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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Dominika Halusková’s thesis is devoted to the representation of Slovakia in three British newspapers – The Telegraph, The Independent and The Guardian. The way the country and its political leaders are framed in the mass media is analyzed with the help of the (multimodal) discourse analytical methods. 
Strengths:

1. The thesis has clear objectives and the analysis and further interpretation of the material lead to interesting conclusions. The thesis could be of interest to Slovakian reporters and politicians concerned with the image of the country abroad. 
2. The thesis has an excellently written chapter on methodology which describes the process of analysis in much detail. 
3. The paper is well written, and the analysis is well-grounded in the linguistic and visual elements the paper focuses on. Despite some grammatical mistakes, formatting or stylistic inconsistencies, the thesis reads very well. 
Weaknesses:
1. It is not clear why among the selected tools for discourse analysis, the student focused only on metaphor, metonymy and connotations. Since there is a focus on identity in discourse, a motivation for the choice of the selected aspects of language and cognition is required. 

2. The author heavily relies on Machin and Mayr’s interpretation of Kress and van Leeuwen’s seminal works on social semiotics. The paper would have benefitted from referring to the source of the ideas and working with them. 



	Questions to be answered by student:

1. As a Slovak national, possibly hypothetically, how would you assess the representation of Slovakia and its political leaders in the British press? Explain your answer. 
2. What aspects related to Slovakia but excluded from the British press would you want to see in the news reports? Why?
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