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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Hardy's two last novels, Tess of the D'Urbervilles and Jude the Obscure, were not received well by the Victorian reading public. Hardy felt so discouraged about this that he gave up novel writing altogether and concentrated on writing poetry instead.

In all of his novels, Hardy had been a relentless critic of the times he lived in, its social problems and its class structure, for example, the effects of the Industrial Revolution, but also its hypocrisy.

In her BA thesis, therefore, the candidate concentrates on Hardy's critique of the Victorian era. The novels to be analysed are well-chosen:  an earlier novel, Far From the Madding Crowd, and the two later novels mentioned above. In her analysis, the candidate mainly focuses on gender inequality and marriage, the class system, religion, and the negative effects of the Industrial Revolution. This emphasis is justified, although other aspects could have been found.

The structure of the thesis is simple and straightforward. There are two short chapters on the Victorian Age and Hardy's life, followed by three chapters on the selected novels. A short Introduction and an equally short Conclusion complete a thesis that would not - or could not - set the Thames on fire, although one has to concede that its results are more or less correct. My main objection concerns the language: The English is far from being elegant, and there are a number of idiomatic mistakes and errors.

	Questions to be answered by student:

Why did the Victorians reject Hardy's later novels?

What is Hardy's treatment of sexuality?

Would you call Hardy a naturalist?
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