, and terrorized them:

Many white supremacists joined the White Citizermi@il, one of many racist
citizens' organizations that gained power throughthe South in the 1960s.
Convinced that there was an outside mastermintheinovement, they focused
their attention on terrorizing boycott leaders. i\gte groups set off bombs at
black homes and church&s.

It is interesting indeed that many whites belietledt the impulse which started up the
Montgomery Bus Boycott came from abroad. Perhdygsywhite supremacists simply could
not understand how humiliating the segregation fea$lacks and that blacks could not
stand it any more. Or, the white supremacists thotigat blacks simply did not deserve
equal treatment as whites and the access to thigi¢dacof the same quality as those
designed for whites. The parts of segregated faslidesigned for blacks were of lower
quality than those designed for whites, and blamkdd not stand the injustice and injury
any more. It was time to say enough.
Among the participants of the bus boycott thereewdartin Luther King, Jr., Ralph

Abernathy, Hugo Black, James F. Blake, and mangretiThe obstacles created by white

supremacists were immense. On 30 January, 195@jrMarther King, Jr.'s house was

" Africanaonline, “Montgomery Bus Boycott,” Black Amiean History, a history of black people in
the United States, http://www.africanaonline.comitgomery.htm (accessed April 4, 2010).
78 i
Ibid.
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bombed. His ten-week-old baby was in the house. Mbatgomery City Commission
offered a reward of $500 for the capture and adtion of the persons who bombed King's
home. Mayor W. A. Gayle declared: “We do not corelsnch acts of violence under any
conditions in our community. The persons who corteditthis terrible crime should be
punished to the fullest extent of the law.” Martiather King Jr.'s house was not the only
object of bombing. On 25 August, 1956, the homdRobert Graetz, a white Lutheran
clergyman who supported the Montgomery Bus Boyaatl was a member of the MIA
board (Montgomery Improvement Association, formadbaDecember, 1955, instrumental
in guiding the Boycott), was bombed. The cling thiter supremacy was so strong in the
case of some racists that even terrorism becamabéewvoption. The elevation of blacks
was perceived as such a disaster to especiallysthehern community that white
Southerners tried to prevent it from happening byreans. In the newspaper article
published in theMontgomery Advertiseon 24 January, 1956 there was written: “Mayor
W. A. Gayle declared yesterday there will be noentiscussions with the Negro boycott
leaders until they are ready to end the boycote Wayor declared [...] that the vast
majority of whites in Montgomery do not care whetheNegro ever rides a bus again if it
means that the social fabric of our community idéodestroyed so that the Negroes will
start riding buses again.” On one hand, the whitb#&mians believed in racial integrity
among whites and opposed any changes in the sodal which desegregation would
bring, on the other hand, because blacks had axlted by buses more than one year, the
transportation companies earned much less moneghwhiso constituted a serious
problem. As for the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the t@hsupremacists lost the battle- the
U.S. Supreme Court declared that the Alabama anatddonery laws requiring segregated
buses were unconstitutional, as of 20 Decembei6.395

Another area of conflict between the races was ddecational system. In the

Montgomery Advertisethere was written on 2 February, 1956: “Arthurine_dcy, first

9 Africanaonline, “Montgomery Bus Boycott,” Black Amiean History, a history of black people in
the United States, http://www.africanaonline.comitgomery.htm (accessed April 4, 2010).

8 Montgomeryadvertiser.com, “City Offers $500 Rewarddombing,” The Story of the
Montgomery Bus Boycott, http://www.montgomeryboyamim/newsfronts_03.htm (accessed April 4, 2010);
Montgomeryadvertiser.com, “Mayor Stops Boycott Talkhe Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
http://www.montgomeryboycott.com/newsfronts_02.liamcessed April 4, 2010).
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Negro to be admitted to the University of Alabaroampleted formal registration today,
but was denied a dormitory room and the right toireaJniversity dining halls.” Lucy's
attorney, Arthur Shores, claimed that he was “cmplating legal proceedings to gain her
these privileges” and that he was “consideringhterrtlegal action in connection with the
University's refusal to accept a second Negro eppti” Polly Ann Hudson, who was
denied entrance because her “conduct and mardafdérave been such that she does not
meet the admission standards of the University. it&/Bupremacists tried to make the
blacks' fight for equality as difficult as possibléo allow a black girl to attend the
University and allow her to use all the facilitiessegregated indeed meant the elevation of
her status, in fact, it meant equality, and thas whsolutely unacceptable for many white
Southerners. They perceived blacks as inferior wadted to keep them in the inferior
position. The desegregation, blacks studying atitheersities together with whites, would
mean the defeat of the white supremacist dogmate&/istarted to panic as they observed
that the practice of white supremacy was threatesradl they did not hesitate to use
violence against blacks to maintain white supreniacy

President Dwight D. Eisenhower ordered federabfsoto enter Arkansas to avert a
risk of an impeding massacre which could be caulgdwhites opposing school
desegregation. This action angered many whiteguthern states. On 25 January, 1958,
the Democratic Party of Alabama declared that tlesiBent's action, sending troops with
bayonets to Arkansas to compel white and blackdodnil to go to the same school, was
against the law. Alabama Democrats also statedthi@aPresident's act broke the peace
between blacks and whites and perhaps destroyddehdly relationship between the two
races. They declared that the Alabama blacks nbednost significant progress in their
history under voluntary and peaceful racial segregaThis was not a valid description. In
the 1950s discrimination and segregation were vigig in the U.S. South. As for the
segregation in schooling, the whites retained ithe bulk of the southern educational
system. In those schools which were desegregatatesitried by all means to discredit the
black students. In January 1958 the Virginia gogetalked about the “musty odor of

sadism, sex, and immorality” of the desegregatéwas in Columbia County [Georgia]

81 Montgomeryadvertiser.com, “Negro Entry Denied DpBiming Hall At University,” The Story
of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, http://www.montgogtesycott.com/newsfronts_04.htm (accessed April 4,
2010).
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and other southern districts. Georgian senator @erfimlmage described desegregation in
schooling and actions connected with it as “onthefgreatest tragedies which affected the
United States in the modern period.” Alabama Demtscdescribed segregation as mutual,
but they never asked blacks for their opinion anpssion. That is why segregation could

not be described as voluntary. The white Southerrmrception of blacks as dirty and

lustful creatures as demonstrated by the Virgiroaegnor's comments, was very deep-
seeded and the obsession with the idea of blackluséng after white women, as well as

strictly anti-miscegenation attitudes, could stié observed in the minds of white

Southerners. This obsession appeared after thdiabadf slavery and did not disappear

even in the second half of the twentieth cenfary.

The wrath of white supremacists was terrible i@ South at that time- in Georgia in
February 1956, a black officer of NAACP was killda two years seven blacks were killed
in Mississippi. In the period between 1955 and 18%8e were at least 530 terrorist acts
(of which 29 resulted in the death of the victimm) the U.S. South. Not one of the
murderers was prosecuted. According to a surveyhbyHarris Institute, 88 percent of
white Americans did not want to share a neighboodhwith blacks. A considerable
number of white southern bluecollar workers supabithe election campaigns of racists.
On 25 March, 1960, Edward Brewster, a white lecttr@m Memphis, Texas wrote a letter
to President Eisenhower, describing the arrestdamk students in Memphis for trying to
visit a segregated library and museum. He alsoritbestthe firing of black students from
temporary jobs for participating in the fight agsimacial discrimination. The violence
against blacks and the elevation of blacks werrialated. As whites found out that they
were losing their fight for white supremacy andchlanferiority, they were increasingly
violent towards blacks and the supporters of thel Gights Movement. And the revenge
for losing the battle was very often harsh. Whitemnted to retain segregation and they
even wanted to live as far from blacks as poséile.

Another phenomenon that white supremacists cooldtand was the formation of the
black middle class. The white supremacists wandekkep blacks in the inferior position,
in a position as low as possible, and the blackdieidlass constituted victory over these

efforts. William Wilson stated:

8 lvanov,Nevlastni dti Ameriky 100-101.
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The growth of the black middle class was concurvattt the growth of the black

urban population. [...] The middle-class segmerdrobppressed minority is most
likely to participate in a drive for social justitieat is disciplined and sustained.
[...] Still, despite the fact that some blacks wabde to upgrade their occupation
and increase their education and income, there s@rere limits on the areas in
which blacks could in fact advance. [...] The blag#ctor, lawyer, teacher,

minister, businessman, mortician, excluded fromwinte community, was able

to create a niche in the segregated black commtthity

Blacks ceased to be represented only in the worklags. Yes, the white racists were
trying to gave black middle class a hard time, il the blacks started to obtain more
lucrative jobs, not only those most undesirabldei®re. And that was a very significant
change and whites could do nothing about it, wisjgéwrked outrage.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed into lay Bresident Lyndon Johnson on
July 2. It “prohibited discrimination in public plas, provided for the integration of
schools and other public facilities, and made emmknt discrimination illegal. This
document was the most sweeping civil rights legstasince Reconstruction.” Many
whites were furious. They were definitely losing thattle, but they were not willing to
give up yet®

In the South, desegregation was not peaceful. iQutihe 1950s and 1960s there
occurred the rise of the third Ku Klux Klan. The mreers of the 8 KKK opposed
desegregation, the Civil Rights Movement, and #isoCivil Rights Act of 1964. In 1963
in Alabama the bombing of the "IGtreet Baptist Church killed four children. In 29
Mississippi civil rights workers Chaney, Goodmang &chwerner were murdered. In 1966
in Mississippi, the home of Vernon Dahmer Sr., NACP leader, was bombed. He was
severely burned and died in the hospital. MembéteeoKu Klux Klan were convicted of
these crimes. It was no wonder that the schodlsarSouth remained segregated for a long
time after it was made unconstitutional, as thg fofrwhites scared blacks so much that
they rather attended schools where blacks corediitiite majority as it was safer to do so.

Whites in the South tried to explain continuingreggtion in schooling as a habit which

®bid., 104, 107, 111.
8 william J. Wilson,The Declining Significance of Race: Blacks and Giiag American
Institutions,2" ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1988),20.
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was convenient to both races, but the truth was \iidtes terrorized blacks when they
tried to attend a school where whites had a mgjwiprevent them from trying it agaih.

In February 1965 Malcolm X was shot to death. bgédst 1965 Congress passed the
Voting Rights Act of 1965, making illegal the disomatory voting practices that had
restricted blacks from voting, such as poll taxebteracy tests. In June 1967 the Supreme
Court outlawed prohibiting interracial marriage. April 4, 1968 in Memphis, Tennessee,
Martin Luther King, Jr., a man who was proclaimpeace in the fight against racism, was
assassinated. In April 1968 President Lyndon Bndoh signed the Civil Rights Act of
1968, prohibiting discrimination in housing. Withig final stroke of the pen, blacks had
full legal rights for the first time in U.S. histor

White Southerners were very conservative. Theirsmactowards blacks was deep-
seeded, as was their belief in white supremacye@egation meant an absolute change in
their lives. White Southerners were not willing docept and undergo the shifts in the
social order that the abolition of discriminatomagtices brought. And because they were
forced to do so by the federal government, and usecdhey were losing control over

blacks, some whites grew to hate blacks even more.

8 www.ourdocuments.gov, “Civil Rights Act (1964),'ubDocuments,
http://mww.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=old&dot£8ccessed April 5, 2010).

% Infoplease.com, “Civil Rights Timeline,” http://wwinfoplease.com/spot/civilrightstimeline1.html
(accessed April 24, 2010).
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9 PROTESTS AGAINST DESEGREGATION

Desegregation was a gradual process, as desagrelgats were enacted in different
years. Nor was it always a peaceful process. ArttienJ.S. South, desegregation was not
a peaceful process at all. In the streets of the. South there were riots, bombings,
shootings, murderings, all possible forms of vickenActs of violence against the
supporters of the Civil Rights Movement, both blarid white, were used to impede the
Civil Rights Movement and desegregation. But thetevBupremacists ultimately lost the
battle. There was a sufficient amount of people vapposed the doctrine of white
supremacy, who believed in the equality of whitesd ablacks. Thus, the white
supremacists' acts of violence constituted revasgeell.

The 1950s saw the rise of the third Ku Klux Kldrhis Klan was decentralized,
consisting of many individual, separate groups. ignificant number of these groups
opposed the Civil Rights Movement and desegregaiiothe 1950s and 1960s. The
members of the third KKK committed many crimesjmmtlated blacks and also white
supporters of the Civil Rights Movement and desgafien, attacked them, injured them,
murdered them, and bombed and shot at their hostsols, and churches. Historians
Brown and Webb commented on the situation in thett8d'According to the Southern
Regional Council, white terrorists bombed the homieforty black families during 1951
and 1952.” Harry Tyson Moore, the founder of thstfbranch of the NAACP in Brevard
County, Florida, was “killed by a bomb planted unkis house by Klansmen on Christmas
Day 1951.” Despite all the protests against desgggi@n, segregation was made
unconstitutional few years lat&f.

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, decided Ioh May, 1954, claimed that
“Segregation of white and Negro children in the lpubchools of a State solely on the
basis of race, pursuant to state laws permittingequiring such segregation, denies to
Negro children the equal protection of the lawsrgnteed by the Fourteenth Amendment -
- even though the physical facilities and othengiale" factors of white and Negro schools
may be equal.” A year later (on 31 May, 1955), &swlecided that “Racial discrimination
in public education is unconstitutional, ... anbpbvisions of federal, state or local law

requiring or permitting such discrimination musglgli to this principle.”
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Most white Southerners opposed school desegregedy strongly and were willing
to resist the federal mandate to desegregate. dhermgpr of Arkansas, Orval Faubus,
ordered guardsmen in Little Rock on 4 Septembes7 18 block the way of black pupils
attempting to enter a school designed for whité® fEderal government sent troops there,
but attempts to desegregate the schools faile@9@® in Arkansas 0.1% of black school
children attended integrated schools, in Tenne$%gein Virginia 0.1%. In six southern
states no black pupils attended the schools desigprewhites. Because of the hostile
Southern whites' reaction to the desegregatiochodaling, and their attempts to oppose it,
many black pupils were afraid of attending schedigre whites constituted the majority.

The desegregation of public transportation was atEompanied with violent protests.
On 23 December, 1956, someone fired into Martirheutking, Jr.'s house. A day later,
five white men attacked a 15-year-old black girlaatMontgomery bus stop. On 26
December, 1956, Rosa Jordan, a black woman, wasrshoth legs while riding a bus in
Montgomery, Alabama. On 10 January, 1957, in opjmmsio desegregation, two houses
and four churches were bombed, and an unexplodeth bwas found on the porch of
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s parsonage. Whites comexdittoften extremely cruel crimes
against blacks and the supporters of the Civil Bigllovement to stop the desegregation.
They were very affraid of the possible threat amehedefeat of white supremacy and were
trying to prevent it from happening by all meanseTogma of white superiority and black
inferiority had a very strong hold on many whites, strong that they were willing to
murder in support of f°

On 1 October, 1962, James H. Meredith becameirstebfack student to enroll at the
University of Mississippi, but before that, Merddt admission to the university was
opposed both by students and the state officiaterd were riots in the streets, and
Meredith was threatened with lynching. On 25 Sepim 1962, the Governor of
Mississippi, Ross Robert Barnett, reacting to tle#l wf the majority of his constituents,
physically blocked James Meredith's registratiorthat University of Mississippi. It took

armed Federal Marshals to ensure the entrancerasI®eredith to the university.

87 David Brown and Clive WebbRace in the American South: From Slavery to Ciigh®s
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2007)22
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8 Montgomeryadvertiser.com, “The Story of the Momtgoy Bus Boycott,”
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Then on 12 June, 1963, in Jackson, Mississippgdde Evers, Mississippi's NAACP
field secretary, was murdered. Many years latee, hite supremacist Byron De La
Beckwith was convicted of the murder.

Another governor who very strongly opposed desggien was George C. Wallace of
Alabama. On 14 January, 1963, delivering his inaalgspeech in Montgomery, he said:
“Let us rise to the call of freedom-loving bloodaths in us and send our answer to the
tyranny that clanks its chains upon the Southhénrtame of the greatest people that have
ever trod this earth, | draw the line in the dustl doss the gauntlet before the feet of
tyranny . . . and | say . . . segregation today segregation tomorrow . . . segregation
forever.” Governon Wallace regarded the federalegoment's ensurance of desegregation
in the South as tyranny, however, he did not carside long-lasting treatment of blacks
when they were discriminated against and opprefsedenturies in the United States,
especially in the South, as tyranny. This demotesrthe existence of a double standard in
white Southerners' perceptions of race relationse Dppression of blacks was not
perceived as tyranny in the eyes of many whitegsheg perceived blacks as the inferior
race, which had to be controlled and kept in tpeaper place, a place which whites had
chosen for theri®

Governor Wallace also took several actions agalasegregation. On 11 June, 1963,
he personally prevented two black students fronstegng at the University of Alabama.
President John F. Kennedy sent troops to ensuineghmllment, to which the governor
reacted by saying: “The unwelcomed, unwanted, uraméed and force-induced intrusion
upon the campus of the University of Alabama toddythe might of the Central
Government offers frightful example of the oppressiof the rights, privileges and
sovereignty of this State by officers of the FetdBamvernment.” This reaction was
extremely paradoxical, as Wallace, a white man whevented black students from
registering, a right guaranteed by the U.S. Cantgtit, was complaining of oppression
while at the same time supporting segregation. &¢all however, did not give up his fight

against desegregation so easily. In September 1fi&3governor tried again to prevent

% Alabama Department of Archives & History, “The Bdaugural Address of Governor George
C. Wallace,” The 1963 Inaugural Speech of Govefdeorge Wallace,
http://www.archives.state.al.us/govs_list/Inaug8pech.html (accessed April 2, 2010).
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black students from registering, this time at saveseparate elementary schools in
Huntsville, Alabama*

All these protests against desegregation proveddbt that white Southerners were
not willing to change their opinion on blacks, give the doctrine of white supremacy, and
treat blacks as equals. The protests against degegm also proved that whites did not
even admit that racial segregation and discrimomationstituted forms of racial oppression

of blacks, and that the whites' treatment of blag&s very far from 'separate but equal.’

91 Alabama Department of Archives & History, “Statethand Proclamation of Governor George C.
Wallace,” Governor George C. Wallace's School Hddser Speech,
http://www.archives.state.al.us/govs_list/schoolduml (accessed April 2, 2010).
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10 PURPOSES OF SEGREGATION

During the Jim Crow era (1876-1965), segregateditias could be found in every
sphere of human life- buses, cementeries, hairgiresospitals, hotels, libraries, lunch
counters, mental hospitals, militia, parks, playgs, prisons, railroads, restaurants,
schools, stadiums, telephone booths, theatregtspibnd waiting rooms. In Alabama,
blacks and whites were prohibited to play a gamepaodl or billiards together. In
Louisiana, there were separate ticket offices amrheces for all circuses, shows, and tent
exhibitions. In Louisiana, there were separatedmujs for the care of blind persons. In
North Carolina, the law required that “Books shadit be interchangeable between the
white and colored schools, but shall continue taubed by the race first using them.” In
Mississippi a law prohibited any printed promotiginequality of blacks and whites. Some
of the Jim Crow laws seem bizzare nowadays, howeemple really obeyed these laws
during the Jim Crow er&.

The whole system of Jim Crow segregation was gempact, rigorous, and rigid. Jim
Crow laws started to be used shortly after theiabolof slavery. Thus, the first purpose of
segregation would be the control which whites wdnte have over blacks. So the
institution of slavery was replaced by the instdntof Jim Crow- one way of control was
replaced by another. During the time of slavergckdawere easy to control as they had no
rights and could not vote. The white Southernersevesvare of that fact, and towards the
end of the 18 century the blacks found themselves disfranchésgdn. This was done by
the discriminatory practices such as paying polesa blacks were poor, they were paid
badly in their jobs, as there existed also wagerihsnation of blacks- so they were not
able to pay the poll tax. Another way of preventirigcks from voting were the literacy
tests. Black education was not on the same levéhe®ducation of whites, and blacks
were kept uneducated so they were not able totpadderacy tests.

Another purpose which was used to reason segoegatias the doctrine that
segregation supported racial integrity. Segregaatso supported the belief in white
superiority, as the equipment of the segregateitities designed for whites was of better
quality than that designed for blacks. It was #elihg of elitism of whites that made white

people support segregation.
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Segregation also meant that whites and blacksidicknow much about each other.
This effect of segregation met the needs mainlyvbite supremacists, because when
blacks did not know how well-educated or well-ptid whites were, they did not demand
the same rights.

The only way to keep blacks as a source of chelaqpr lwas to keep them uneducated
or to provide them just a minimal education. Thoesild be accomplished only by teaching
white and black children at segregated schools.t&hwanted blacks to do the unskilled
labor, the dirty and hard work. As a lawyer from tigomery, Alabama, put it: “lt's a
question, who will do the dirty work. In this comnthe white man won't; the Negro must.
There's got to be a mudsill somewhere. If you etuttze Negroes they won't stay where
they belong; and you must consider them as a ksmguse if you let a few rise it makes
the others discontented.” Whites believed that tleke the only suitable people to decide
where blacks belonged. They were never interestettheé blacks' opinion- whites never
asked blacks what they wanted or where they wantéelong’®

Another reason for establishing segregated schwals the fear of whites of the
possible elevation of blacks. The elevation of kéacould threaten both the superior social
status and economic status of whites. That wastiwayvhites did not desire the equality
of races, they desired to keep the superior posfbo themselves. To be superior meant to
have a better job and to be more honourable irstioeety. In spite of all the doctrines of
black intellectual inferiority, whites were scaretithe possible competition of educated
blacks. Segregation and discrimination in both atlon and employment were used to
prevent blacks from competing with whites.

Another purpose of segregation was to prohibiternaicial marriages and
miscegenation. White Southerners were obsessedthétidea that black men lusted after
white women so it was in their opinion necessarkdep the races separated. Many whites
believed that miscegenation would bring the “ratéastards” or even the destruction of
the whole society. Whites wanted to keep their rdpare.” They believed that

miscegenation would pollute their race. Later whifgobably ceased to believe that

9 vernellia R. Randall, “Examples of Jim Crow Lawslfiiversity of Dayton,
http://academic.udayton.edu/race/02rights/jcrowd2 faccessed March 20, 2010).

% Leon F. Litwack, “The White Man's Fear of the Edtet Negro: How the Negro Was Fitted for
His Natural and Logical Calling,The Journal of Blacks in Higher Educatiam. 20 (Summer 1998): 105.
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miscegenation would cause the destruction of thelevlociety, but they still perceived
miscegenation as a kind of debasement of the wétie

The antagonism of some white racists was so htrahthey desired segregation
simply because they despised and hated blacksgipedcthem as inferior and dirty, and
did not want to see them at all. After the abatitiof slavery, many whites desired the
deportation of blacks to Africa, and the compleggregation would constitute an

alternative solution.
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CONCLUSION

White Southerners adopted Jim Crow laws because libkeved that blacks were not
equal to them and did not deserve equal treatriéhite Southerners perceived blacks as
inferior during the time of slavery, and this pgrten continued throughout the era of Jim
Crow segregation. The possible elevation of blakd the consequent changes in social
order, including the possibility of some whitesrgeinferior to blacks constituted a great
threat for white Southerners, and resulted in seaed sometimes violent protests against
desegregation.

It was white Southerners' perceptions of blacls their resistence to change that led
to segregation, the longevity of segregation laavgl the aversion of white Southerners to

give up the way of life that Jim Crow segregatioeserved.
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