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	Odůvodnění hodnocení práce (silné a slabé stránky práce):

The thesis addresses an important topic, and effectively argues that a widespread preconception (the US North was less racist) is contradicted by the facts of US history. The sources are excellent, and well marshalled in her argument. The organization of successive topics and the general line of presentation is logical, clear, and convincing. The use of language is impressive, and the reading just flows very easily. The student should be given the highest commendation. 

In a few sections, some errors of English grammar are a bit distracting, but these are mostly limited to particular passages. Perhaps the least smooth reading and the most errors are in Section 3.4. 

I think there is one error of omission. To my non-specialist knowledge (based on some reading, however), the northern opposition to the Fugitive Slave Act was very widespread, and not at all limited to those opposed to slavery. This law brought federal government soldiers into local communities as an external enforcement agency, upsetting the strong tradition of local government and policing. To my knowledge, enforcement of this Law brought large number of ordinary people in the north over to at least passive opposition to a slavery that caused them no good, but only trouble, with federal troops often invading homes of highly respected citizens (church ministers, successful farmers), and alienated much of the populations where this happened.

	Otázky k obhajobě:

Since by your research no significant part of the US population wanted slavery to end (one has the impression it couldn’t have been more than 25%, and few of them were in active opposition), why in fact did it end, and very abruptly and completely?

Unmentioned (I believe) is the view that the northern owners of factories, i.e. capitalists, wanted slavery to end, and they controlled the US government. Does the student think this was an important factor? If not, what other factor was at play, or was the end of slavery just a kind of fortunate accident (from today’s perspective)?
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