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The Doctoral thesis presented by Mgr. Magdalena Lucyna Bialic-Davendra contains 189 pages of text including a substantial number of supplements. The structure of the submitted thesis has been processed in accordance with the requirements for a Doctoral thesis.

a) The topicality of the Doctoral thesis theme
The subject of clusters is up-to-date for a number of aspects. The original country of “natural“ clusters is the United States, however, the European Union is more interesting and more progressive from the perspective of economic policy and support of clusters formation. The author focuses on the one hand on the analysis of current conditions and studying the measures implemented, on the other hand on identification of best practices and also inhibiting factors at different levels. The Doctoral thesis topic is timely, especially its basic questions, i.e., funding the creation and development of clusters in selected countries of Central Europe.

b) Fulfilment of objectives set
The author of the Doctoral thesis has set as the main objective “to propose a framework for a cluster development in macro perspective (government and local policies) and micro perspective (clusters themselves) in Central Europe, namely Poland, the Czech and Slovak Republics”. The author has met the set objective.

c) Solution procedure, presented results and specific contribution of the Doctoral student
In the first chapters, the author dealt with theoretical and methodological issues of clusters, particularly in relation to policies. The author became acquainted with a number of sources that provide the theoretical and practical background of the given topic.
The focus of the entire Doctoral thesis lies in the fourth and then in the fifth chapter. In these parts, the author carried out the identification of important characteristics of clusters and analyzed various aspects of the concept of inter-cluster cooperation. Furthermore, she mapped the current situation of existing as well as new clusters including cluster initiatives and also dealt with policy-based clusters in Poland, the Czech and Slovak Republics, and ​​compared conditions influencing the cluster development in these states. Based on the previous analyses, the author formulated recommendations and presented a proposal of a framework for a cluster development in the selected countries.
Thesis Conclusion is very brief, even concise to some extent.
The main contribution of the Doctoral student consists in the analyses and comparison, and of them derived partial results in relation to the proposal of a framework for a cluster development.
d) Significance of the Doctoral thesis to practice and science development
I see the importance of the Doctoral thesis to science and in particular to practice mostly in response to the question of financing the creation and development of clusters in selected Central European countries and the related needs for the presence of support mechanisms including the development of policies based on clusters.
Expected publication use of the Doctoral thesis in question will be, in view of the strongly felt need for quality studies on clusters, positively beneficial especially to practice.

e) Formal outline and linguistic level
The formal outline of the thesis is at an appropriate level. Supplements properly complement the text part.
f) Student publication activity
The Doctoral student has published two articles in impact factor journals and further work in scientific journals and conference proceedings. Publication activity of the Doctoral student is considerable, mostly involving publications with a direct link to the topic of the thesis.
Conclusion:

The assessed Doctoral thesis shows author’s significant interest in clusters and in particular the financing of their development, a large volume of quality work which was in the context of examining the issue exerted by the Doctoral student, as well as her ability to focus on and prepare extensive background materials and also to use them interpretatively and express the causal relationship between the phenomena studied. The thesis enriches the knowledge fund in relevant substantive areas. The thesis derives benefit from a wide range of resources and information sources.

I recommend the thesis for a defence.

Prague, 1 September 2011
Prof. RNDr. René Wokoun, CSc.
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