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Odůvodnění hodnocení práce:

The goals of this project are not clear. In the abstract it is indicated that this BT “documents issues,” which is never done at all in any systematic way, and that it “identifies and analyses factors,” which, besides the blanket pejorative “racism,” it does not do at all. 

First of all, no objective standard is described, i.e. theoretical background, regarding exactly what is the traditional as well as officially mandated role (if one exists) of the US president in terms of race relations. There is nothing here about, e.g. policies, initiatives, executive orders, Justice Department and other executive department activities, interactions with legislative or judicial entities at the federal, state or municipal level – not about Obama’s presidency or anyone else’s. Thus there is no framework with which the BT can analyze how the actions of Obama were either similar or divergent from earlier administrations (or from the current one, for that matter). 

Regarding these Obama “actions,” nothing is presented here besides excerpts from speeches and media statements in reaction to a list of “race riots,” (13) which takes up almost all of the BT (13-36). If the theme of the work had been Obama’s use of the media (e.g. promoting BLM, gun control, his New Alliance program), this could have been one way to form some kind of analytical context, e.g. through media studies, the study of political discourse, the use of rhetorical devices or some other academic field. Even a US president’s use of the “bully pulpit” and how in Obama’s case his statements either ameliorated or acerbated specific situations might have been interesting. But too often the BT relies on empty generalizations like “a more perfect union” (11) “making progress in changing attitudes” (22), “unite and work for a better future” (37). All political leaders at times use this kind of empty rhetoric, but in an academic paper with this theme we need an analysis of real activities and real results, e.g. how a leader’s words support or are in contrast to his real actions.

Although the BT writer did describe in fine detail many cases of racial tension, there is no attempt to present overall analytical results – no strategies (or changes therein over 8 years of Obama) or real outcomes resulting from Obama’s rhetoric (which is all that is presented). Put simply, many popular and academic commentators have indicated “worsening race relations” (6) under Obama, but why? With an African-American president and so many black leaders at all levels in his administration (and outside of it), how is it possible that things got worse? That’s an extremely challenging question, but taking specific aspects of it (e.g. economics, education, influence of mass media, specific governmental programs) instead of generalizing everything under the category of “race” could have produced clearer results.

On a positive note, the use of English in this BT was at an exceptionally high level for EFL bachelor’s study. The work was very easy and enjoyable to read because of this writing performance. The author has clearly learned a lot about the specific incidents she describes, but for me the level of language was the deciding factor in accepting the paper. 


	
Otázky k obhajobě:
1) Can the BT writer name one specific policy, initiative or executive order made by the Obama administration as well as how it positively or negatively affected “race relations.”  

[bookmark: _GoBack]2) “Change We Can Believe In” was the title of a best-selling book by Obama (2008) as well as one of the main slogans of his 2008 campaign. Leaving aside racial issues, can the BT writer quickly name one or more other specific changes, large or small, that occurred in the US the period of 2008-2016, e.g. as a result of the Obama administration or in spite of it?


	Celkové hodnocení[footnoteRef:1]* [1: * Výsledná známka není aritmetickým průměrem jednotlivých kritérií hodnocení práce.] 
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