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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
This is a well researched, well considered and well written bachelor’s thesis. The author took on an extremely challenging and daunting topic yet managed it well. Even more, in concluding simply that the war cannot be won by the US through military force alone but will necessitate a long-term commitment to reconstruction and education, the author wisely avoided the all-to-common pitfall of overreaching. As the author noted, it is difficult to assess an event still in progress, but he has clearly depicted the current situation as well as the events that led up to it, and he has produced a plausible “roadmap to peace.” 


	Questions to be answered by student:
A Taliban spokesman recently interviewed by the BBC claimed that democracy and Islam are incompatible.  Defend or reject this statement.
Due to an alleged use of chemical weapons, the U.S. is currently considering intervening in the Syrian Civil War. On what grounds, if any, would you recommend intervention, and what form should the intervention take?  

In January 2008, U.S. presidential candidate John McCain asserted that the US should “maintain a presence” in any “volatile part of the world where Al Qaeda is,” even if it takes a century. Do you agree or disagree with McCain, and why? 
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