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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This is a very ambitious thesis and a tremendous amount of research is on display, as can be seen in the various combinations of footnotes from different types of sources on nearly every page as well as the diverse 6-page bibliography. The somewhat unfortunate consequence of this is that much of the material is a bit too general and should have been cut, e.g. some of the basic cultural background and much of the 10 pages of the first two chapters on the two authors in the analytical section. Having said this, the BT author is rarely too far away from her novels, since clear, direct connections to the works are made on almost every page, even in the general background chapters. So while the cohesion is definitely here, the information is sometimes simply too much and too unfocused. For this reason, my overall mark for the thesis was very nearly B instead of A.

Nevertheless, when the thesis does hone in on more specific themes, i.e. the background on individualism/conformity in the military and in mental hospitals of the mid-20th century U.S. and the way these institutions are used as “Metaphors for the Society” in the analysis (5.1), the research and insights by the author are strikingly advanced for a student at this level of study. The numerous direct citations from descriptions and dialogue in the novels that are used in the analytical subchapter “Strategies of the Individual against the System” (5.2) are also highly effective. Finally, the “Loss of Innocence” (5.3) subchapter in which the author links events and themes in the novels with the societal disillusionment stemming from political assassinations and other turmoil in the 1960s shows more key findings adeptly connecting literature to the wider culture. The author also briefly compares and contrasts the different endings of the novels (5.3.1) as well as touches upon narrative voice and structure (5.3.2) as it relates to individual/system. All of these are very sophisticated results, any of which could be pursued further in master’s work.


	Questions to be answered by student:
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) What are some differences in how Yossarian and McMurphy react to their “systems” in general? 
2) How do these differences between the two main protagonists shape the tone of each novel? 
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