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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Strengths
1. The paper deals with the so-called Ebonics or African-American Vernacular English, the status of which has usually been debated. In Sections 1 and 2, the student outlines some of the major challenges of categorizing and defining this sociolect.

2. The paper is well structured and written in fluent, free of major mistakes English that is easy to read. 
3. The author cited major specialists in the area. There is a clear connection between what is described in Chapter 1 and how the analysis was conducted in Chapter 2. 
Weaknesses

1. The introduction requires more attention. It is recommended to follow CARS model for the introductions. Additionally, the introduction fails to set the research question and tasks that the student is trying to fulfil. 
2. The student builds her analysis only on 12 songs by very famous artists. Yet, I believe that the research could have benefited more from the analysis of hip-hop battles where there are less restrictions on language use and thus more authenticity.  
3. The student offers many examples from her material but fails to provide at least some comment on them. For example, there are 12 examples of the use of ain’t but no comments with regard to the peculiarities, such as grammar or semantics. In addition, statistical data would have given the reader ideas about how frequent some uses are.

	Questions to be answered by student:

1. Is hip-hop language used in songs affected by censure? To what degree? 
2. Are there any dictionaries or glossaries of AAVE? 
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