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	Overall clarity and structure of the work
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Justifications for evaluation (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The thesis concentrates on what it has identified as the main theme of the novel, the conflict between free will and its suppression by brainwashing. The candidate’s main interest is dedicated to brainwashing techniques, and here what is called the Ludovico technique, and its influence on the human psyche. He begins with a biographical chapter on Bradbury, followed by a short overview of dystopian fiction in the 20th century. Then he turns to the various forms of brainwashing techniques which he deems relevant for Bradbury’s novel, followed by an excursion to St Augustine and Sam Harris on free will. In the second part of his thesis, a bit late, he analyses A Clockwork Orange as a dystopian novel, whereby he tries to relate content and form, including the information he has given at the start. All in all, this structure is not so convincing, since one has the feeling that he should have focussed a bit more on the novel as such and gone more into depth in terms of interpretation, instead of taking a great detour via behavioural psychology and philosophy. 

Parts of his interpretation are not so original, and it becomes interesting only when he writes about the Ludovico technique, which underlines once again that his focus lies on the conflict of brainwashing and free will and less on literary analysis. All in all, the writing seems a bit schematic and superficial. The structure is partly incoherent.

The candidate’s English is fairly fluent and acceptable, in spite of occasional clumsy passages, grammatical errors and idiomatic mistakes. There are a number of formatting problems, and pagination is missing, obviously under the pressure of time. Having studied linguistics, the candidate should know that “Nadsat” is not an “accent” but an artificial lingo! 











	Questions to be answered by student:

1) How does the novel fit into the context of its time? Did Bradbury see any other totalitarian tendencies in British society? 
2) Why was the novel first published in America? 
3) What are the major differences between Bradbury’s novel and Kubrick’s film version?
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