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Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis): 

 

The thesis is well written and organized (I appreciated that the author went beyond the template to 

fill in more specific section names for Parts I and II which actually correspond to the contents). The 

formatting is also good, with the exception of the Bibliography section: this should use a hanging 

indent. The topic of the thesis is interesting and informative. My only real criticism is that, as is 

often the case at this level, there is no clear research question; the thesis is “about” something but 

does not make arguments for or against any proposition. 
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1.  Could you please summarize, in one or two sentences, the main argument that you are making in 

the thesis? What evidence confirms or disconfirms the position you are taking? 

 

2.  On page 12, there is the following sentence: “Mathematics was fundamental in the South, where 

young women would keep records on the plantation.” Since the thesis is concerned with the late 

19th century in the US, what was the connection between the civil status of women at that time and 

the issue of slavery that led to the American Civil War (1861 – 1865)?  
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