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	Thesis evaluation criteria
	Classification grade according to ECTS 

	Structure

	Overall clarity and structure of the work
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Language level
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Compliance with citation and formatting norms
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Sources and their utilization
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Methods of processing the research problem
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Level of analytical and interpretive elements
	
	
	
	
	E
	

	Formulation of conclusions and meeting objectives
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Originality and vocational contribution
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Justifications for evaluation (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This thesis should be accepted by the committee in my opinion. It is clear the BT author has documented some basic information on Burgess and his best-known work. 

The structure of the thesis raises questions about its focus. Why devote two pages to The Malayan Trilogy, which mainly explores colonialism? Other works by Burgess more directly address free will, dealing with themes such as villain-victim duality, as explored with Alex in A Clockwork Orange. Similarly, five pages on superficial character descriptions and four on unrelated “Language” and “Motifs” detract from the core themes. Meanwhile, free will in the novel receives less than a page and brainwashing just two paragraphs – far too little for what should be the thesis’s central focus.

The writing suffers from inconsistent register, frequent orthographic errors, e.g., in cited titles, along with recurrent issues with sentence structure and punctuation. Additionally, the absence of page numbers makes referencing specific passages needlessly difficult. 



	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Using concrete examples such as specific events or dialogue from the novel, briefly comment on the 
binary of Alex as villain vs Alex as victim in terms of free will and brainwashing.

2) Identify 20th-21st century British novels exploring brainwashing by means other than Pavlovian 
conditioning, for example political indoctrination through propaganda or (other) social engineering. Exclude classics like 1984 and Brave New World. Other works by Burgess or other authors may be cited.
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