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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Strengths:
1.  The thesis addresses a topical issue of evolution of the image of a woman in a fairy tale, such as Belle from Beauty and the Beast and its plot variations. 
2. The paper has a standard outline that makes it easy to follow the flow of the discussion. 
3. The language level is also rather apt. 

Weaknesses: 

1. I believe that the paper would have benefited from combining not only intertextual approach to the analysis but also narratological, such as Propp’s plot and character theories. 
2. For some reason the paper lacks references to the original sources, and literature overview is somewhat incomplete without references to original (and translated into English) Bakhtin’s, Saussure’s, Genette’s and Kristeva’s papers which are mentioned in the text through other more recent and less well-known works as Alfaro (1996) and Mirenayat and Soofastaei (2015). Intertextuality is such a popular term nowadays that a more thorough analysis of the term and approaches to it would be expected. 
3. The paper also abounds in repetitions of the same ideas throughout the text in different versions which gives an impression of shallowness of the analysis; e.g., p. 17, p. 20, or 3.1 and 3.2.

4. Analyzing the four characters, the student does not take into account the genre and époque characteristics that influenced the characters and their development. For instance, a Greek myth would most probably leave the human character passive, as generally throughout the period human was regarded as an entity confined to the limits set by gods and fate (Eliade 1978). 


	Questions to be answered by student:

1.  Why did the student choose that specific material from among different other versions of the fairy tale? How representative are they of époque or genre? 
2. The title of the paper emphasizes the transformation of Belle into a “tough female”; however, it is not clear from the thesis which of the characters analysed represent one? What are the characteristics of a “tough female” that are projected, I guess, through the Spooner’s interpretation? 
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