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	Content
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	Sources and their utilization
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
Strengths: This thesis makes good use of a variety of published sources on the Second Seminole War.  The author has organized his argument in a clear, chronological structure.  His argument that the Second Seminole War had mixed outcomes is sufficiently developed.  His chronological structure adequately introduces the topic, offers historical background, and covers the entirety of the war years.  

Weaknesses: By relying predominantly on a chronological narrative, the thesis does not provide a strong enough analytical interpretation.  The idea of a Pyrrhic victory sets up a straw man; we know from the outset that neither side won or lost, and thus the outcomes of war was not decisive.  The information is presented mechanically, with each paragraph preceded with a subheading that largely negates a narrative flow and forces factual - as opposed to interpretive - sequencing.  The author is incorrect that this was the first conflict in U.S. history that devolved into guerrilla warfare; the American Revolution in the southern colonies and the backcountry also did so, as did most conflicts with Native Americans preceding it.  The author largely misses the importance of this war in confirming the legitimacy of the government policy of Indian removal, and that the American government used it as a wedge between the Seminoles and black slaves by offering freedom to those slaves who would fight against the Native Americans.  I would further argue that the author has missed the importance of this war to the ascendance of plantation culture in northern Florida, by southerners using the federal government to their advantage by forcing the removal of the Seminoles as a priority in the same way as the Creek War.  Finally, we have learned little about the Seminole part of this story, or of Seminole culture.  



	Questions to be answered by student:
1.  How could the Second Seminole War be considered not a Pyrrhic but a full victory for the southern plantation system?
2.  Compare and contrast government policy of Indian removal surrounding the Second Seminole War by means of the experiences of the Cherokees and Chickasaws, on the one hand, and the Creeks and Seminoles on the other.  
3.  How did the American government use the Second Seminole War as a wedge between the Seminoles and black escaped slaves in Florida?  
4.  The author twice uses Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan as comparisons with the Second Seminole War as guerrilla style conflicts the U.S. has fought.  Beyond casualties and cost, does the author believe that guerrilla wars can ever be won by one side or another?  Explain.




	Overall mark[footnoteRef:1]* [1: * Overall mark is not a mathematical average of individual marks.] 

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Date: 12-5-2014
	Signature:



