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In my opinion, this thesis is adequately done with respect to research and to a lesser extent in terms of language and format. On the other hand, at times some of the conclusions seem a bit superficial, and sometimes the prose reads like an advertisement for the royals instead of an academic analysis of the function and effects of royal visits.

The bibliographical chapter (1) on Elizabeth II as well as the overview of the British Empire (2) and the transition to Commonwealth (3) contain a good deal of relevant information. Although the brief mention of Victoria’s royal visits is interesting, the writer could have dug a bit deeper, e.g. on the differences between the circumstances and goals between the visits of Victoria and Elizabeth II. Another means of focusing the information and analysis would have been to touch (at least a bit) upon the differences between the tours of male and female monarchs, e.g. in terms of changes from mid-19th century until today. Along these lines, one striking omission is no mention of all in the thesis of Elizabeth I (or any other English queens before Victoria). This could have also been another way to provide a broader perspective on the symbolic and political roles of (female) monarchy as a reflection of cultural changes throughout the centuries.

One problem of focus and the lack of deeper conclusions lies in the fact the two visits chosen for analysis took place only five years apart as well as early in the reign of Elizabeth II. Thus the reader is left to wonder about the 60 years of the queen’s reign after 1959 in terms of the significance of royal visits.

On the positive side, solid results were provided from the two visits that were described – encouraging other countries to join the Commonwealth with the Australia visit of 1954, and the relative lack of success in “making the French-speaking Canadians perceive the Queen as the Queen of Canada” (39) during Elizabeth’s visit of 1959. In any case, achieving the latter goal would have been miraculous.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Please choose one royal visit by Elizabeth II that took place in the last decades of the 20th century or in the 21st century. Briefly compare a few aspects of this visit to her 1954 and 1959 visits in terms of goals, reception or results.

2) Will the role of the British monarchy change significantly after the death of Queen Elizabeth?
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