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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
Strengths: This thesis makes excellent use of a variety of interpretive published sources on southern “Crackers.”  The author has demonstrated a wide range of source material, and has organized her argument in an effective way.  Her argument that Cracker culture was predominantly Celtic in origin, but not exclusively white, and that Florida was one of the last refuges for Crackers, is well developed.  Her chronological structure allows for cultural persistence while explaining change over time, such as the Civil War as a watershed in Cracker influence and economic endeavors.  I liked her use of wartime and postwar trade with Cuba and the tensions and realities with supplying the Confederacy with cattle.  

Weaknesses: By relying predominantly on a foundation of cultural persistence, the author has set up some generalizations, not the least of which is that all rural Florida whites (and even free blacks) who raised cattle were (or could be) defined as being Crackers.  Although she states that slaveholding was a delineator, there is no sharp differentiation in her thesis between landed and landless, slaveholding and non-slaveholding, or market-oriented and self-sufficient, which leaves Crackers and Yeoman virtually alike.  Her argument suggests that as long as they were not Planters, they might be considered Crackers.  Her thesis states that most Crackers were Confederates or supporters of the Confederacy, but in reality they seemed not to support either side or rather whichever side with which they could trade most freely.  This fact somewhat undercuts her argument that Crackers were defined by their leisure culture more than by their engagement in the market economy.  I would argue that she over-relies on Grady McWhiney’s book, and her thesis could have been strengthened by looking at Frank Owsley’s book Plain Folk in the Old South, Stephen Hahn’s book The Roots of Southern Populism on the independent nature of southern yeomanry, and Elliot Gorn’s article “Gouge and Bite, Pull Hair and Scratch” on the social and cultural significance of fighting in the southern upcountry.  I was least convinced by her argument about German Crackers.







	Questions to be answered by student:
1.  In what ways were Florida (southern) Crackers different than Florida (southern) yeomen?  
2.  In what parts of antebellum Florida would one be most likely to find Cracker culture, and why?
3.  Was Cracker Culture one driven more by self-sufficiency or of market engagement?
4.  Given the comparative importance of migration to both, compare the cultures of southern U.S. Crackers and European Roma.
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