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ABSTRAKT

Pedmtem této bakal&ké prace je gdstaveni jedné z nepgich osobnosti 20.
stoleti, Marshalla McLuhana, ktery obohatil s@ jeho rozporuplné teorie. O jednu z jeho
teorii, Globalni vesnice se opira tato baketd prace. Cilem této prace je poukazat na
zm nu a rozSieni jednoho uiitého jazyka pou itim specifického media, kterynmvjégomto
p ipad Internet, konkrétri online blogy.

Teoreticka prace popisuje ivot Marshalla McLuhapeho publikace a také jeho
p inos lidstvu. Dale fbli uje tématiku medii a objasije rozSieni anglického jazyka a
jeho budoucnost. Zabyva se takedgstavenim diskurzu, a specifickych lingvistickyeh
sociolingvistickych fenomén typickych pro internetovou komunikaci.

Cilem praktické asti je analyza vzorktextu ti r znych online blog z lingvistického
a sociolingvistického hlediska. VSechny dosa engnabky jsou prezentovany v zau
praktické asti.

Kli ovd slova: Anglicky jazyk, jazyk, zjednoduSeni jazyka, Intetn internetova,
komunikace, online blogy, globalni vesnice, lingiise fenomény, sociolingvistické

fenomeény.

ABSTRACT

The subject of the bachelor’s thesis is to intocedone of the greatest characters of the
20" century, Marshal McLuhan, who enriched world whil inconsistent theories. One of
his theories, Global Village, is a building stonietlis bachelor thesis. The aim of this
thesis is to refer on the transformation and expendf one certain language, English,
which is utilized by specific medium, in this cdbe Internet, concretely online blogs.

The theoretical part describes life of Marshal Misan, his publication work and also
his contribution to society. Furthermore, outlimasdia theme and explains spreading of
the English language and its future. It also deatls introduction of discourse and specific
linguistic and sociolinguistic phenomena, typical internet communication.

The aim of practical part is analysis of threegopost samples from the linguistic and
sociolinguistic point of view. All findings are ments in the conclusion of practical part.
Keywords: the English language, language, simplificationthed language, the Internet,
internet communication, online blogs, global vikadinguistic phenomena, sociolinguistic

phenomena.
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INTRODUCTION

“Societies have always been shaped more by theenafuthe media by which men

communicate than by the content of the communindtidicLuhan 1967, 9)

Marshall Herbert McLuhan, a well-known philosoptedr20” century, enriched our
society with his futuristic theories. It is worthemtioning that most of them became reality.
One of McLuhan’s pursuable visions, Global Villagecame a natural modification of our
society and our language. To shape the societyighiyhinterconnected level, men need
certain communication media, in this case, therhaie The Internet is inseparably the
most predominant communication media of the predagt which plays the main role in
everyday life of every single human being in theil@ed world. Distribution of the
Internet has changed the influencing elements aadhme, space, place and the choice of a
proper medium to the no longer existing elementghef communication barriers. The
development and utilization of this media startbdpsng our society and especially our
language. Considering the Internet an Americanbéstanent, the English language
became the language of the Internet. In conneetitim this world wide network, one of
the mostly used languages, no matter whether AmeriBritish or another variety of
English have greatly influenced further usage oflish in global scale. Spreading of one
of the most powerful languages throughout the hysamd further through the modern era
of technology laid the foundation of the superianduage used in different kinds of
varieties all over the world, getting through cuiucommunication barriers.

Users participating in a daily social life on tNet help to form the new language of
the Internet. Moreover, this language variety coblel defined as the “Netspeak”.
Nowadays, a social life can be easily replaceapla bocial life on the Internet. Since the
language of the Internet is vast and areas to s@adye endless, this thesis takes into
consideration, above all, online blogs. Blogs pdevperfect ways of expressing a personal
view or sharing information in quality of socialogips, and a means of gathering people to
interact. Other means of the Internet communicasoach as a social networks or chats, are
not subjects of the thesis. The process of utibnadf English on blogs requires a certain
transformation and also an infraction of grammatiakes. The facilitation to communicate

on daily bases is, nevertheless, also shapingtaircdype of personal vocabulary, used
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especially on blogs. Further, the interaction betwthe author of the blog and the reader
can be defined as an establishment of new reldtipss

The theoretical part of this thesis deals with blaekground of Marshall McLuhan’s
person, his work and theories and the positionrafliEh word widely - from the historical
perspective, as well as, from the point of futueselopment. Furthermore, the linguistic
and sociolinguistic phenomena of online blogs aneirtanalyses are provided in the

practical part.
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1 MARSHALL HERBERT MCLUHAN

The aim of this chapter is to provide a brief Ifemmary of highly important and
prestigious philosopher of the 2@entury. The insight into the Marshall McLuharifs Is
one of the guides in understanding of his extraagi and unique intelligence about media
and the forming of society due to the media. TH#idgraphy chapter of this theoretical
part offers a selection of most important bookdeémonstrate his enormous ability to bring

new perspectives in the futuristic theories.

1.1 Life of Marshall Herbert McLuhan
Herbert Marshall McLuhan undoubtedly belongs tortiast influential authors of the

twentieth century, who were concerned with the radBons between human being,
population and communication. McLuhan can be diessias a philosopher, who
interpreted changes in the human society throughmdification of the media which are
available to the western society at given historicmes. His approach examines the
historical development of society model, which iaséd on consecutive kinds of
dominative communication forms. (Jirdk 2011)

Herbert Marshall McLuhan was born on July 21, 1891 Edmonton, Canada. At the
begging of his student life McLuhan planned to lmeean engineer, but after he disclosed
his remarkable endowment for the study of litemture graduated in 1934 at Manitoba
University in Canada with M.A. degree in the Enlgligerature. Later on, his next decision
was to leave for England, where he passed a pdsig@ study at the University of
Cambridge and earned a Ph.D. title. (Gordon 1997)

The intellectual confidence and the self-relianegnich McLuhan gained here,
obtained from the brilliant association of peopteTae University of Cambridge: F.R.
Leavis, Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, E. M. W. TillyaydH. J. Chaytor and especially one
important person at that time, the founder of neiicsm, I. A. Richards. Thereafter he
concluded to come back to the USA. In 1936 McLustanted teaching at the University of
Wisconsin. In 1946 St. Michael’s College at thevdnsity of Toronto evinced interest in
McLuhan and this college became a place, wheretdyed for the rest of his teaching
career(Gordon 1997) Work of Harold Adam Innis, a famowmn@&dian political economist
and expert in the field of media communication, dme an influencing element in
Marshall McLuhan’s works. His interpretation of tfeanging society - from the oral form

of communication to written — become a provocatssie for the academic sphere of the
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1960°s. (Jirdk 2011) At the begging of the 1968esriame of Marshall Herbert McLuhan
was not renowned for the majority of the world. Belieless, the name was known to his
students at the University of Toronto and alsohi@ shaping group of his academic fans
who observed his literature work in a trimestralgamine with a very low budget.
(Rogaway 1969) According to Jirdk (2011) due to Mican’s defiant theories and ideas,
McLuhan was considered a representative of “Toradmool”, which developed a new
approach to the importance of the communicatioreveryday life, providing that the
psychological and social conditions formed the whgommunication.

The fame of McLuhan was slowly increasing and hisks were translated into more
than 20 languages all over the world. Due to tierurews on NBC in 1967 and in Playboy
magazine in 1969, his popularity had risen evenem®he performance in the film by
Woody Allen —Anne Hall 1977, where McLuhan interpreted himself, broughittain
awareness of McLuhan’s theories and ideas. As Go(@®97) McLuhan in cooperation
with his oldest son Eric, released many of artieled books. The unusually strong status
of Marshall McLuhan in the 60°s and in the 70 gh& twentieth century was admittedly
due to his wide range of admirers. McLuhan was ghouo be a critic of synchronous
society, whereby he becomes an inspiration foythegh generation of 60°s. (Jirdk 2011)

Despite the popularity his texts achieved, his ghield work is written in a hard
readable pattern and there are countless numbesariofis obscurities, excogitations and
more over numerous mystifying historical referencdsis was what made McLuhan the
philosopher of the time. Due to his theories, Mcamthad aroused interest of topmost
managers who paid him a presentable amount of mamyfor his rather futuristic
theories or for theories linked to the history.despite of his popularity among business
people, scholastic crinoline humanists denomindisdideas as a range of mental and
dangerous theories. (Rogaway 1969)

Jirdsek (2011) states that the perishable glorysiagly declining and his texts started
to be comprehended as utopian, schematic and spigeulAt the begging of the 1980°s
McLuhan flopped into oblivion. According to NndbQ®3) In 1967 Marshal McLuhan
underwent surgery, when doctors removed a big turfrom his brain. In 10 years later a
due to a serious apoplectic stroke, McLuhan wasblento write and read. Marshall

Herbert McLuhan passed away in sleep in 1980 on Xear's Eve.
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1.2 The Most Influential Literary W orks

Marshall Herbert McLuhan is the author of many belétrs of these times. His sets
of books became considered by many people to beemtial as well as controversial.
McLuhan’s style of writing is considered to be arfethe hardest to understand. His
theories are formed as sets of mutually connecaskist His intention was to display the
power of the media and their influence on our sgnsogans. Therefore, we might be
familiar with some of the most famous McLuhan’s @pEms: “Global Village” and “the
medium is the message.” (Teaches 2009)

The first McLuhan’s published bookhe Mechanical Bride: Folklore of Industrial
Man was released in 1951. The book deals with theystfdpop culture. McLuhan
explains, how the visual parts of press and otjy@ed of printed text, including comics,
advertisements, films, posters, newspaper headéindsarticles involving sexual content,
are influencing the human senses. (Lovink 2013)e $tructure of the book utilizes a
collection of short essays. (Benson, Conolly 200Bjs book was not enough to bring
McLuhan famous. The second publication and tts fiook which opened up the world of
fame for Marshall McLuhan iShe Gutenberg Galaxy: Making of typographic Man
published in 1962. In this book he presents a stuugh describes the invention of printed
text and how this new phenomenon shifts the cagmitof human population. (The
Electronic Labyrinth 2000) McLuhan argued that thgention of print culture made
possible the creation of the public and the orgetiom of the public into a nation.
(McLuhan 1962) The author foresaw interconnecteddveia a network and established
new term “Global Village”. Another publicatiotinderstanding Media: Extension of Man
in 1964 represented Marshall McLuhan’s most fundaatgiece of work. For the first
time he introduced his most impressible axiom sfdtudy — “the medium is the message”.
(McLuhan 1964) The substantial plot of the media waarginal; this means its content
does not have any impact on the socio-cultural renment. The main delivery of the
content with the important impact is the mediunelitsThis point of view was negated by
people working in the mass medium field and wassed by critical cultural theorists.
McLuhan here also presented his questionable divisf media as “hot” and “cool” -
based on the assumption that every type of medieeas different type of participation.
(Zechowski 2013) One of the McLuhan’s importanbkods alsoThe Medium is the
Massagewhich is a bestseller written in 1967. More thatlion copies were sold all over

the world. The book itself is a proof of graphipa¢sentation that the medium itself has the
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same valuable information as the ‘message’ whiehrttedium can transfer. The author
says‘societies have always been shaped more by theenafithe media by which men

communicate than by the content of the communindtidicLuhan 1967, 9)

There is no question that Marshall, Herbert McLuleamniched our society not only
with his theories, ideas and books, but mainly vhigh posture towards the historical and
futuristic background. Ciriticized or glorified bgl®wlars, academics and others, his ideas
entered the academic field. The contribution, whitdwrshal McLuhan made, to the mass
media society will be discussed for a long timena#l as his well-known aphorisms and

comments.
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2 INTRODUCTION TO THE MEDIA

The following section focuses on the introductidnnoedia as a concept which has a
considerable impact on the development of modeciegoand on the gradual modification
of language used in such society. From the hisibpoint of view, the progress and
contribution of specific media significantly chaxgte cognition of humankind. Further,
this development process changed the importantieeoperception space and the time in
the name of the media communication. Even thougferent types of media transform
different human sense, the significant changes hafsé¢ scenes could be analysed
throughout the recently most powerful media — thterhet. In more detail, the utilization
of media for communication facilitates to spreadipalar language. In this case the most
commonly used language of the media, televisionadicasting and the Internet is the

English language.

2.1 The Media

The word “media” itself definitely belongs to theost widely used notion of the
present time. The medium is a current topic dissdissnostly by sociologists,
psychologists, journalists and even by politicglinsorts of meanings. According to Jirak
(2003) the origin of the word “medium” comes fromtin. The denoting meaning stands
for a device, mediator, and mediate factor. Theesfthe notion of this word could be used
in different fields of study e.g. physics, chenyistsiology, computer technology and also
in the theory of social communication. Consequently study field, as a social
communication which deals with different variety @fterpersonal communication,
indicates the medium/media as a thing that fatéiganediation of specific message to a
certain kind of person or group of people by usirgommunication media. (Jirak 2003)

Media, especially the communication media, are neidy inseparable from our life
in the present day society. One of the main angirai purposes of the media existence is
to provide information. The information process kaseloped to such an extent that this
feature occurs in our lives on a daily bases. Asesult, this information might be
understood as an utterly vital for the functiontleé majority of social institutions and as
the basic instrument for the transmission. The ingmze of media could also be
demonstrated on the surroundings, where the plifdievents take place on the national
and international level. However, the main aim bé tmedia is the fact that it is a

momentous source of the social reality interpretatiherefore, it is a spot place where the
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most visible culture transmutation and society galare constructed and saved. (McQuail
1994) According to Burton (1997), the humankindmnsleavouring to give, by means of the
media communication, a certain exchange and flovinfafrmation as well as symbolic
contents in everyday life. Consequently, the meaxight be considered as anything that
provides communication or what allows its usersdalize the communication process.
(Jirak 2009)

2.2 The Influence of Media

According to Bysticky (2008), the media have become a new phenomevitoh not
only have the powerful impact on society, but atb@ange the character of sociological
thinking and sociological analyses. Still, the s$abf the media in the present world
requires new approaches to exactly determine thatgn which is in process. In this case
in terms of the meaning and its impact on the $p@s well as what types of changes
media caused. (Bystky 2008)

The interest of professionals and amateurs coimgethe function of the media, the
effort of the legislative branch to regulate med@mmunication and to influence the
medium itself as well as buying of hoarding and medoption or the struggle of citizens
against excessive violence in the media — all tHfestures are based on the definite
persuasion that media have the significant impactwhether it is an individual or the
whole society. After this manner, the media migiitluence behaviour and attitude of an
individual. Further on, the media can also exterwps of knowledge, help to educate, set
the life styles. But the media could also horrigyoke and provoke thrill or modify
important information. Last but not least, the naedre instruments used in order to
associate or separate communities of people. The puapose of this concern is the fact

that all variations of media have always made nmegnl impact. (Jirdk 2003)

2.3 The Mass Media

There are several theories concerning the histoy development of mass media.
Some of the authors associate the formation of m@assnunication with the invention of
print. However, a more realistic theory regardihg beginning of the mass media era
would be the innovation of films and broadcasthe tirst part of the 20th century, thus the

time when the amounts of consumers reach of thikonsl Even though the development
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of mass media is intricately dateable, the mainaadement of this field came with its
massive usage. (B ka 2009)

The determination of a word “mass media” generafigans periodic press, in
particular newspaper and the magazines, radio éadision. These days, the connotative
meaning shifted and the term is more often reptesgeby the Internet. Historically and
sociologically, the mass media offer forms of comoation with its characteristic
features. In principle, the availability of certaimedia depends on technical and distributive
options. However, the main aspects of the chanatiefeatures might be the progress of
creating a productive process which allows massartedoroduce current topics in a short
period (e.g. daily press) or even more it allowsajpel updating of information with stress
on the most important things. Basically, the modsogiety distinguishes itself by the
specific style of communication. Distinctive sty)eé communication based on availability
of any information merely for everybody. This wadycommunication is enabled due to the
invention of communication devices which allows @3#ding vast groups of recipients.
The recipients have the feasibility to get compnsitde and attractive contents due to the
development the mass media such as periodical ,pftats film, broadcasting and
television. (Jirak 2009)

2.4 The Internet

According to Danet and Herring (2007) the Interisgbrobably the most influential
mass medium of this time. It is almost unlikely, time modern society, not to be a
constituent of this spread mass media communicatievice. More than one billion
people, approximately one-sixth of the world, use internet to communicate. Therefore,
it might be the fundamental source of researcheanalysing language through the mass
media. The main significant part of the Interne¢raslives in the United States, almost
22% of the total number. (Internet World Stats 20TBe principal point of the large
number of the users might be the fact that thetioreaf the Internet originated in the
United States. This fact also further influenced ittnpact of the English language on the
Internet. (Danet, Herring 2007)

From the historical point of view, the Internet tightly connected with the
transformation of society. The exchanging inforrmatprocess is growing faster at the
same level as the operation with the informatiome Todern world, which as well as its

society uses the communication process in ordeobtain information, is even more
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interconnected these days resulting in a decrefadestances between places. Computing
technology, including the Internet as its fundarabcbmponent, is not already oriented
just on the computers, periphery and on the sysbernit is becoming characteristic of the
way of its existence. (Negroponte 20011) The conhcépime, as the most of human
population perceive the concept of time, is chaggirst the same as the concept of space
and information, mainly due to the developmenthef Internet and the gradual rate of its
usage. The history of the Internet is, on one hdralhistory of the technical development,
and on the other hand, depending on the point eWyialso the history of society
development which, nowadays, is closely interreldtethe Internet. According to & ka
(2009), another line of the history of the Interisetiemonstrated by the evolution process
of communication, in general, with retrenching ation in the space, time and the
transformation of human relationships. Based onptiogided evidence, the Internet itself
might be considered to be a controversial topitdiverse approaches.

Danet and Herring in their work The Multilinguailtérnet: Language, Culture, and
Communication Online (2007), mention that many gahapproaches of the scholars
regard English language as the powerful tool of Ititernet and the utilization of the
Internet could be used for the enlarging of theliBhdanguage. It is mainly given by the
number of the users on the Internet using the Ehddinguage for communication, whether
as a native speaker or non-native speaker. Thergahe English language considered a
lingua franca of the World Wide Web world — theelmtet.

However, some of the scholars look at the spredaldeobne powerful language as the
discomfiture and the loss of the minority languagekich could lead to a complete
extinction of these smaller languages. Nevertlselemst of the important theories might
be taken as concernments which could advertisketmtitset of the globalization process
due to the spread of the English language on tieenet. (Danet and Herring 2007)

For a consideration of these two theories, it sedms the scope of the English
language on the Internet brings us a big advardagealso damage of old roots in the way
of lost languages. On the other, becoming Englssh dngua franca on the Internet helps
people entirely change the meaning of borders, @meé space. The usage of only one
language on an international level will develop axisty without any communication

barrier.
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3 THE VISION

Providing a comprehensive understanding of McLUhaviision about the Global
Village, and giving an insight into fundamentaldhies and theses how the present day life
is being influenced by the media, allow readergrtderstand spreading of the most widely
used language — English. Due to historical andasaciltural context of the English
language, the world is becoming open to every iddial. Communication skills and the
ability to learn and use English all over the waglthble people to be connected no matter
what nation they are and what their mother-tongueThis approach of spreading one

language around the globe creates a possibilitjoskly linked society.

3.1 McLuhan’s Global Village

“Time' has ceased, 'space’ has vanished. We imevinl a global village...

a simultaneous happening.” (McLuhan 1967, 63)

In the 1960°s McLuhan preached an idea aboutrnileoéprinted culture. This notion
was based on the development of electronic teciggpltevices and media replacing the
cultural cognition from visual (printed text) toabrand aural (spoken text). Further on,
McLuhan’s contribution might be demonstrated ontlaroprediction concerning this new
era of the electronic technology strongly assawgatihe humankind with social
organization with a common identity, including telement of “tribal base” - The author
denominated this new community as a “Global Villag®ictorsira 2012)

To understand the whole term of “Global Villagerst, it is necessary to distinguish what
meaning is connected with the term “village”. Itghi represent an idea of a small venue
where mankind could communicate and react to tlemtsvand information at the same
time as they happen, and also a place where migmaliarity reaches a relatively high
level. Furthermore, according to Benjamin Symes toncept of “Global Village”
signifies a theoretical image of the public on #dge of social awareness, where all
participants know each other so well that togethey create a society on the global scale.
(Symes 1995) In other words, McLuhan’s idea of talovillage” refers to promptitude of
the senses, which are directly connected with peed of media we are using. The media,
such as the Internet, a telephone and a televesable the population to contact people
from other continents. The globe has, to a cerabent, “shrunk”. Not only distances are

being shortened, but also society keeps at theositspn of possibilities, which were
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unfamiliar to us or not available. While sittinglaame, it is possible these days to have a
cup of tea with a president or to travel aroundwioeld. Moreover, the society tends to be
interdependent on technologies that provide theodppity to participate in the daily
process of the global communication. (McLuhan 1964)

Subsequently, one of the major media, which sarvesrms of connecting population,
is the Internet. The internet represents the mediupporting a major part of community
connected on the global scale. According to Benja®ymes, discussing the “Global
Village,” one of the most significant theories cenung the Internet is an idea regarding
the feasible ability of Internet to dissociate ocemitaded power. In the case of this
situation, when the power would be dived, it coblel subservient to humankind, in

shaping community with the integrated basis. (Syir895)

3.1.1 Medial Era

Recently, every single day of our life is provitmgbe influenced by media, whatever
the interpretation. The medial era, especiallyuefices sociological approaches, which are
trying to find support mainly in systematic theomysticky (2008), notes that the
sociological concept of the media includes somé¢hef modernization and simultaneous
globalization aspects. The formation process of meedia and new technologies along
with mass media and its impact provide a certaigsiality of the creation of new
sociological theories, such as the alternationaofjliages through the mass media. This
alternation concept might be a fundamental aspéd¢h® globalization of the society.
(Byst icky 2008)

3.2 Language in Global Village

Focusing on the alternation of the language, iinigortant to understand the meaning
of the term “Net language”. The facts that the raeatie tightly connected to the culture
changes, and consequently, one of the main poihtshe@ change is the language
modification, have been already explained. Furtloeenit is important to consider the fact
that all inhabitants of the village around the widnave different dialects, which may vary
based on the place of living. Subsequent, condidarahould include the reality that
inhabitants of the Global Village have also sonmakof their own dialect which might be
called as the “Net language”. (Crystal 2001)
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3.3 Net Language

To fully understand the comprehensive knowledgeceming the use of the language
on the Internet, it is necessary to explain theiomotof the computer-mediated
communication. The computer-mediated communicafloMC) adverts to produce the
language through the Internet. From the linguigt@nt of view, the communication
through the Internet involves the language withognaphical mistakes, for example,
punctuation. Therefore, regarding the text on thierhet, it might be characterized as
informal, or even vague. (Herring 2008) From thespective of the word “Net language,”
or as David Crystal points out, “Netspeak” in hiok Language and the Interné2001), it
is sufficiently functional identification of unde¢esding that the notion “speak” represents
the comprehensible involvement of written and afgmoken variation. To provide
comprehensive information about the “Net languagies” system of linguistic expression
which is based on different situational elementsilddde beneficial. Different situations
require different variety of speech. As the resu#t,are aware of what kind of the language
we are compulsory to use. Demonstrating on thetipedcexample, the language at the
court would significantly differ from the languag¢ the model show commentators.
Considering the communication on the Internet &d of variety of the language which
belongs predominantly into the written medium, @ulM be subservient to recognize the
features of the language variety reflecting thettemi language on the Internet. (Crystal
2001)

The linguistic studies identify five main types ialin are determined for the written
dimension of the language. Although we perceiveltkernet communication as written in
the process of the further development, it is gadesio state, with some kind of degree
certainty, that the spoken dimension of the Interaed mainly of the blogs, is creating its
strong position. Due to this fact, the Internetrasare currently able to interact within
situations where the spoken language is requiregst& defines the spoken language and
two more types of the language varieties whichwavgh mentioning. (Crystal 2001)
Language variety features within a written language
1. Graphic features — including the settings arsl \lsual presentation of the written
language. These factors include propgrography graphic layout spacing picturesand

use of colours
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2. Graphological features - refer to the differase of an individual. The choice of the
features could be distinctive in the use of ruléspmelling punctuation capitalization
word breaksandemphasis
3. Grammatical features — including the scope nfssyand morphology. The grammatical
features are sets based on distinctive useood orderandsentence structure
4. Lexical features — refer to the establishedddetvords andidioms with the defined
utilization of the variety. In other words, thesmatures represent the vocabulary of the
language.
5. Discourse features — refer to the defined ushefules agoherenceandrelevance of
the textand als@aragraph structurelt is based ostructural organization
6. Phonetic features — including characteristi¢cuiess of the spoken dimension. Set in the
use ofvoice conceptvoice qualityandvocal register
7. Phonological features — refer to the sound timcof the separate language. These terms
are based on the different usevofvels consonantsintonation stress and pause(Crystal
2001)

It is merely certain that the Internet communimatior the Internet language, might be
considered as unique with respect to the Inteareguage styles. There is an amount of

varied styles as concerning speech, writing anéclis (Crystal 2001)

3.4 Linguistics Phenomena in the CMC

As have been pointed out, the Internet commumnatiight be considered written and
spoken depending on the interpretation. Regardiegwtritten form, the users cannot use
the paralinguistic aspects to express their atitasl possible within the verbal face-to-face
communication. As the result, the participants fstered to create special types of
symbols and new vocabulary in order to replacetralinguistic aspects. The computer-
mediated-communications (CMC) reflect the developtm@rocess which brings many of
the linguistic changes that do not follow the apiate linguistic rules. Therefore a new
style of the language influenced by Internet, tame space is being created. (Crystal 2001)

From the linguistic point of view, within the Imteet communication, and mainly in

the informal online blogs, the main areas of thismpomenon could be found.

3.4.1 Phonological Phenomenon
Firstly, the phonological phenomenon needs todmsidered. The users of the Internet

communication are continuously creating new wortts the terms in order to replace long
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phrases by using homophones letters and numbénstivatview of shortening sentences.
For example,C U L8ER, where ‘C’ is the substitute for the expressigeée’, ‘U’ replaces
the pronoun ‘you’ and the compound of letters ‘L8ERnds for ‘later’. Another phenomenon
would be the total change of a given word, or somet even a sentence made by the
reduction. For instance 'y’ which refers to the dowhy' and the term ‘dunno’ stands for
whole the sentence ‘I do not know'. The users tendreate a new vocabulary for the main

reason — time saving. (Crystal 2001)

3.4.2 Lexical Phenomenon
From the lexical point of view, the phenomenonGMC allows for the occurrence of

metaphors, personification, vulgarisngcronyms initialism and graphic abbreviations
According to Crystal (2001), such an abbreviatiorthe language could be implemented on
the words, as well as, on the whole sentence, dstmatimg this phenomenon on the practical
example ‘OMG’ (Oh my God). One of the reasons fug tisage of the abbreviation of the
words and the sentences could be the sociolingusstidy, respectively connected with the
community and the identity (see in chapter IV).sTprinciple of creating new words, being
understood only by a few members of the Internetgr gave us the ability to create our own

communities and become one of the members. (Crg8il)

3.4.3 Syntactic Phenomenon

In consideration of the next phenomenon, from diaatactic standpoint, the situation is
quite similar as in the paragraph above, i.e. tersiof the CMC inclined on the shortening
whether in the words or in the whole sentence.@mother hand users of online blogs tend to
emphasize sentence elglo love you Another syntactic example of shortening usagelavou
be an omission of subjects in the sentenceslagy.got promoted in the joBnother example
would be an implication of inflectional morphemesshorted forms: “keep on rollin” use of ‘-
in’ suffix instead of ‘-ing’. (Crystal 2003) Thig&ture could by define as contraction, which is

also frequently used with term and phraselras- | am

3.4.4 Other Linguistic Elements

In the case of the Internet communication texthyams from the linguistic point of
view, other elements of the grammatical rules a#tgon could be found. Crystal (2003)
mentions a lack of punctuation symbols in the mé&icommunication, but he points out a
larger presence of question-marks and exclamatiarksn Missing capitalization of the

personal pronoun “I” is also one of the peculiasgtof the CMC, which may be included in
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this linguistic phenomenon. Other features conogrr€MC and online blogs could be
defined inmodality, intertextualityand variety of light style punctuation or heavy style
punctuation(Crystal 2003)

Beyond all these changes concerning the Interogtnaunication, there is a huge

increase of the additional linguistic elements,alhwill be analyzed in the practical part.

3.5 The English Language without Communication Barrier

Everyday life is influenced by the power of Enfglilanguage use. The historical
context provides a countless number of the impoffests which caused the spreading of
the English language. It creates varieties of Bhglnguage which are considered to be an
interesting field of study. The historical recordstablished the strong bases for the
spreading of the English language due to the psogEBritish colonization which ended in
the 19" century, and also due to the USA becoming theitgagiconomic power in the 20
century. The other significant aspects of the poassistance of the English language
might be the culture and the social developmenbar the world based on the utilization
of the language through the Internet communicatiNowadays, the English native
language inhabitants represent more than 70% padippeer the world. These significant
facts about the language power might be a fundaahpitiiar in establishing English as the
Global Language with the side long effect of beamnwhole world as a one English
speaking nation, regardless of English languagegbesed as a second language or a

foreign language. (Crystal 2003)

3.5.1 History of Spreading the English Language

The historical record indicates the begging of Emglish language spreading with the
British colonization around the world. The missicinem America to Asia and other
continents, including Africa and South Pacific het1d" century started the spreading of
the English language. The main purpose of thessioms was to expand the power and the
wealth of the Great Britain as a global leading powHowever, the colonization did not
bring just the wealth and the power, but also mteglian image for the English language as
the language spoken around the world. Furtherhén2d' century the English language
was accepted by many other states and countriehea®fficial or the semi-official
language. (Crystal 2003)

According to Graddol (1996), the first attemptsestablishing the colonies were in the

begging of the 1% century when the England settlers started to imHdbrth America.
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However, the English colonists were not the firs¢®on the American continent. The first
colonists, who came to the American continent, wiiee Spanish. The arrival of the
Spanish colonization just highlighted the fact tbtter spreading of the language came to
the American continent.

The following expedition into the new world and nealonies establishment were
brought by British colonization into the southerartpof the globe, more particularly to
Australia. In comparison, in the middle of thé"i&ntury, the southern globe hemisphere
was not as influenced as the northern part of kbleeg Nevertheless, the English language
itself developed as the everyday spoken languagenawadays there are more than 80%
of British inhabitants. Even though there are aoremus number of different languages,
English is still regarded as the official languagfethe Australian continent. (Carbone
2006) Through the global spreading of the Britiskonies, the English language got also
feasibility of adoption in South Asia. From the eromical point of view, trade and
transportable wealth facilitate to develop Englishthe Indian subcontinent. Although,
there was struggle regarding a usage variety ofli§ing English Hindi and the other
languages. The English language in Asia, mainhaetityoung people, who found English
as an advantage in the modern world of media corization. By the beginning of the 19
century, Africa was affected by the English langaag well. British English and American
English were mainly adopted in West Africa as tffficial language by six states: Sierra
Leone, Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria, Cameroon and Lib&ria number of countries, British
English demonstrated its influence due to the dmration of the English as the official
language. (Crystal 2003)

The English language established strong bases drinenwhole globe. Without no
doubt, the process of British colonization in thé&'&nd 18 century, and also the era of
industrial revolution in the I8 and 19 century as well as the process of the USA
becoming an economic leading power in th& 26ntury, enabled English, whether British
English or American English or even its varieti@sturn into the strongest language of the
world.

The map shows spreading of American and BritishliEmghrough the history around
the globe. (Crystal 2003) (See Appendix 1)
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3.5.2 The English Language from Global Scale
According to the wide spread of English, underdhéhority of the historical context

and also the entrance of the mass media commuoncatiany linguists prognosticate the
extinction of more than 6.000 spoken languagesiennext century. Approximately, more
than 100 languages have already been extinct amy wikers are on the edge of the
disappearance. (Erickson 2000) To illustrate tharotling power of the English language
around the whole world, the Indian linguist Brajdkau presents the three “circles” of the
English language. These circles display the fouadapvf English and its development

through the different areas. (See Appendix 2)

Even though the approach does not include all wsn and in the process of further
spreading every year would change the total numhbesillustration of the spreading
process was found as a benefit.

1. “The inner circle” illustrates the fundamentaluatries where English is considered a

mother tongue. This area involves especially UnK@tgdom, United States of America
and also Ireland, Canada, Australia and New Zeal@mystal 2001)

2. “The outer circle” includes countries where Eglish language largely interacts in the

everyday life as a second language. The non-ngpeakers with the utilization of English
in administrative organizations originate from Maialndia, Singapore and more than 50
other places. (Crystal 2001)

3. “The expanding circle” refers to the countrigsiah do not have any connection with the

historical context of the spreading of English assiin the “inner circle”. Also, these
countries do not consider English as a second Eggurhe status of the English in these
countries is as a language taught as a foreigruéayegy However, the consideration of the
number in an expanding circle depends more on dihemt situation which is every year
totally different due to the dispersion of Englisilmong the media users. This circle
concern Poland, Greece, Japan, China and moresotentries are added every year.
(Crystal 2001)

However, this approach may have many exceptiomgradximately, more than 75
countries and areas belong to the “special plat#ieocircle. This place refers to the areas
where English is simultaneously used as a secomglitage and also as a foreign language.
These areas are unable to be clearly consideré&thglssh speaking countries, based on

political independency, whether the English langusigould be used as the inner circle or
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outer circle. Such an example of the country whth $tatus of the “special place” might be
Tanzania. Although, the English language once aekighe primary status in Tanzania
and has lost this status, the influence of thedagg was so strong that the usage became

part of the everyday life together with the primimyguage in the country. (Crystal 2003)

3.5.3 Future of the English Language

“There has never been a language so widely spreagaken by so many people as
English. There are therefore no precedents to elpee what happens to a language

when it achieves genuine world status.” (Cryst@f7, p. 139)

As demonstrated above, the English language hgsstreng roots all over the world.
This creation of English knowledge represented gniicant milestone in further
expanding of the English language in thé"2@ntury. The prognostication of Marshal
McLuhan about “Global Village” has become the tgaiind even more people face the
fact that we are now living in the process of thabglization where English is taking the
main part. The approach of the Internet and huge of the use of this medium brings
people a new level of the communication regardtdsspace and time. English is, as a
matter of fact, a priority choice for people whonvéo communicate throughout the whole
world. The question is: How will the English langeachange in the future?

The contemporary position concerning English Hesady changed, in the connection
with the number of the native speakers, the nunobéhe second language speakers and
also the speakers who use English as a foreignuéeyey Beyond of all statistics and
theories, it can be very hard, in the present days;larify certain number of native
speakers and non-native speakers using Englisecasi@ or foreign language. Spreading
of English can be from year to year alternativen€idering further English language and
its use on the Internet which also helps in spregdihe Internet world statistics indicate
the use of English language with 565,004,126 userghe Internet. In comparing to
Chinese with 509,965,013 users can be English kEgmudefined as the most utilized
language via the Internet. (Internet World Stat$120n reference to the video: “What is
the future of the English language?” Ben Bowlintegathat in the consequence of non-
native English speaker’'s predominance, China addlhave become the world’s largest

English speaking country. Provided that the inarepaumber of the non-native speakers
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is going to continue, we have to identify the virief dialects of the English language.
Therefore, it might be presumable that Englishhim future will be formed and shaped by
the non-native speakers. This phenomenon could teaal total change of the English
grammar, syntax and other rules. In other wordstead of having one standard version of
English there will be a diverse variation of didtecreated based on the English Standard.
(Bowlin 2011)
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4 SOCIOLINGUISTICS OF ONLINE BLOGS

The strong position of the language seen as thst rpowerful tool for the
communication is given by the distinct usage otlitsTherefore, as a part of the
linguistics, we also have to consider chapter, Wwhieals with the sociolinguistics of
online blogs. The notion of sociolinguistics is wdrard to define due to its very large
scope of the study. Nevertheless, one of the qesms of sociolinguistics could by
defined as a study of analysing conception as antity, power class, status, gender,
politeness etc. (Wardhaugh 2006) However, due g¢ocationymity in the CMC, it is very
hard to study features such as age, gender andnrégidetermine the exact language
variation. Therefore sociologists have to also ys&huthenticity of given information on
the Internet. Androutsopoulos 2006 he sociolinguistics should facilitate us to péree
principles of the linguistic studies. Social aspeaftthe language appear in the written and
spoken language on daily bases, the question sth@hwe could find same aspects in the

Internet language or in the CMC, to be more preiciske online blogs.

4.1 Community

One of the most important aspects of the Inteooghmunication is a community.
From the sociolinguistic point of view, we can ufe term “speech community” as
sociolinguistics does. According to Wardhaugh (90@6peech community can be seen as
a group of two or more members with the commonvaies for which purpose they could
gather. From the sociolinguistic point of view, timernet communities could be seen as
gathering members of groups with the same topidigdouss in order to create places and
blogs on the InternetAadroutsopoulos 2006) The fact that the online blage created for
the purpose to share the common interest and topigisl be the main aspect that determines

community in the virtual world.

4.2 Identity

Based on the different situation, place and tipegple might have more identities
than one. We can distinguish 2 types of identitiles:first one would be personal which is
providing a status of how we consider ourselves;siecond one explains the status of how
other people see us, and is called social. (Meye#®6) Most of the people tend to rely
on their social identities. Every action which we id usually observed and consequently

judged by others.
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The situation on online blogs would be at the séewel as the situation with social
identity. Due to the anonymity of the Internet, pleocould use their blogs as the other
identity of their selves. The change of the idgntitight be seen as a wall behind which
people are trying to hide their real ones ideniitye author of the blog identity is hidden;
therefore, we have to assimilate with some mattegs,language choice. Gender aspect is

closely related to the identity in the sociolindigidield. (Androutsopoulos 2006)

4.3 Gender

Gender is the first and the most significant thiigich people notice about others. This
fact is so obvious that we do not need to everkthimout it. However, in some cases on
the Internet, it could be difficult to determinengler, due to the usage of nicknames.
(Trudgill 2000) The guide to this issue might bediatinction based on the different
features of the writing style between man and wamigmical features of the women
writing style might be way of politeness and frigndiay of the communication. Female
users are more neutral. On the other hand, mals tesed to be more competitive, mainly

with the arguable statements. (Herring 2000)

4.4 Language Issues
In the recent era of the Internet communicatioa,can distinguish different types of

trends. One of these types stands for the stromgeipof the English language on the
Internet due to the availability of the websitesast English. Therefore, lots of translation
tool and software programs are created to extentbeuof online users in countries where
English language is not well-known. Nevertheless,avery non-native speaker who could
use the English language, whether it is writingoly reading, could entirely comprehend
the grammar constructions and other kind of vocalyulJsers of the Internet and bloggers
are not aware of certain linguistic rules. (Bar@®2) This leads to simplification of the

language which is demonstrated in the practicdl gfathis thesis.

4.5 Social Interaction

According to Kim (2000), there is the most advahtteeory on the social interaction -
“Cues-Filtered-Out theory” the theory founded oge thsufficiency of social and physical
stimulations in the Internet communication. Onedghis that people do not have to inhibit
their behaviour and the other one is that peomeuaed to communicate through the body

language and through typical features of voiceuidiclg pitch, stress, pausing etc. (Kim
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2000) Therefore, due to the inability to connectthwithe address face-to-face

communication users of blogs and authors of theg lolould behave more casually and

release.
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5 INTRODUCTION TO THE DISCOURSE, DISCOURSE ANALYSIS
AND DISCOURSE OF BLOGS

Following chapter focuses on the explanation @ tlotion of discourse, discourse
analysis and especially discourse of blogs, whidhbg important for the main chapter -

practical part i.e. analysis of online blogs.

5.1 Discourse

First of all, to get comprehensive knowledge abdigcourse analysis, a brief
explanation of what exactly discourse is would kettiv mentioning. According to James
Gee (2011), conception of discourse is linked emtdy and action. In other words, to fully
understand the discourse concept in the case &kspateraction or written form, we are
using different identities, e.g. a given speech icompany would be totally different to a
given toast in front of your friends. Providing \&ee not familiar with thgerson, we are
speaking to at a given moment; it is hard to urtdas the meaning of the whole
conversation. In this case, we can be just famiigih some kind of text.

Widdowson (Widdowson 2007) states that the exdfgrdnce between the notion of
word discourse and text rely in comprehension. @ttarization of the text is stated as an
important tool for communication, although it doest have to be comprehensible. At the
moment when a spoken form or a written form oftde is understandable, a text can be

stated as a discourse.

5.2 Discourse Analysis

According to Gee (Gee 2011), discourse analysiseams the use of language not just
as an instrument of communication, but also asnatrument of comprehension. Gee
further states that there is a number of diffenaariation discourse analysis approaches.
Some approaches are closely connected to the lgagarad especially in the grammar,
morphology, phonology and other linguistic aspextshe language. Other approaches of
discourse analysis are more concerned with thealsaspects. McCarthy (1991) defines a
discourse analysis as a process of a researchirigcols a connection between language,
context and cultural setting which influence utllibn of language. The range of a

discourse analysis might differ from a written fotona spoken form.
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McCarthy (McCarthy 1991) states there are two nagiproaches towards a historical
overview of discourse analysis, British and Amamic®ritish approach to discourse
analysis is connected with well-known names suctMasA. K. Halliday, Sinclair and
Coulthard and also with the Prague School linguidtliday’s attitude towards language
and his work helps stressed the importance of kdaieguage function. Likewise,
significant for British approach to discourse asaywere Sinclair and Coulthard, who
compiled several patterns for a variety of socmk®n interaction, conversation, debates
and also for monologues. Discourse analysis inidBritircles was influenced mainly by
structural-linguistic criteria.

McCarthy (1991) mentions important authors as. Isumperz and D. Hymes, who
helped in the development of American discourselyaisa American approach to
discourse analysis was more engaged in social @tga background and its participants.
It observed daily ordinary speech events, e.g.tgpg®e tales and discussions which were
set in various social backgrounds. This processhiming also known as conversation
analysis which is the main part of American disseulanalysis. American approach
significantly enriched the study of the discourswlgsis with the demonstration of
discourse types, social convention of modesty dswlfacial features in spoken interaction.
(McCarthy 1991)

Discourse analysis is nowadays a wide-spreadpditseiwhich examines connections
between contexts, cultural setting and the usefdage, no matter whether spoken or

written.

5.3 Discourse of Blogs

Thanks to the Internet, online blogs, its develeptmand analysing it, has become a
trend for present-day society and also has becomerant resource for linguistic study.
Based on Myers (Myers 2010) the function of onliags is seen similar to a function of
newspapers. It is a different way of getting infatran with more personal overview where
the use of the other links is closely interconnécaie the international level, and therefore,
online blogs became a place with multiple variadiai materials for analysing. Online
blogs could be divided into two types. The firsedrs a type of online blogs which list a
number of topics with links to other blogs or weesj listed according to the sight of the
particular blog; this form of online blogs is clfssimilar to news. On the other hand, the

second type of blogs is seen more as an online@parsliary gathering stories with few
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links to the same blog but another article or lindksother blogs or websites. These two
types of online blogs are further analysed in trectcal part of this thesis which focuses
mainly on the use of language from the linguistp of view. (Myers 2010)

The main tool for bloggers is style of writing, ather words, their language. It is
necessary to use certain devices, whether diredhdirect, to attract attention of the
audience. It can be said that types of politicdlnenblogs and other ones, prefer to use
formal language and also tend to follow the rulegrammar. On the other hand, other
more informal blogs are providing friendly way ofiting with more informal language,
sometimes with a high usage of vulgarisms and wai$io high presence of grammatical
mistakes which are made unintentional or intentioNa&vertheless, this kind of writing
could be the main key of attracting interest ofiremireaders who can be also involved in a
certain kind of discussion, and thereby to haveachn the shaping of the used language

on the blog.

5.3.1  New Linguistic Attributes of Online Blogs

This chapter is closely linked to chapter 3. Adbog to the academic papArBrief
Overview of the Linguistic Attributes of the Blolgepe by Nilsson, new attributes of online
blogs can be discussed. Online blogs languagesor “alet language” is combination of
both attributes form of spoken and written formcofnmunication. To give a list of new
linguistic attributes on online blogs it is importato define linguistic characteristics
between spoken and written form which is displayPavid Crystal’s chart (see Appendix
3).

Regarding David Crystal’s chart the list of newrilatites could be presented as
follows:
Spoken points of view:
1. Time-bound — the use of language on online btaysbe defined as time-bound. New
post are presented on the front of the blog (péwed specific period of time. After this
period the post are moved to “archives”, where stdlycan be found by readers.
2. Contains prosody — although the visual form logb seems to be mainly of a written
type, due to the use of different punctuation ambtecons, bloggers creates effect of
spoken form. Spoken utilities as loudness or rhytilaggers control by using italics or
bold type of letter.

3. Socially Interactive — online blogs are creatiegv opportunities for social interaction.
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4. Spontaneous — the new social interaction arldglias depends on the active part of the
blogger.

5. Loosely structured — online blogs could be pres as a sudden action for expressing
opinions. They do not need to be planned. (NilsXa0B)

Written points of view:

1. Repeatedly revisable — one of the advantage$prosome blogger disadvantage, of
online blogs can be found in the ineffaceabilitytted posts which can be still found on the
Internet despite bloggers deleting a post.

2. Elaborately structured — the combination of mogoes, dialogues, spoken forms and
written forms creates a complex illusion of theioalblogs with a larger evidence of
subordinate clauses, abbreviations, swear wordsaany blogger’s words.

3. Visually decontextualized — in other words, opaliblogs have a lack of video
visualization; thereby there is lack of paralingigi$eatures.

4. Graphically rich — one of the most popular terad today’s blogs is utilization of
graphical tools, mostly photos which lead to cabf photoblogs.

5. Space-bound — refering to capability of contlrpravision of services for posting new
articles, photos and videos which also have impadhe discourse of online blogs.

6. Factually communicative — as was pointed outtgpe of online blogs provides kind of
news, it can be said that certain facts are digclss

7. Contrived — there is a time-lag between posting response. (Nillson 2003)

Combination of both forms, spoken and writtenates a unique language use in the

online blogs.
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6 METHODOLOGY AND DATA COLLECTING

6.1 Methodology

The practical part analyses the linguistic andaimguistic features of online blogs.
These linguistic and sociolinguistic features, Wahare introduced in the theoretical part,
enable to execute particular data analysis conogrmnline blogs, more precisely,
linguistic phenomena of online blogs including pblmgical, lexical, syntactic and others
features involving mainly intertextuality and typaghy. The part of sociolinguistic
phenomena analysing enables to examine identityalsmteraction, and language issues
of online bloggers.

Three different text extracts (blog posts) angjestt of the analysis. The examples are
further indicated and demonstrated by the meamis@humbers. Sample 1 (see appendix
IV) includes a blog of a teenage girl who is pogtimriting mainly about herself and her
hobbies. Hypothetically, highly informal and ungraatically rich discourse can be
expected. Sample 2 (see appendix V) contains bbsgry of an adult woman. The blog
the sample 2 was awarded, and is very well-knowerefore, there could be expectations
of the utilization of formal language, neverthele#sguistic phenomena of online
communication has a huge influence on the writihgloggers. This feature will be further
demonstrated in the analysis. Sample 3 (appendixxMild be defined as a formal blog
posting of an acknowledged professor who is blogigmainly about politics. Though, a
formal and grammatically correct language is exgaicEach blog post is attached in the
appendix (IV, V and VI), therefore before readihgough the analysis part is important to

read through these appendixes.

6.2 Data Collecting

The data liable to the analysis were collectedhoee different types of online blogs.
Samples 1 and 2 could be generally defined as parsharies and as a total opposite to
the sample 3, which was taken from an online btoghed based on news post. Since the
online blogs are available to everyone on the h@grbloggers were not informed about

linguistic and sociolinguistic analysis.
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7 ANALYSIS OF LINGUISTIC AND SOCIOLINGUSTIC
PHENOMENA

7.1 Sample 1 - Linguistic Phenomena

7.1.1 Phonological Features

Interjections
17 ...snackfull churro....mmmmmmmm....before spending...
26 ..., but laid back..maybe- AHHH!

Considering the age of the blogger presence ohglogical features on the blog was
expected. Nevertheless, just two of these featnezs observed in the sample 1. Lines 17
and 26 display applied interjection, which are, te most of cases, followed by
exclamation mark. In case of sample 1, the usentefjections refers to certain kind of

emotion.

7.1.2 Lexical Features

Urban and Personal Vocabulary

2 I'mgonna do a fact file ...

5 | split up words to make things just a tincyrnibre easier ...
8 A sipe lunch with lemon steak sandwiches ...

21 There are many more luverly days ...

22 ... the text in green is rather fanaticalandois.n

31 ... photographer, or designer wateva for ASOS ...

One of the predominant features of online blogsegally, is a high presence of urban
or personal vocabulary. The use of such a lexiesiog, frequently, responds to the age of
blogger. The meaning of certain words is not alwelgsr, and therefore, readers need to
use dictionaries, for example, online urban diaign Not necessarily though, lines no. 2,
22 and 31 represent cases when the meaning casibededucted. On the other hand, the
meaning of line no. Fincy will probably be just reader's presumptions, baseathe
blogger have applied word, which does not exising vocabulary. In this case, the word

could belong to personal vocabulary. In the line 8sipe and 21luverly, the blogger
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applied urban words. According to the online urlggctionary the wordsipe means “to
drink to excess in the company of close friendggrofesulting in black out, pizza, arrest
and / or whale poaching”. (urban dictionary) Instluase, line 8 could be interpreted,
according to the age of the blogger, in connectwith a huge amount of food. Moreover,
the wordluverly is defined as “regional colloquialism fvely'. (urban dictionary) In the
case of the sample 1, it is useful to use urbatiodiary to comprehend the text, especially

for non-native speakers.

Quotational Compound

4  ...it would ruin the whole mysterious-ness-es-ig-sf it...

In the line no. 4, an example of a quatational goamd can be found, though, not fully
grammatical correct. A quotational compound isualty, combination of two or more
words connected by hyphens, in this case “myststfiand “nessesiosity”. Nevertheless,
the meaning of the second applied word in this csumging is not completely clear. On
the other hand, this example could be also claskifas a phonological element.

Presumably, the blogger is trying to evoke a certad of sound.

7.1.3 Syntactic Features

Contraction

I'm (four times)
I'd (four times)

| don’t (three times)
I"'ve (twice)

| can’t (once)
aren’t (once)

From the syntactical point of view, contractioqpled in the blog post sample no. 1
can be defined as a most predominant tool of inébmriting, although, the contraction
are rather used in speech. Even though, contraistiarsyntactic feature, typical for speech,
there is huge presence of this element in onlingdlMoreover, it is worth mentioning,

that a contracted form of two words is consideredd one word.
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Missing Subject

17 Then pop to Leisceter square for Ben and Jewifsa friend who | don’t see

much ...
Although the sentence forms full meaning, gramaadliy it could be defined as one
with wrong word-order. The change of the predigaip toto a subject aso pop towould

create a grammatically correct sentence.

Missing Predicate

8 A sipe lunch with lemon steak sandwiches, spigedges (with salsa) and a

cool can of Guarana in my hand —lying on a deckraéhahe shade.

In general, the term predicate is defined as aajnke main parts in the sentence.
Nevertheless, considering missing predicate in $bistence of the sample 1, the content,
together with the rest of the text, still forms sokind of sense, because the blogger is

trying to describe one day activity.

7.1.4 Others Linguistic Features

Textual Level — Cohesion and Coherence

In terms of cohesion, the repetitive applicatidntlee personal pronouh can be
defined as a most predominant cohesive elemetteiwhole sample 1. A part from that,
there are other elements of cohesion used e.i.hanapjunctions, punctuation marks,
negation, modality and lexical reference. In thegle 1 high presence of cohesive ties and
several intertextual links might be identified. Maosf the intertextual links are not
explicitly explained, and readers need some kindaofogical presumption to fully
understand the meaning of the text. Though, thé sexnple 1 could be defined as

coherent.

Intertextuality
7 ... from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at La Bois beach ie Be Re (La Rochelle,

France) ...
12 ... back to La Rochelle, with sublime sunset ...

14 ... go to Covent Garden for shopping ...
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15 ... then hop off to Spitalfeild market for a fun ...

17 ... spending afternoon at greenich park until ...

17 ... Then pop to Leisceter square for ...

18 ... for Ben and Jerry’s with a friend ...

19 ... geton train to the ASOS head quarters ...
28 ...-Zoe Kravitz- | love her Dad’s (Lenny Kravisnngs ...
30 ...- Asos and topshop ...

Intertextuality is a standard of textuality refeg to extra linguistic reality. In the
sample 1, a high presence of intertextual links lmariound, most of the can be logically
elicited. In the lines no. 7,12,14,15 and 17, tlogder is writing about a certain place. The
line no. 7 could be defined as matter of interEsitrther, the reader is not familiar with
other lines concerning certain a place. In the ioel8, most likely, the author refers to the
well-known ice cream. Despite the missing explamgtithe blogger probably assumed
familiarity of readers with the word. Further, tlees 19, 28 and 30 refer to well-known

shops, and to popular celebrities.

Links
33 ...Suzie bubble I <3 her blog
33 ... the master behind theunway D.l.Y blog

Links are very likely to occur in online blogs. @dly, links refer to another blog, which
blogger finds interesting, on the other hand, bdoggften use links as headlines to support
their posts. Therefore, links referring to othetickes might be considered features of
intertextuality. In the sample 1 author of the btefers to two different blogs with similar
interest. Generally, the usage of this feature shiogyher authenticity and reliability of the

text.

Modality
21 | would love ...

22 1simply_can’t ... You may have noticed ...
22 | would love to have ...
25 I'dsay, ...
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27
30
32
35

I"d love to work ...
|"d love to be a model ...
| could get free clothes ...

| could write ...

According to MisSikova (MisSikova 2003), modaldsn be defined as the linguistic

device for expressing an author’s view of certaiptpbability, possibility, urgency and

request. In the sample 1, we can observe the ufafe modal verbs to display author’s

attitude toward the text. Modality can be also espnted by other means e. i. adverbs

(apparently, certainly, hypothetically) also byudas (I confess, | believe, | my opinion)

and mood, etc. .

Punctuation and Typography

Light style of punctuation

The lack of punctuation, in the sample 1 displaygery light style of punctuation.

Therefore, the text can be defined as highly infdrm

Ellipsis

~N o 0o wN

17
17
22
25
26

.. churro

..so hereitis .....ME ...

.. important.............. ENJOY ...
.. remain unknown...... >My perfect day ...
.. qQuite afew ........ 1. Bacon sandwich ...

.. (La Rochelle, France)....the waves are ...

.mmmmmmmm....before spending ...

.. park until four....Then pop to ...

s

.. I simply can’t..... You may have ...

.. 'have no idea...I'd say, ...
.. laid back..maybe- AHHH! ...

Sample 1 can be defined as a demonstration oivtbeg application of ellipsis. The

blogger absolutely breaks the rules of utilizatadrellipsis marks in number of full stops.

Nevertheless, only one ellipsis with the correcages occurs, precisely line no. 25.

Considering means of such a bad application ofdidps there is a doubt in selection of
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these examples as an element of linguistic feat@asthe other hand, not taking into
account the wrong application, the interpretatidrstops markers could be defined as a
pause between blogger's thoughts, or trying torg@prtiramatic writing. Further, the

explanation of correct usage of ellipses is displathe Sample 2.

Exclamation Marks
3 ... ENJOY! ...
8 ... andthere is just Summer springing out fronrewhere! ...
11 ... with sprite and all! ...
23 ... ldon’t have a job at ASOS, or work yet! ...
24 ... what to categorise as! ...
26 ..., but laid back..maybe- AHHH!
32 ... if I worked there! ...
34 ... blog - so inspiring!

In the sample 1, a high presence of exclamatiorksnarhich generally indicate very
strong emotive mood, can be found. Nevertheless, usage in text could rather be

identified as blogger’s substitution of exclamatioarks instead of stops.

Hyphens
The sample 1 demonstrates a huge amount of hy@apgtied in grammatically wrong
positions, in the lines no. 2, 20, 26, 28, 30, 8 @8. Therefore, readers could be confused

by such a usage.

Capital Letters
1 ... do my actual FIRST OFFICIAL blog ...
2 ...sohereitis....ME ...
3 ... ENJOY!...
14 ... divine smells of the LUSH goodies ...
19 ... ldon’t have a job at ASOS ...

Applied capital letters in the sample 1 could keersas blogger’'s attempt to draw

reader’s attention.
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Font Colour

Considering a very noticeable feature of the samplont colour - in the line no. 18,
19 and 20 atypical font colour of the blog post wsc Nevertheless, blogger further
explains the reason. On the other, the font caksetf, without the explanation, work as a

perfect tool for drawing reader’s attention.

Grammatical Mistakes

1 jsut (just)
1 relised (realized)
2 etc (e.c.t)

2 every thing (everything)
19 head quarters (headquarters)
25 absoloutley (absolutely)
25 definatley (definitely)

Grammatical mistakes could be defined as onefribst predominant indicators of
informal and grammatically wrong text. Probablye ttlogger does not even try to check
the spelling and propriety of the text. In the sdmp, a high amount of grammatical
mistakes occurs - nevertheless, just a couple ehtlare demonstrated in the analysis.

Some of the mistakes might be confusing and aksoodraging in further reading.

7.2 Sample 1 - Sociolinguistic Phenomena

In the sample 1, the reader of the blog couldceatine identity of the blogger. In this
case, the blogger is female, more precisely, agaeanage girl. The content of the blog is
rather a personal diary, where the blogger revieaiddentity, interests and hobbies to the
readers. The main point of creating online persondiaries, such as
http://opheliahorton.com, might lead to rapprochetie the social life on the Internet.

The blogger is applying a certain kind of her owstabulary and style of writing,
which responds to her age. This fact could als@ helanalyzing of the identity of the
blogger. A high amount of personal and urban volzapueflects the language of teenage

bloggers. On the other hand, other phenomenon efatge blogger writing occurs -
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paralinguistic features. Since the occurrence ©f fiature is not very frequent, it is not
worth explaining its theory. The blogger uses theasdiculars only in two examples of
“illustrations” — smile = ;J and heart = <3. Theslements help blogger to visualized

spoken form.

7.3 Sample 2 - Linguistic Phenomena

7.3.1 Phonological Features
Considering the popularity of the blog and the afethe blogger, phonological

features in this particular piece of writing are nsed.

7.3.2 Lexical Features

Metaphorical Expressions

2 mountains of them [clothes]

3 piles of nope

3 riding high on the lady emotion train
22 emotions were yanked away from me
25 moments of body hate

27 bounce back

Metaphors generally work as substitutes for sorasdg/by term or phrases. The main
sense of metaphors in this blog post might reptesatiertainment. Figures of speech, such
as metaphors help the author of the blog to difyemdsts. Another point in the use of
metaphors is emotional, and also works as a tooldfawing attention. In the line 2
mountains of thenand the line Jpiles of nopecan be interpreted as emphasizing the
guantity. Line 3riding high on the lady emotion traispecifies a certain mood of the
author. In this case we may consider author’s moamotional state of mind. Another
metaphorical line no. 28motions were yanked away from meonnected with emotions
as well as line 25noments of body hat@he last metaphor is in the line Bdunce back
which means convalesce from something. The authastantly tends to portray her mood

by using these metaphors.

Personification
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2 clothes we agreeing with me

2 Mountains of them all over the closet in protest.

Applied personification in the sample 2 can bensa® a language tool for visualizing

the situation closer. On the other hand, it casd®n as tool for expressing author’s mood.

Vulgarism
3 big fucking piles of nope

12 he came back at me with mind-fuckery

19 it’s_bullshit

The author of the blog also frequently uses visgar The basic usage of vulgarisms
can be connected to negative emotions, as candmeisdhe sample 2. Another point of
view of regarding vulgarism could be defined byislieguistic; vulgarisms in this post
might represent self-representing, and also deviocescreating certain identity, which

could help readers to know the author of the blogentlosely.

7.3.3 Syntactic Features

Contraction
I've — | have (twice)
I'm — I am (six time)
it's —itis (six time)
can’t — cannot (twice)

where’s — where is  (once)
don’t — do not (twice)

weren’t — were not (once)

Repetively, the contractions applied in blog p@snple 2 can be defined as a tool for
informal writing, although, contraction are rathesed in speech. Nevertheless, the
utilization of these syntactic features evokes mformal writing with components of
speech e.g. tone, which is very common for onlilogd Considering sample 2,the author

of the post firstly uses non-contracted verbs, agiham andl was nof which only evoke
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the first impression of formal language, but uniastely, these tools were mainly used for

emphasis. Further in the text, the author usesacted forms.

Emphasis
1 Yesterday was not a pretty day. | was notifigeli. | was not feeling it at all.

23 | do love my body. | am confident in my skin.

The emphasis, in the sample 2, often applied ensimtences is to state an approach
towards a certain opinion, and express moodindss.lihe no. 1 shows the repetition of
the same phrasé was not In this particular case, the blogger uses parakxt
constructions in order to reach emphasis when titleoa of the post portrays the morose
state of mind. The line 23 indicates, for this blegceptional presence of emphasis form of

the verbdo.

Missing Subject

1 Yesterday was not a pretty day.

Although the wordyesterdayis mainly used in sentences in the function ofealial
of time, in this context, it could be defined asswubject of the clause. Based on the
interpretation of explanatory dictionariggsterdaymight take the word category of noun.
Therefore, this sentence can be labelled as graicahatcceptable, not of very high

frequency of occurrence though.

Missing Predicate

2 Mountains of them all over the closet in protest.

Line no. 2 misses predicate. Based on the contbet,“clause” still forms full

meaning, which is connected to the huge amouniotties.

7.3.4 Others linguistic features

Textual Level — Cohesion and Coherence
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The repetitive usage of the pronoluoan be defined as a most predominant cohesive
element in the whole text sample 2. Apart from thtiagre are other elements of cohesion
applied e. i. anaphora, junctions, punctuation aregation, modality, etc. Therefore,
there is a high presence of cohesive ties.

On the other hand, there could be found severameles of inter-textual links
referring to extra linguistic reality. Although the inter-textual links are not explicitly
explain, readers need some kind of logical presiompto fully understand the text.

Though, the text might be called coherent.

Intertextuality
4  This alerted Andy...

5 I'm having sex or | have Kit Kats.

Supposing the interpretation of intertextualityntiened above (see page 46), lines 4
and 5 represent two examples of intertextual limksich can be logically explainedndy
—in the line no. 4 could presumably refer to atith@usband or partner. Linekgt Kats,
likely, refers to the well-known confectionery, eviliough it might also have some hidden

meaning in form of personal vocabulary.

Links
5 I'mhaving seor | have Kit Kats.
7 Because | can't let the kids see me upset withbady right now,it’s not

allowed

Links can be defined as a main device in recagmitvf blogs. Occasionally there
could be needed to read through these links tg tultlerstand to the post. In the sample 2,

the author of the blog refers to the other blogpo$the same blog.

Modality
11 Upshots, in general, should be illegal ...
13 ..., could you maybe shoot me at face level?
24 ... 1 need to feel to remind myself ...

27 ..., 1 can only model how to bounce back ...
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In the sample 2, we can also observe a major uslgwdal verbs, as well as in the
sample 1, to reflect the modality. Nevertheless,ghesence of modal verbs is not as high

as in the sample 1.

Punctuation and Typography

Light Style of Punctuation
10 A few weeks ago | taped a television piece,taedcamera man was shooting

up at me like, from the ground

Heavy Style of Punctuation
19 Last night, | laid in bed and let this all presegand I've come to the

conclusion...it’s bullshit.

Huddleston and Pullum differentiate between twpesy of punctuation — light and
heavy style. According to Huddleston and Pullumgtuation could be mainly defined as a
utilization of the comma, stop, colon, semicoloa. ¢Huddleston and Pullum 2002) Usage
of punctuation marks gives to a text certain gratcahstructure, which is divided into
fully understandable text segments.

The utilization of both style of punctuation dosst create the superior style in the

blog. Therefore, the text can be identified as sgstematic as for the style of punctuation.

Italics
1 Iwas not feeling it all.
3 Big fucking piles ohope
Why is the door shut?

15 Hey, where’s all that body love you maybe wereghried about?

20 I'mnotsupposed to be entitled to, ...

23 ldolove my body, anddam confident in my skin, ...

Italics might be one of the devices used maintyeimphasizing, and also for referring
to a certain part of the blog post. This typographfeature might be classified as a feature

of punctuation. (Penguin Books 1997) In the ling8,120, 23, applications of italics utilize
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the emphatic function. Nevertheless, the line nungband 15 display utilization of italics
in the different kind of function. This function gfit represent the simulations of spoken

form e.g. voice, pitch, tone.

Boldface

8 As a mother, a moment of low self esteem was a luxu felt like | was no

longer entitled to.

16 Because | love my body, I'm not entitled to have say in how it's

portrayed, and | have to like every shot of it, odl fail at self love.

The function of boldface letter in the sample 2 b& identified in the same way as
italics. The utilization of the bold face letteragrs reader’s attention and highlight author

“s certain mood in these two examples.

Ellipsis

19 I've come to the conclusion... it’s bullshit.

The ellipses are always used for two main reasbms.first one is to drop certain part
of the sentence and the second function is to afdpteaking a sentence, which can show
as if an author suddenly hushes in same part ofe¢heence. (Penguin Books 1997) In the
blog post sample 2, ellipsis is used showing tlet flaat author’s idea was interrupt by

another idea.

7.4 Sample 2 - Sociolinguistic phenomena

Considering chosen blog sample 2, the identitythef blog author is not hidden.
Similarly, in this case, the author of the blodamale. As for the content of the blog, the
author is not trying to hide her identity. Thistf@an lead to the key functions of the blog
http://brittanyherself.com. Brittany is writing altoher family, but mainly about her body.
From her contributions, we can learn that Brittéy woman with no model figure, and
therefore, she is trying to encourage other womigm alf-slim figure. This point could be

the main fact in creating community of this bloggevealing the personal information on
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daily basis could also lead to the closer estaivlesit of relations between blogger and
readers.

As for the behavior and politeness observed, th#hoa often uses vulgarisms.
Nevertheless, considering the popularity of thegblmore formal language would be
expected. The use of vulgarisms, therefore, caseba as a feature of author’s daily used.
The language of online blogging has elements oftew; but also spoken language; the

blogger also often uses lots of elements to vigadlspoken form.

7.5 Sample 3 - Linguistic Phenomena

In comparison, the sample 3 differs from the saniplnd the sample 2. It is worth
mentioning that the blogger is not creating his dexts. Nevertheless, the author of the
blog is posting mainly political news with his-ovapinions. Therefore, fewer features to
analyse are expected. The page of the blog shaws tfosts. The first and second posts
examine political topic. The third blog post refeskind of advice with blogger’s personal

story.

7.5.1 Phonological Features

There are no phonological features considerindgahmality of this blog and blog post.

7.5.2 Lexical Features
Phrasal verbs
1 standing up
10 piles up
12 posted on
14 get out
17 digging out

In the sample 3, five phrasal verbs there couldlserved. Considering formal design
of blog and also its content, phrasal verbs wowldhe expected. In the line nostanding
up phrasal verb refers to fighting against somethitige 10 piles up specify action of
accumulation. Line no. 1posted onis closely connect with blogging — posting of
particularly articles, photos and videos becameyesiay action of Internet users. Line 14

get outrepresents the action of leaving. Last used phrasd line no. 17digging out
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specify action of unearth. In the case of the san®ylfor non-native speakers might be

useful to use glossary to comprehend the text.

Urban and Personal Vocabulary

4 The NYT piece makes it all ...
4 ... makes it all sound kinda shady ...

8 ... let me say that his only chance is if W's mtescy looks ...

15 It’s a very stout crowbar/ wrecking bar/beakigadge hammer.

17 ... end of a day doing demo work

As mentioned above, personal vocabulary could éfned as one of the most
predominant feature of online blogs. The bloggespite formal visualization and formal
content, applied at least one informal word pert.pbs the line no. ANYT works as
abbreviation of the well-known New York Times newappr. Other example, in line 4
kindarefers to the lexical collocation kind of urbanttoary. Another use of abbreviation
could be observed in the line/8's presidencyThis might refer to the period of George W.
Bush presidency regarding content of the secongl jidst. One of the personal elements in
the blog post sample 3 might be observed in the Itb crowbar/ wrecking
bar/beakhead/sledgehere the blogger applied four various titles dmre certain thing.
Last but not least usage of personal vocabulademonstrated in the line 17, where the

word demoworks as a shortcut falemolition

7.5.3 Syntactic Features

Contraction

| don’t (twice)
It's (twice)
I'm (once)
That's (once)
I'd (once)
I"'ve (once)
He's (once)

We’'re (once)
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The blogger applies a high amount of contracteren though, the repetition is not
frequent. A minor usage of contraction could be alependent on the size of the blog

post.

Missing subject

2 And looking for plaintiffs to join suits againstarvard, the University of
North Carolina and the University of Wisconsin fdineir race-preferential

admissions policies.

Although the sentence provides full meaning basedhe context, the word order of
the sentence is incorrect. The blogger, basicéitiks the sentence due to coordinator
which is not unusual, but coordinator is not baiisgd at the very begging of the sentence
very frequently. The application of a comma, indted a full stop, would change the

sentence to grammatically correct with correct wandkr.

7.5.4 Others Linguistic Features

Textual Level — Cohesion and Coherence

Considering the length of the posts there is nathmroom for cohesive elements. This
argument might be further supported by the chofdarguage of the author. To be able to
analyse the cohesion of the sample 3 properlytekiewould be , for our purposes,worth
dividing into three subsamples (3a, 3b, 3c). Raggrthe cohesion of subsamples 3a and
3b, the presence of intertextual elements andatie ¢f referential features may cause the
assumption that the text, in comparison to therobimine blogs analysed in this thesis, is
not very cohesive. From the syntactic point of vidle text does not present cohesive
particulars, to be more precise, neither multigleurrence of a sentence pattern, nor any
other lexico-grammatical features are present.i@mother hand, some more trivial means
of grammatical cohesion might be observed, e.agasof punctuation and junctions, as
well as principles of modality. Though, the ladkcohesion does not necessarily mean
that the text is non-coherent. The author useda weinge of intertextual particulars which
knowledge and understanding is essential for timepcehensive reading of the text. This
phenomenon is applied generally throughout the #hmbst. Regarding the cohesive
elements of subsample 3c, this text proves to be mohesive that subsamples 3a and 3b

using lexical reference of personal pronouns asd af other constituents more frequently.
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Author’s attitude is also more explicitly expressading modal frames. As for the

coherence of the text, similar criteria as with shklesamples 3a and 3b might be observed.

Intertextuality
2 ... to join suits against Harvard, the UniversifyNorth Caroline and the

University of Wisconsin

5 ... areference to Halliburton or the Koch Brothers
7 1I'D RATHER SEE NEITHER A BUSH NOR A CLINTON
8 ... talking about Jeb Bush ...

In the sample 3, a high presence of intertextleahents, mainly names and links, are
presented. In order to perceive to a certain blogf,preaders have to read first through

attached links.

Links
1 A ONE-MAN ORGANIZATION standing up against racism in college

admissions.
8 But since wergalking about Jeb Bush...
12 SO AFTER | POSTED OBARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS ...
15 | went with théStanley FastMax Xtreme 55-120 FuBar lIl...

The usage of the links in the sample 3 is closelynected to the intertextuality of the
blog. The blog consists of different blog posts etefing on the links, without reading
through these links; intertextual elements couldhbefully comprehended. The author of
the blog also changes names. For the full compsetienr- in the line no. 1 standing up
against racism in college admissionthe name of the article further is: Unofficialfirce
of Ruling on Race in College Admission. This elein@&hchanging names helps blogger in

further writing linked to the online article.

Modality
5 ... it seems like straightforward

7 I'd rather see neither ...

10 ... it may look like a golden age ...
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12 ... it occurred to me ...
16 ldon'tmindit ...

17 ... | probably would ...
18 ... 1don’t think that could happen ...

Regardless the length of the posts, still, the shows several examples of used

modality, as shown in the examples above.

Punctuation and Typography

Heavy style of punctuation
The high presence of punctuation marks can berebden the sample 3. Therefore,

the text can be classified as one of the formag¢ sifywriting.

Ellipsis
11 So he’s got that....

The ellipsis in the sample 3 is used to breakisgrdence patterns, on the other hand,

the use, in one case, is not correct, as showreietample no 11 above.

Em-dash
4 ... kinda shady — all that’s missing ...
5 ... Halliburton or the Koch Brothers — but it sedliks ...

17 ... ldon’t mind it — though at the end ...
17 ... | probably would — but for digging out ...

According to Straus (Straus 2008) the applicabbrem-dashes could be similar to
hyphens. The usage of em-dashes could indicatemafowriting, when a blogger is

replacing other punctuation marks e. i. semicobmhons, commas, for em-dash.

7.6 Sample 3 - Sociolinguistic Phenomena
Considering the chosen posts, and the blog paggeneral, the blogger is not
particularly posting his own stories or experienBather, the author comments on the

events of these days. The blog itself could betiled as one with the main interest to
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inform readers about current news supported bygaiog personal opinion. Nevertheless,
the blogger — Glenn Reynolds — is not writing aballhews around the world but mainly
one of his predominant interests. This main faciddelp in the specifying community of
readers, and further, readers who interact by ts@ns of comments. One of the key sign to
join certain discussion of the posts could be thenlmer of comments which could
guarantee active communication with others reaaledsalso with the blogger, himself.

As for the language, the author uses specificstegi therefore, the text might be
classified as of formal style. Unfortunately, theeuwf informal elements, as well as of
personal and urban vocabulary, refers to informpalitthe text. Based on this combination
and co-occurrence of formal and informal featuress possible to say that the blogger
uses an intellectual style of writing, but, on thider hand, wants to create an informal

environment for his readers.

7.7  Summary

As the analysis proved, linguistic and sociolirsfigi phenomena described in the
theoretical part were applied in three online bpmsts. Each online blog was analysed
based on the similar criteria except from charastierfeatures for each blogger. From the
phonological point of view, blog sample 1 was dwmieed as the only one using
phonological elements. The use of phonologicaluiest primarily depends on the age of
the blogger, teenage bloggers tend to express émeation, and also emphasize their
writing through the different kinds of phonologicgements. Different groups of mutually
familiar bloggers could also have similar use afspeal phonological vocabulary, which
also involve readers to interact with bloggers he tomments. On the other hand, the
usage of such elements in the blog sample 2 anglea@@nwould seem immature. Lexical
features, namely urban, personal vocabularies, edlsas metaphorical expressions were,
practically, found in each blog post. Each bloggeuld be further analysed through the
variety of lexical elements e. i. quotational compd, vulgarisms, personification which
could help in creating identity on the online bloBegarding syntactic phenomena in the
capacity of contraction, missing subject and pra@icwere characterized as the most
applied features in the blog posts. Finally, anaty®ther linguistic phenomena including
the textual level, intertextuality, links, modalitand also punctuation and typography
which further supports the used style of punctugtelipsis, exclamation marks, hyphens,

capital letters, font colour, italics, boldface adee to characterized the specific features of
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each blogger applied in order to create a propsy pbst for majority amount of readers of
blogs on the Internet.

These findings were connected to each blog posirder to research linguistic and
sociolinguistic phenomena, which would form Englah the Internet, and therefore help
in spreading around the world. The usage of thdiéin¢anguage on the Internet through
the online blogs largely influences spreading ofjlish. The choice of the variety of
language depends on each blogger. Neverthelesguitl be generally stated that the
blogger is trying to obtain a large group of readey the means of the choice of their
language. Simplification of the language can berdfore, examined as one of the
predominant choice of the bloggers. Another vieviimdings might define two reasons of
simplification of the Internet language. Firstlggarding the availability of the language,
the blogger does not have the knowledge of grantadatilles, or there might be a lack of
education, which could lead to more primitive usafé¢he language. On the other hand,
the second reason considers blogger's endeavoardimeg readers, from the pragmatic
point of view, the simplification of the languagaieves general accessibility of the posts.
This fact can help the blogger to obtain a largewam of readers, and further, to create an

online community interacting via the comments amltfog pages.
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CONCLUSION

The aim of this thesis was to analyse linguistid &ociolinguistic features of the
Internet communication on the online blogs leadmghe simplification and spreading of
the English language around the world, and estabksnt of society on a global scale.

The bachelor thesis was divided into a theoretjgait and practical part. The
theoretical part was devoted to the explanatiothef well-known philosopher Marshall
McLuhan and his theory of Global village. Considgrithe social-cultural and historical
context of spreading of the English language amdtitization, the communication, due to
the usage of only one language, enables to comaeqtle all over the world independent
on a nation or native language. Varieties creataah the Standard English due to different
media, especially Internet, enable man to estaldisfommon identity in closely united
society. Further on, the definitions of linguistand sociolinguistic phenomena on the
Internet outline near the main features examinedha practical part. New linguistic
phenomena of CMC communication confirm the alteomabf language whether by the
utilization of personal vocabularies or by grammeltimistakes. Findings could be also
supported by the fact that humankind depend on tdwhnologies, which provide
opportunities of global communication on daily Isagherefore, the alternation of the
English language shall probably continue in thereias its spreading of different kinds of
its variation.

The practical part was dedicated to the languagéysis considering three online blog
posts. According to the analysis, all linguistiadasociolinguistic features typical for the
Internet communication mentioned in the theoretjgaitt were analysed. Based on the
findings, it can be examined that the use of tinguage on the Internet, especially on the
online blogs, does not follow grammatical rulesisTitilization leads to the simplification
of the language, by the means of personal vocabsland also grammatical mistakes, and
hereafter to its easier expanding. At the end a@hdalog analysis, the sociolinguistic
features clarify further establishment of commustiinteract without communication
barrier were also represented. The findings continen hypothesis of the thesis, which
proves the conversion of the English language e®tie of the most used language on the
Internet. In fine, the ultimate utilization of ogertain language faces the establishment of

one interconnected society without communicatiomi®es.
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APPENDIX IV: SAMPLE 1 BLOG POST
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APPENDIX V: SAMPLE 2 BLOG POST

The Beauty of Entitlement

byBRITTANY on FEBRUARY 25, 2014 @HUBBY GIRL
Yesterday was not a pretty day. | was not feelingwas not feeling iat all.

| was getting ready for an event and none of mthel® were agreeing with me. Mountains
of them all over the closet in protest. Big fuckipies ofnope And since I've been riding
high on the lady emotion train, | shut the door arsd cried. This alerted Andy because the
closet door only shuts for two reasons; hiawving sexor | have Kit Kats.

Why is the door shut?

Because | can't let the kids see me upset with adybight now,it's not allowed

As a mother, a moment of low self esteem was a luyul felt like | was no longer
entitled to.

A few weeks ago | taped a television piece, andctmeera man was shooting up at me,
like, from the ground. Upshots, in general, shdaddllegal and punishable by a nail gun to
the throat, but when | politely said something tmhhe came back at me with mind-

fuckery.

If it's at all possible, could you maybe shoot mdaae level? | feel like my body
looks really unflattering at a low level, it's a man thing.

Hey, where’s all that body love you were preacrabgut?

Because | love my body, I'm not entitled to have gay in how it's portrayed, and |
have to like every shot of it, or | fail at self lee.It’s like this guy has never been in a
tagged Facebook photo eating before.

Last night, | laid in bed and let this all proceasd I've come to the conclusion... it's
bullshit. Here | was getting more and more upseuakhe feelings I'mmot supposed to be
entitled to, either because I'm a mom or a confidgoaman, what have you, | don’t get
them anymore. Thinking about how these emotiongwanked away from me, | just got
angrier.

| dolove my body, and am confident in my skin, but | miss those feelingbey weren’t
fun feelings or even proud feelings, but they wleuenan feelings that | need to feel to
remind myself that I'm flawed and I'm growing arfat | can’t feel guilty when moments
of body hate slip in there every now and then.

| can’t pretend as a mother or as a woman thatdbeit happen, | can only model how to
bounce back enough that the love moments outnuthbdrate moments.



APPENDIX VI: SAMPLE 3 BLOG POST

A ONE-MAN ORGANIZATION standing up against racism in college admissionand
looking for plaintiffs to join suits against Hargarthe University of North Carolina and the
University of Wisconsin for their race-preferentedimissions policies. The NYT piece
makes it all sound kinda shady — all that's miss&@ reference to Halliburton or the
Koch Brothers — but it seems like straightforwandlaights litigation to me.

Posted at by Glenn Reynolds on Apr 07, 2014 at grBZink

14 Comments

I'D RATHER SEE NEITHER A BUSH NOR A CLINTON ON THHICKET IN 2016.
But since we’rdalking about Jeb Bushlet me say that his only chance is if W’s
presidency looks retrospectively like a golden dgem a jobs-and-income standpoint it
already does, and as Obama piles up foreign pdkbacle after foreign policy debacle, it
may look like a golden age from that standpoint o he’s got that. . . .

Posted at by Glenn Reynolds on Apr 06, 2014 atSlLprdLink

61 Comments

SO AFTER | POSTED OMARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS, it occurred to me that
the basement room where we shelter during tornataings, though quite safe, would be
hard to get out of if the house were wrecked ahmveSo after a little research, | went with
theStanley FatMax Xtreme 55-120 FuBar lll.It's a very stout crowbar/wrecking
bar/beakhead/sledge hammer. Pretty much its omylghick is that it's kind of heavy. |
don’t mind it — though at the end of a day doingndework | probably would — but for
digging out of a mess it seems pretty good. I'vetlmeowbars before, but | don't think that
could happen with this one.

Posted at by Glenn Reynolds on Apr 06, 2014 at prBQink

25 Comments



