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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a lot of great information here, but not much analysis, i.e. the text is merely descriptive. The structure of the thesis is also sometimes confusing, e.g. why is the 4-page subchapter 2.4 “Invasion of the British Isles,” which mentions nothing at all about Czechoslovak pilots, located in Chapter 2 “Migration of the Czechoslovak Military Personnel”? And while details regarding dogfights between the RAF (without Czechoslovaks) and the Luftwaffe (19-21), and the battle activities of the individual Czechoslovak squadrons (Chapter 3.4) are quite interesting, the deeper political and / or cultural significance of these activities is not explored to a sufficient degree. 

For instance, the idea that “Sir Winston Churchill […] encouraged the public not to be afraid of newcomers because with their help the British would be victorious. […] There is no clear reason, why the British did not trust Czechoslovaks.” (35) Xenophobia in wartime Great Britain (and among other Allied forces) is an example of a possible framework that could provide a more precise and detailed target of analysis. Other frameworks might be an analysis of official public statements from leaders or portrayals in the English-speaking news media. Not just accepting “history” at face value.

Even with all the historical details provided, an important aspect that is missing from the thesis is the fate of the Czechoslovak pilots in their own country after the war, e.g. their persecution when the communists took over in 1948 in comparison to the adulation of the pilots and soldiers who fought for the Soviet Union and Warsaw Pact countries. How did the former Allies respond, or did they respond at all in the burgeoning Cold War? Were the pilots officially recognised after the fall of Communism? (or unofficially? The extremely popular film Tmavomodrý svět [Svěrák 2001] is not mentioned at all.)

In terms of language, the sentences sometimes contain what seem to be some direct translations from Czech in terms of vocabulary and sentence structure. On the other hand, this usually does not interfere with the communication of information. The beginnings of paragraphs are sometimes unclear; the method chosen to begin paragraphs was indentation (odsazení), but often new paragraphs suddenly begin without it. This is not such a huge problem, but it does make the text more difficult to read.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Please summarize how the pilots were treated in Czechoslovakia after 1948.

2) On page 24 there is the statement “[the] airmen admitted that the best and easiest way how they learned English was with the help of English ladies.” Can you provide a few details about how this language acquisition took place? (e.g. from Kudrna 2003)
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