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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This thesis shows fairly solid research using a UK focus, i.e. not necessarily always a Scottish one. This emphasis is shown, for example, in the two-page chapter 1 “Historical Context,” in which only one reference is used to sum up all of Scottish history until 1999. The source used is The History of Scotland by Scottish BBC presenter Neil Oliver, whom I have seen called an “anti-Scot” in The National (a source used elsewhere in the thesis) and whose popular works and media have been criticized as overly Anglicising (even abetting the “colonization” of) Scottish history. 

The main goal of the thesis is a survey of the political and economic situation since the 2010s, although there is also an interesting synopsis of events and issues in chapter 2 on post-war Scotland which is quite nicely done. Again, the focus is on UK national politics, as the names D. Cameron, T. May, and B. Johnson appear frequently. When we do get to hear from Scots themselves, e.g. the economic plans of A. Salmond in 5.3 and the short mention of M. Keatings’ referendum challenge in 5.8, the thesis brings more profound insights.  

The “purely hypothetical” (34) discussion in chapter 6, called “THE REALITY OF AN INDEPENDENT SCOTLAND” (if we forgive the oxymoron), features a finely layered overview. The emphasis is once again on economic issues, a focus which fits in very well in our study programme of English for Business.
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1) Please choose and briefly describe one important economic advantage or disadvantage that membership in the EU would bring for Scotland, if we assume that the UK remains outside of the EU.

2) If Scotland (became independent and) withdrew from the pound sterling to join the Eurozone, what effects would that have on the economy of the UK? (the other countries for which the pound is the official currency might also be mentioned)
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