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The dissertation thesis of Mr. Sinnathurai deals with a very important topic in Sri Lanka – decreasing poverty status of many households and the role the small and medium size enterprises play in that process. After the civil war and the underdevelopment it is necessary to push the economy to growth and to decrease poverty of majority of households.

The author is very well acquainted to the situation in Sri Lanka and he is very keen on solving the problem of poverty. Besides that the dissertation shows the author’s very good theoretical background which is seen not only at the list of used literature, but also in his approach to the topic and the way how he interprets knowledge and data.

According to the Ph.D. study programme “Economics and Management” the author not only develops the theory of distribution, economic growth, poverty and households´ behaviour, but he also gives elaborated recommendations to economic practice. The objective of the dissertation is to show how especially SMEs can contribute to economic growth and also to welfare growth. 

He chose small and medium size enterprises as the most quantitative form of entrepreneurship in Sri Lanka. But besides that, he tries to show that SMEs can not only contribute to decreasing poverty, but that they themselves are the object of changing poverty status. 

The main objectives of the dissertation are: To analyze role of SMEs for the national economy and poverty alleviation in Sri Lanka. To find out the promotions made by Sri Lankan government for the growth and improvement of SMEs. To examine the living standard of employees working in SMEs. To identify the factors affecting productivity of SMEs. To examine the associations among SMEs, economic growth, social infrastructure, inflation, unemployment, and income inequality with poverty. To analyse the role of government in alleviating poverty in Sri Lanka. To suggest new recommendations to alleviate poverty among the poor. 
It must be said that the author was successful in reaching these objectives. In spite of wide range of solved problems, the author sank deep to the problems and was able to come to usable conclusions. He analyses the situation of SMEs and also households, and for working out conclusions and recommendations the author paid a great attention to the role of the state, too. The author fulfilled the given objectives.

The dissertation shows a very good content and the formal side of the dissertation is also very good (except of a small number of language mistakes, for instance “conclutitons” etc.).

The author showed his high ability to find relevant sources of knowledge and to work with them according to the topic of the dissertation. The author exploits a traditional structure of the dissertation; he goes from theory to practice. 

At the beginning of the dissertation he brings core theoretical knowledge from literature, gives his opinions and compares theory with the situation in Sri Lanka.

Then the author works out several mathematical models so as to find consequences among poverty and other economic categories (salary, job security, and performance of a hundred firms, economic growth and fiscal measures). 

On the basis of those parts of the dissertation the author gives recommendations for Sri Lankan society. 
The list of literature is a very good representative sample of available sources of knowledge. Recommendations are clearly formulated and can represent a good basis for future government and parliament in Sri Lanka discussions about the problem of poverty. So here we can see the main contribution of the dissertation to economic practice and also to the theory of changes in the society, to the theory of distribution, theory of poverty and the role of the state in the economy.

Formal side of the dissertation is very good. The author carefully combines the text with tables and formulas. His models are precisely worked out and show the author’s good knowledge of modelling. 
There are few language mistakes, but as a whole the dissertation represents a good contribution to Sri Lankan perspectives. 

I recommend the doctoral dissertation of Mr. Sinnathurai for the defence.

Questions: 
Can you characterize a typical SME with its relation to poverty? What are the perspectives of decreasing poverty in Sri Lanka? How long will it take to work out such measures that can improve living conditions of Sri Lankan people?
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