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	Structure

	Outline and division
	A
	B
	Cx
	D
	E
	F

	Language level
	A
	Bx
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Formatting (citations, presentation)
	A
	Bx
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
	B
	C
	D
	Ex
	F

	Sources and their utilization
	A
	B
	C
	Dx
	E
	F

	Methods of processing the research problem
	A
	B
	C
	D
	Ex
	F

	Level of analytical and interpretive components
	A
	B
	C
	Dx
	E
	F

	Formulation of conclusions and meeting the objectives
	A
	B
	C
	D
	Ex
	F

	Originality and vocational contribution
	A
	B
	C
	D
	Ex
	F

	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
The structure of Jan Gottvald’s BA thesis The Frontier in James Fenimore Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales is rather unbalanced: while about 20 pages are dedicated to the role of the frontier in American history, only seven pages serve to analyse its role in Cooper’s novels, which means that the thesis is necessarily lacking a focus on  literary aspects, and important things in Cooper’s novels are not mentioned at all, for example, the influence of Walter Scott on the novels’  structure, here especially the role of the protagonist as a go-between or mediator between the antagonistic parties, the reversed (analytical)  time structure in the chronology of the novels’ narrated events, which leads the reader deeper and deeper into the past, creating a feeling of nostalgia for it, or Rousseau’s idea of the ‘Noble Savage’ which Cooper takes up in form of Chingachcook or Uncas and which serves his critique of American culture and civilization. If there is a focus in this part, it is on race and hybridity and on Cooper’s immanent racism – if I have read the thesis correctly, but not on Cooper’s critique of the idea of progress or the negative implications such as the destruction of the environment. I am also missing reflections on Natty Bumppo’s role as cultural go-between or mediator, or Cora’s hybridity with regard to Charlotte Bronte’s ‘mad woman in the attic’. All in all, the literary harvest is disappointing, while the longish summary of an epoch of American history does not yield any new insights. The English in which the thesis is written is idiomatically correct and fluent but there are quite a number of smaller mistakes and slips of the keyboard. 
,


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Does Cooper share Walter Scott’s conviction of historical  progress?

2) Is Cooper uncritical with regard to the progress of American civilization?
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