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	Structure

	Overall clarity and structure of the work
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	Language level
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	Compliance with citation and formatting norms
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	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Sources and their utilization
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	Methods of processing the research problem
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	Justifications for evaluation (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This thesis examines communicative interactions between entities in three Ted Chiang short stories. While the abstract proposes using Lasswell’s mid-20th century communications model as an analytical framework, neither the thesis nor its bibliography cites Lasswell directly. Chapter 2 (“COMMUNICATION”) surveys disparate theoretical perspectives—including linguistics, animal studies, and cybernetics—but fails to establish a cohesive methodological foundation for analyzing the chosen texts. Consequently, the core framework remains ambiguously defined, undermining the study’s analytical rigor.

The thesis’s analytical shortcomings stem directly from its undefined theoretical framework. While each story receives individual attention across three chapters, and indeed the author demonstrates familiarity with Chiang’s works, the analyses remain a bit superficial. The Conclusion epitomizes this lack of depth, reducing complex communicative dynamics to platitudes (e.g., entities “transferring [...] information to invoke an effect” [51] or “chang[ing] in response to interactions” [52]). Such observations are neither novel nor adequate to engage with Chiang’s philosophical rigor. For instance, “Understand” interrogates whether superhuman intelligence facilitates freedom or causes deterministic conflict—a tension left unexplored. Similarly, contemporary resonances (e.g., AI ethics in “The Lifecycle of Software Objects”) are overlooked. Given Chiang’s prescient themes, the thesis misses a critical opportunity to bridge speculative fiction and cutting-edge discourse in communication theory.

In summary, while this thesis contains some compelling ideas, their presentation lacks clear structural organization. Nevertheless, the work demonstrates a high standard of academic prose for this level of study and, in my assessment, merits acceptance as fulfilling the degree requirements


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Name one or two practical insights about real-world intercultural or human-AI communication that 
might be drawn from Chiang’s fictional explorations of communication breakdowns and breakthroughs? 

2) How do Chiang’s stories challenge traditional linear sender-receiver communication models when 
dealing with entities that have radically different perceptions of time (heptapods) or consciousness (AIs)? 
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