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Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
The first two main chapters (12-22, 22-36) begin by describing didactic literature (conduct books, domestic handbooks, 12-15) which prescribed attitudes and behaviours of and toward 17th and 18th century women, respectively. Not surprisingly, the influence of doctrines and denominations of Christianity, notably Puritanism, is a running theme, with commentary centred around institutions (Marriage / children [14-17], education [17-19], “women’s occupations” [19-21]). The claim that “[s]ince the English social order rested on two concurrent hierarchies of class and gender, preserving both of these was of great interest to sovereignty” is a broad one, but the BT writer’s extensive citations from period literature as well as other details, e.g. that “tuition costs were more expensive for girls” (18) show how these issues and others intersect. Telling commentary from 17th century women (Henrietta Howard [14], Bathsua Makin [17], Jane Sharp [20]) supplement the inquiries in chapter 1.

In chapter 2, the overview of “women in the 18th century” (22-36) begins with the classic comparison of the overall perspectives of Locke and Burke (including the latter’s “sublime”), continuing with other canonical philosophers and other writers of the period (Berkeley, S. Richardson). The BT writer shows sophisticated knowledge and perspective regarding philosophy and mindsets of the period. Most impressively, the researcher has uncovered many sources from woman writers of the 18th century, e.g. Lady Pennington, Mary E. Bowes, Hannah More, Jane Griffin. Thus on every page of the thesis the voices of women from many walks of life and social situations can be heard, i.e. mothers, daughters, sisters, wives, midwives, teachers, students, as well as other accomplished women such as a “philanthropist and traveller” as well as a “writer and literary patron” (35). One interesting observation by Wollstonecraft is presented regarding how “the characters [of women of the period] began to be corrupted by sensibility.” (61) The implication seems to be that “sensibility” was used as a code for sentimental weakness, which in Wollstonecraft’s view undermines the polyvalent power inherent in women. In her background sections, the BT writer has firmly established the climate in which Mary Wollstonecraft came of age and gained experience. 

In her analytical sections, after a brief overview of Wollstonecraft’s exceptional life and main works, the BT writer is able to isolate clear categories through which to describe and elaborate on the central themes in Vindication. These chapters consist of “Sensibility at the expense of reason” (42-48), “Family” (49-54) and “Education” (55-60). Many well-chosen direct quotes from Vindication as well as other works by Wollstonecraft (e.g. from “her unfinished novel The Wrongs of Woman” [1798, 45]; Thoughts on the Education of Daughters [1787, 56-59]), illuminating citations and ideas from other commentators from the 17th and 18th century (e.g. the poet Anna Letitia Barbauld, Rousseau, John Burton), as well as exegesis from academics and other observers from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries are used to supplement the main analytical points and arguments the BT writer makes. Each issue is researched and explored in great detail, with results showing how Wollstonecraft’s work is both of her time, e.g. a product of Enlightenment logical argumentation and the belief in progress through institutions and “rational theology that very human being was endowed with the ability to reason by God” (61), as well as before her time, e.g. searching for values and institutional reform not even reached today in some aspects. 

I would like to highlight in particular the outstanding research and commentary the BT writer has provided on Wollstonecraft’s detailed presuppositions and comprehensive schemes regarding education. Co-education of both genders together, free schooling at all levels for all, technical schools for “domestic employments or mechanical trades” (Wollstonecraft, 60), and her “significant shift” towards “home-schooling” (56-57) are only some of the ideas Wollstonecraft evaluates and, in some cases, proposes more than a century before they are even considered in Britain.

If some criticism is to be made, a few times the prose of the BT slips into colloquial register (“got a marriage proposal” [17]; “got access” [40]) and the title of the analysed work is written without italics three times on one page in the Introduction (10), but in general the level of language is quite high for this level of study. The florid prose style of the BT author is vivid and, for the most part, effective, and the text always communicates clear, detailed ideas supported by countless examples, direct quotations and other pieces of evidence. Further, the thesis is full of surprising information such as the fact that a Czech translation of Vindication was made in 1905 by Anna Holmová, who also provides a substantial commentary on the situation for women in the period before the First Czechoslovak Republic.

This is an extremely strong and sophisticated bachelor’s thesis, one which was quite enjoyable to read. The author has done an exceptional job and is to be heartily congratulated. There are many results and themes introduced here that could be pursued in master’s research. 


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Which of the ideas or proposals presented in Vindication or other works by Wollstonecraft would you consider as most radical for the 18th century? 
2) Since a widely accepted claim is that Wollstonecraft “is justly titled the foremother of modern feminism” (63), which of her ideas do you think would surprise or even shock a third-wave feminist of today who has not read Wollstonecraft’s work? 
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