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ABSTRAKT

Tato bakalgska prace se zabyva bojem Martina Luthera Kingal$ilheo proti rasismu
a rasoveé segregaci. V Uvodu je rozebran jeinog, \Cetné pojednani o vyvoji a stavu
rasismu ve Spojenych statech. D&s$t popisuje filozofii nenasilného boje doktora ¢fan
a zarové dokumentuje fivod této jedinéné filozofie. Zavrecna cast se wnuje
implementaci jeho filozofie v praxi od roku 1955 dd roku 1968. Prace prokazuje, Ze
nebyt Martina Luthera Kinga mladsiho a jeho mySjen&nasilného boje, nasledky rasové

nespravedlnosti ve Spojenych statech by byly mnasoioi horsi.

KlicovA slova: Martin Luther King, Jr., rasismus, rasowsegregace, nenasili,

Afroameriané, Hnuti za lidska prava

ABSTRACT

This bachelor thesis deals with Martin Luther Kidg.'s struggle against racism and
racial segregation. The thesis first provides Kihg,s background as well as a background
of the history and status of racism in the Unit¢atés. It then describes the philosophy of
non-violent struggle of Doctor King and documerits brigins of his unique philosophy.
Finally, it describes how King, Jr. implemented piglosophy between 1955 and 1968. It
proves that were it not for him and his idea of waient struggle, racial injustice in the

United States might have continued unabated.

Keywords: Martin Luther King, Jr., racism, raciagsegation, non-violence, African-

Americans, Civil Rights Movement
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“Faith is taking the first step even when you da@e the whole staircase.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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INTRODUCTION

Some consider Martin Luther King, Jr. as a madbmautilitarian, and even a
plagiarist, while others criticize him for being adulterer, too religious, or too peace-
loving. The most militant simply tried to identityim with Uncle Tom. However, for
almost all black Americans and many white Ameri¢cdns name is associated with huge
changes in the civil rights and liberties of bla&kericans in the 1950s and 1960s, and
beyond. Moreover, many racial minorities besidexckd are thankful for the changes to
which King, Jr. contributed. Until his philosophydvision are understood, all of his
merits remain an enigma. What is clear, howevethas, were it not for him and his non-
violent struggle against racism, racial injustinethe United States might have continued

unabated.
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1 GROWING UP

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s roots stretch back te trery deep south. All his life his heart

was tied closely to this American region, thisiterbattlefield of civil rights.

1.1 Roots
James Albert King, the grandfather of Martin Lutl@ng, Jr. was of Irish-African

ancestry. Neither Irish nor Africans were allowedive peacefully and without restraint in
the United States at that time, so King had togsfilel against poverty and humiliation.
After marrying Delia Linsey, the future mother ofaMin Luther King, Sr., they settled

down in Stockbridge, Georgia, where King becamé&arecropper. Although he worked
hard to support his wife and their nine childraxffexing was a part of life. The first reason
was mainly the fact that the land they were farmivags extremely infertile - literally

badlands - due to long-lasting tobacco growing tbabed the soil of its nutrients. And,
already having problems with fertility, what lowdrtheir profits even more were Southern
discriminatory practices sanctioned by Jim Crow dawr “the systematic practice of
discriminating against and segregating black péopls a sharecropper, King had to pay
all the costs, but the profits he made, he hathaoeswith the plantation owner. James King
was not a religious man, so it was definitely niod lwho influenced his future grandson’s
attitudes. Instead it was James’s son Michael, wowuld impart religion upon his

offspring?

1.2 Youth

Michael King, was the oldest child of James andieDKing. He grew up among
sharecroppers, but in contrast to his father, he avahurchgoer and a member of the
Baptist community in Stockbridge. Later he leftstitommunity and became the head of
the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta. At thisejrimfluenced by the German Protestant
leader Martin Luther, he renamed himself MartinHartKing, after a visit to Germany. As
an advocate of social justice and racial equdhigycontinually stressed the need for change
in the situation of colored people. He should kentdied as a civil rights leader due to his

involvement in the civil rights movement in Georgkdis influence stretched throughout

2 The Free Dictionary, "Jim Crow," The Free Dictionaom,
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Jim+Crow (accesdaduary 13, 2010).
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the African-American community leading to his appoient as the head of The National
Association for the Advancement of Colored PeoplBRACP). According to Coretta Scott
King, father King loved all his children, but Martihis second-born, was special to him. A
close relationship with his father was an importafitence on King, Jr.

Even more so than to the land, born to Baptistiqar growing up in a purely Baptist
atmosphere, later becoming a pastor, he was ttesetlgl also to his religion. Since his early
youth, Martin Luther King, Jr. enjoyed listeningdood preachers. At that time he was not
old enough to understand them. “He swore to hisherothat he would find his own big
words.” As soon as his mother taught him how talyde started to browse dictionaries
and study, and later he fulfilled his promfse.

Even though he faced a couple of problems conugritie color of his skin, his
childhood and youth were mostly calm and peacdfé first time he came in touch with
segregation was when he was six, and his frieridshim they could no longer play with
him because they were white and he was coloredhBumother, as many other African-
American mothers, convinced him of his equality anthaneness, “she said the words that
almost every Negro hears before he can understhadinjustice that makes them
necessary: ‘You are as good as anyone.” Laterkamg, Jr. had to face humiliation and
segregation even during seemingly ordinary ac#sitlike traveling by bus or shoe

shoppind®

1.3 Studies and early pastor life

From the discriminatory situations that many ashlead to face daily, he was largely
sheltered by class. The Kings were members of tlugllen class, which meant that the
great hardship of segregation did not affect themnsich. They lived in a friendly
neighborhood, where academics became the focat pbims life. He was given the best
possible education. In Atlanta, his parents decigesend him to B. T. Washington High
School, which was the first public high school #frican-Americans in the state of

Georgia. This school gave him a strong educatiémahdation, and later, after skipping

3 Coretta Scott King\iij Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingemnanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague:
VySehrad, 1976), originally published iy Life With Martin Luther King, Jr(New York: Puffin, 1994),
own translation, 102.

* Martin Luther King, Jr.Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Stamroduced by Clayborne
Carson (Boston: Beacon Press, 2010), 5.
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ninth and twelfth grade and without graduatingadfily, he entered Morehouse College in
Atlanta, Georgia, at the age of fifteen.

What MLK learned at Morehouse College, one of filemost African-American
colleges in the United States with extremely seitfrance requirements, and a great study
program, influenced him for the rest of his lifee graduated at the age of nineteen with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology. During higdses there, his social awareness grew,
and he found that his life was much less diffidhin the vast majority of his African-
American contemporaries. He was not stuck in h@aselass. In order to understand the
problem of social classes and the lives of the pridéleged, he refused the white collar
job he was offered. At the age of sixteen he classh manual work during which he was
humiliated again and again. At seventeen, he ddcidebecome a clergyman. He was
ordained at the age of eighteen and became anadsstor in Ebenezer Baptist Church
in Atlanta, Georgia. He was willing to give the Bbeer as much time and energy as
possible, but it was incompatible with other work had to do. The community around
Ebenezer Baptist Church was the community into wine was born and, accordingly it
was the community which he loved most. In factwwaild always remember Morehouse
College and Ebenezer Baptist Church fondly anditctieem for his successes.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was driven by the desioe the best education, and it gave him
the strength to study hard. He read a lot, anthénprocess became familiar with many of
the most important philosophical theories. His drewas to become a Doctor of
Philosophy, hence he entered Boston University. sliglies were interrupted by his
marriage with Coretta Scott. After the wedding bumed to university to complete his
studies. He focused on philosophy of personalistd,far his dissertation he compared the
conception of God by Paul Tillich and Henry Nelddfreman. In 1954, during his studies,
he joined the Baptist community on Dexter AvenueMontgomery, Alabama, and he
became a pastor there. He said to himself: “I'llbgack where they need me.” Indeed, he
was only twenty-five years old at that time, bug ktrong personality and the wisdom of
his words attracted many churchgoers. In the coafseis work at Dexter Avenue, he
made extremely important relationships, namely wihlph Abernathy, pastor of the

Baptist Church at West Hunter Street, Atlanta. Thegame the closest friends and the
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closest co-workers in the civil rights movementniraay one of the struggle concerning
Montgomery buses.

Martin Luther King, Jr. was remarkably mature litg age. He was eminently thankful
for all the help he was offered. He was also exélgraolicitous, and that was the reason
why, in the first weeks and months of his activatyDexter Avenue, he was exceedingly
busy. Working on his dissertation, he also spentmtime preparing his sermons, and he
had to see to the needs of the churchgoers andtipart in community meetings.
Moreover, he devised a set of new programs, anadiissed the establishment of several
new committees for the improvement of living comatis on Dexter Avenue, for example a
committee for the advancement of talented youngcafrAmerican artists. He also
insisted on the reorganization of the communityisaicial management, which later
brought increased profits for the church. In additto this, he tried to involve also poor
churchgoers to overturn the lofty reputation of i2exAvenue Baptist Church. It was also
at that time that he began to express his opiroomscial injustice publicly. Eventually, he

obtained his doctorate in systematic philosophspiring 1955.

Martin Luther King, JP

® Coretta Scott KingWlzij Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingeinanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague:
VySehrad, 1976), originally published iy Life With Martin Luther King, Jr(New York: Puffin, 1994),
own translation, 102.

® Dick DeMarsico. "Martin Luther King, Jr." 1964.hriary of Congress. Washington, DC.
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2 RACISM IN THE UNITED STATES

Racism has long been a fixture in the United StafeAmerica. Beginning with first
contact, the Europeans made a habit of taking wlichtnot belong to them. As they
requisitioned property in the name of God and iz&tion, the colonists started to have a
false feeling of superiority over others, who, utiioately started to have a false feeling of
inferiority. Racism in North America was not useghimst African-Americans only, but
was applied to all non-white minorities. Severabups, among them Native Americans,
African-Americans, Asians, Jews, and even Irishiewadten considered enemies by white
society. As a result, the members of minority goumd to often face oppression,
discrimination, and stratification. White colonistssued their own laws which the
minorities had no chance to understand and cokmiatl no need and effort to explain.
Behind the mask of common public interest, theseplee the minorities, experienced

difficult lives.

2.1 Situation of Native Americans

“Originally, relations between the Native Amerisaand the first European settlers
were friendly. Unfortunately, this changed as mamned more immigrants arrived and land
became an issueNative Americans had no idea of ownership, andessttook advantage
of this fact. Thanks to racism and white suprematyost all Native Americans forfeited
their homes, their yield, their families, and thetass. Were it not for the settlers, Native
Americans would not have had to face an endlessssef conflicts and problems like
devastating wars, epidemic 'white' diseases, staugbr forced relocation. The Trail of
Tears in the 1830s was the biggest forced relatdhe Natives had to undergo. Several
thousands of Native Americans, mainly Cherokeestewaay-to-day pressed to give
themselves up, leave their hunting grounds, andl atppurney to Indian territory west of
the Mississippi River. A great deal of atrocitie@svcommitted on Native American
women and children. They were raped, ridiculed|aaes!, and flayed.

The white man’s hunger for land and wealth cawded the deaths of many hundreds

thousands of Native Americans as whites pushetidund further west. Were it not for

" Nasjonal Digital Leeringsarena, "Native AmericarSorced Removal,"
http://ndla.no/en/node/6200/menu212 (accessed 3aB0a2010).
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the settlers, Native Americans would not have hadivie on reservations, or undergo
cultural changes like the loss of identity, valassociated with the white desire to “kill the
Indian, and save the maf.”

Up to the present day, many members of the minait Native Americans has
suffered dearly. Approximately half of them live federal reservations, maintaining their
traditions, values and culture, but the same hsdf ancounter difficulties, such as poverty,
unemployment, high sickness rates, or even drugelncluding alcoholism. Certainly
attempts were made to help the Native Americans,“hational policy on this matter
wavers somewhere between integration of Native Agaps and isolation on reservations.
The U.S. still wishes to govern Native American ee and treat them as subject to U.S.
law.”®
Not only Native Americans, but many other minestisuffered from this European
lust for the space and power hidden behind a maskanifest Destiny, a belief that the
United States was ordained to stretch across Mortérica from the Atlantic to the Pacific
Ocean. White settlers, constantly coming to theeStaestablished their right to push
minorities to the margins of society. On the oth&nd, they wanted minorities to become a
labor force, and so they made them work, but oftemying them their basic human rights

in the process.

2.2 Asians

Of the many minorities entering the United Statibg status of Asians is worth
mentioning. Even more than the Native Americansads had to face oppression and
racial discrimination and had to fight for theighis. Their loss of rights came in the 1850s
with the judicial decision known a@3eople v. Hall Chinese Americans lost the right to
testify against white Americans, extending thedigfiof a law that previously applied to
African-Americans. In the 1860s, the first trandawental railroad was built, mostly with
Asian labor. These Asians were poorly paid, dedpaéng left their families in search of

work. Working conditions were poor and often unsafed many of them died as a result.

8History Matters, "Capt. Richard H. Pratt on the Eation of Native Americans," The US Survey
Course on the Web, http://historymatters.gmu.ed@21/ (accessed January 31, 2010).

° Nasjonal Digital Leeringsarena, "Native Americar@ufrent Situation,”
http://ndla.no/en/node/6203/menu212 (accessed BaBlia2010).
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Discrimination already existed, but the Chinesecl&sion Act of 1882 made
discrimination legal. Asians were banned from entgthe States until 1943. For decades,
Chinese and other Asians had to undergo humiliaéind violent race riots organized
against them. Over and above, during the SeconddWdar came another phenomenon.
Many Japanese living in America were sent to speamps — internment camps — So as
not to endanger America through espionage. Althosgime negative sentiments and
conflicts appear, contemporary attitudes towardemss can be seen as rather positive.

Asians are appreciated mostly for their honestyilfavalues, and high level of education.

2.3 Anti-European sentiments

Whites also demonstrated biases against EuropdatisEuropean, especially anti-
Irish attitudes appeared first in the nineteenthtwgy. Although the Irish are now white,
they were not considered white back then, and tiaglyto face the same problems as their
colored companions. Similar problems occurred Wikvish immigrants who left Eastern
Europe for America in the nineteenth century. k& 1920s, Jews were oppressed, attacked
and even tortured by members of Ku Klux Klan (KKKut also by ordinary citizens. In
1924 the Immigration Act was introduced, which bed the number of immigrants
allowed to enter the U.S. This was accomplishedudin a national origins quota
providing immigration visas to two percent of thetal number of people of each
nationality in the States. Later, especially durargl after the Second World War, there
appeared also anti-German and anti-ltalian racigjudices because of the fascist
background of these states during the war. Theeogmbrary situation concerning the
relationship between Americans and Europeans tigirenter the States can be, to a large
extent, regarded as quite peaceful. American lavensakassed a series of laws dealing
with immigration, and although discrimination aratism against Europeans still lasts in

some places, the overall situation can be regaadetable®

2.4 African-Americans
African-Americans were the one who had to face wwst situation of all the

nationalities and ethnic minorities entering theitesh States. In many cases, native

19U.S. Department of State, "The Immigration Act 824 (The Johnson-Reed Act),"
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/id/87718.htm (essed February 6, 2010).
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Africans were shipped to the States where they w&poited, discriminated, ridiculed,
attacked, and not occasionally also killed. Coltsnvgere frequently accused of destroying
native African families, traditions, and spirit,réing these people to work and not giving
them basic civil rights. This was not totally acaier Of course, even slaves had some
rights in some states. They were, for instanceraguiaed due process. Some contemporary
scholars argue that African-Americans lost theghts in 1675, following Bacon’s
rebellion in Virginia*

The idea of making slaves out of colored Africahabitants came after the failure of
indentured servitude ending in the seventeenthbaginning of the eighteenth century.
Indentured servants were white Europeans from pexyr backgrounds who wanted to
move to America but could not afford to do so. Thsgned a special contract with a
person in the colonies who would pay for their jey in exchange for the white
immigrant’s services up to ten years. The main lerobwith this method was that many
European immigrants died from diseases to whick were not immune before they were
able to pay off the cost of the travel. Also, mafyhe servants escaped and, because they
were white, were difficult to find. It appears frothis that the main reason Africans
became slaves was that they were easy to ideAtifyther reason why African-Americans
were considered more acceptable was the processasbning. Africans were first sent to
the Caribbean to get accustomed to the new climatediseases and only then, was a
stronger and more resistant labor force sent toStiades. African-Americans, or slaves,
were used mainly in agriculture in the productidrialbacco and cotton but were also used
as domestic servants. Their labor was extremelglaad they became a threat to white
laborers.

On 1 January 1863, the Government of the UnitedeStreleased the Emancipation
Proclamation proposed by President Abraham Lincdlnis regulation gave potential
freedom to all slaves in the Confederacy. Slaveay wfficially outlawed by the Thirteenth
Amendment, effective from 6 December 1865. Accalyinslaves in the South were
freed, but slaves in the North stayed grandfathe@nedNonetheless, America remained

racist, a fact later exhibited by the existenceJioh Crow laws, or laws that in many

1 Joseph G. Dawson, "Myne Own Grountirary Journal105 (September 1980): 1731.
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Southern states lead to 'separate but equalti@silAmong others, Booker T. Washington,
civil rights leader, speaker and author of halfigdn descent, played an extremely
important role in the evolution of rights of AfricgAmericans. After the Civil War, the
situation of African-Americans improved a bit witthe Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendment. These amendments gave them voting ragidslegal equality, but, on the
other hand, a lot of atrocities were committed agfaihem. The establishment of the KKK
during U.S. Reconstruction, a hate group that wéelénce and intimidation, contributed
to a tense situation between whites and African-Acaes. The beginning of the twentieth
century, when MLK'’s father and father-in-law wererity, was a period full of oppression.
Segregation existed in employment, in businessgladols, and in ordinary everyday life. It
was absolutely inaccessible for an African-Ameridanhave benefits not enjoyed by
whites. If the rule of 'white first, colored lagtever' was disturbed, it was a perfect reason
to use violence, either by means of race riots afite mob attacks, or through
intimidation and lynching. For the defense andpsup of the civil rights of African-
Americans, the NAACP was established in 1909. Onthe founders of this influential
organization was W. E. B. Du Bois, civil rights iatgt, propagator, and author. He worked
for an improvement of the situation of African-Antans and was also a prominent figure
in the Harlem Renaissance. W. E. B. Du Bois as asBooker T. Washington would have
an amazing influence upon the philosophy of MLK.

The roots of the American Civil Rights Movemenesgth to the turn of the twentieth
century. First, it served as a movement helpinghaloppressed people. Later, it focused
on the situation of African-Americans. As time pagsit became more influential,
culminating in the era of Martin Luther King, Japproximately from the mid-1950s till
the end of the 1960s. Members and those who syimpdthvith this movement tried to get
rid of racism and give all the downtrodden peophekbtheir rights, liberties, and their
dignity.

Beside the supporters of nonviolence such as King,there appeared also more
radical figures connected with the Black Power Muoeat and Black Panther Party, for
example Bobby Seale or Malcolm X. These peoplebcated blackness and black heritage
and identity, and many of them were prepared to arse necessary means, including

violence, to stop the injustice.
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As it was mentioned earlier, racism did not toach childhood and adulthood much,
but what Martin Luther King, Jr. did for his undexieged brothers and sisters was
astounding. According to him, the cause of Americarial injustice was the white man’s
fear of the African-American’s progress. What heswviging to do all his life was to give
the lost dignity and courage back to those who eget He tried to persuade the white
man that “all men are created equdl.”

The current status of anti-colored sentimentsnmrbe measured with the status some
fifty or sixty years before. There is quite a bigprovement in the situation of African-
Americans. Segregation is basically over and, imyr@ases colored inhabitants get along
much better than their white fellow citizens. Mgmgople see also the election of Barack
Obama to the presidency as a step towards theigguah the other hand, several relicts
of the old era still remain, for example in Misggs, where several school districts
became racially segregated by a federal judgessidecilndeed, this is what America is
like. Contemporary racism has its origin in thedaaous practices implemented from the

beginnings of colonization.

2|ndiana University School of Law, "The Declaratiohindependence of the Thirteen Colonies,"
http://mwww.law.indiana.edu/uslawdocs/declaratiomlhfaccessed February 13, 2010).
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3 PHILOSOPHY OF THE STRUGGLE

African-American extremist leader and Justice Bliei of the Black Panther Party, a
revolutionary left-wing organization aiming for tkelf-defense of African-Americans, Rap
Brown, once stated: “Violence is just so Americaraa apple-pie™®

The exceptional philosophy of King, Jr., a gresder of the Civil Rights Movement,
has been described as a triumph of non-violencesande of camaraderie. He connected
theology and politics and believed in the supedmathinance of moral law. Devoted to the
doctrine of Christ, he saw non-violence as the aplglicable way to change the status of
African-Americans. Even he himself wondered if tisycott method he championed was
in agreement with Christian belief or not. Howevie, was not interested only in the
situation of minorities in America. He tried alsm draw attention to the status of white
Americans. Segregation, in his mind, was an evilboth groups. By liberating African-
Americans, he wanted to free the whites of theongrattitudes and feelings of superiority.

He warned people against their fears. Racist azgtans like the KKK or even white
police officers used fear as a weapon. In MontggmA&labama, at the beginning of his
struggle for civil rights, Martin Luther King, Joreached how to overcome white anxieties
and fear by confrontation, courage, and love. Heeated calm and peaceful protest, no
cross burning, no mob killing, no lynching, but lawd order.

Furthermore, he disapproved of weapons. In thet gfi“he who lives by the sword
dies by the sword,” he himself got rid of his wea@md urged members of the Movement
to follow him. He recognized that violence is effee only when rebels command a
majority or at least an extensive minority. AfrieAmericans had neither majority, nor
extensive minority. This was another reason whyhese to implement a counter strategy
of non-violence. In fact, the Civil Rights Movemewas a militant organization. Its
militancy was camouflaged in non-violence, the nmsiverful and accessible weapon the
movement had at its disposal.

The first radical test of his Christian fundamésend his theory of non-violence came
with the night bombing of his house in MontgomemnyJianuary 1956. Even in such an

extreme and dangerous situation when his closesilyfanembers could die, he kept a

13 Jan PilatSwt doktora Kinga[The World of Doctor Kinlg (Prague: Prace, 1983), own translation, 7.
14 Matthew 26:52, "He who lives by the sword diestiy sword,” Famous Quotes Webpage,
http://www.famousquotes.com/show.php?_id=1053788gssed February 23, 2010).
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level head and rejected violent revenge. Whenngllibout this horrible incident in front
of his friends, churchgoers, and his followerssteyed calm and repeated the idea of non-
violence — “Violence has to be confronted by noolesnce.™

MLK saw a close relationship between the Africamiggle for independence and the
African-American struggle for equality in the UrdteStates. He felt a great sense of
camaraderie with the Africans and he was very prouitlis heritage. After his visit to
Ghana in Africa in 1957, he used the Ghana struggla symbol of the hopes and wishes
of all oppressed African-Americans in the States.

Not only African-Americans believed in Martin LethKing, Jr. He became a symbol
of unity and a bond between disparate groups. &llfbllowers respected him as their
leader, their voice, their idol. His respect forntanity connected him also with poor
people, whom with he associated himself entirelpt Reing interested in wealth and
possession, he was willing to accept an obligadibpoverty. Once, he said: “People have
to understand that the value of a person can naméasured according to their bank
account or size of their car. It is measured byr thelf-sacrifice.” In January 1966, when
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SGh@ed to Chicago, lllinois, to lay
the foundations of a local movement, Reverend Kihg,decided not to stay at a hotel.
Instead, he rented a flat in one of Chicago’s slimarder to share the life pattern forced
by the system upon the ghetto people. Also latBgmhe ran the Poor People’s Campaign,
instead of staying in a Holiday Inn hotel, he sthye the Lorraine Motel in Memphis,

Tennessee, which, as some might say, cost hinifé@i |

3.1 Influences

In forming his philosophy, Martin Luther King, Jdrew from the philosophies of
several men — his father Martin Luther King, Srenify David Thoreau, a philosopher and
author, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, spiritual leafléndia, historian and civil rights
activist W.E.B. Du Bois, Booker T. Washington, agueator, orator and author, and

Marcus Garvey, the black nationalist author andoora

15 Coretta Scott Kinglliij Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingemnanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague:
VySehrad, 1976), originally published iy Life With Martin Luther King, JfNew York: Puffin, 1994),
own translation, 132.

'®bid., 159.
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3.1.1 Martin Luther King, Sr.

Martin Luther King, Sr. acted as both a great axitj and support to his son during
his son’s lifetime. Father King himself never adaptto the system in which colored
Americans had to live. His unfailing opinion of uistices happening to 'unsuitable non-
white citizens' immensely influenced his son’s coesce.

One of the first real influences came with King,sJdecision to enter the ministry.
Not that the father forced his son to become aghera but he himself was so amazed by
his father’s mission that he decided to follow hivere it not for the father, the son would
probably not have become a Baptist preacher.

People loved him as they loved his son. Lattevlyen the Civil Rights Movement was
well under way, much work had to be carried ongheulders of Martin Luther King, Jr.
He worked on writing speeches and organizing marcme demonstrations, while his
father, on the other hand, helped his son’s follswand gave them stoutness and provided
assistance.

MLK was also influenced strongly by his motherpbéita Williams King, and her
peaceful strength, temper, tendency towards pefecand high moral principles. On the
one hand he was very thoughtful, wistful, and régepo his parents’ feelings, but on the

other hand he remained independent.

3.1.2 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi

Coretta Scott King once stated that people fretipethought that her husband
inherited the idea of non-violence from his paresms grandparents. On one hand, they
influenced him to care for his fellow man, but #nevas another reason why he chose the
pathway of peace and non-violence. The major intteecame from the thought of the
spiritual leader of India of the day, Mohandas Kachand Gandhi. This 'great soul', as he
was often called became a “familiar icon of antiecwal resistance and of movements for
social justice throughout the world””

With the life and work of Gandhi, Martin Lutherng, Jr. became familiar very early,
already during his studies at Morehouse Collegebétzame fond of Gandhi’'s strategy of

'satyagraha'which advocated the use of non-violence or cividotliedience to achieve

Henry David ThoreauValden and Civil Disobediencedited by Paul Lauter (New York: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 2000), 408.
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specific changes. “It excludes the use of violebeeause man is not capable of knowing
the absolute truth and, therefore, not competemutash. It presupposes self-discipline,
self-control, self-purification, and recognized isbcstatus in the person offering.” The
principle Gandhi defended was so simple that eveldren could understand it. Unlike
passive resistance advocated by many others, salygas not designed as a weapon of the
weak. It is, de facto, vice-versa. Indeed, theafsdolence does not come into question at
all. Adherents of passive resistance, on the dtiaed, are not afraid to use any means
necessary, including violence, to gain their pod@ndhi advocated that proper satyagrahi,
or the person that professes the satyagraha decama obeys it, “will always try to
overcome evil by good, anger by love, untruth luthy and himsa (violence) by ahimsa
(nonviolence).” Gandhi saw also the connection ketwthe body and mind. He alleged
that adherence to non-violence cannot be done utifnper physical training because of
the connectivity between body and mind. Moreovaensive campaigning is an essential
part of mobilizing public opinion, and it is prudgsublic opinion that is the most powerful
weapon of satyagrafy.

MLK as well as Gandhi used specific types of mtdeAs far as Gandhi is concerned,
he frequently used the method of fasting. King, &n the other hand, used sit-in
demonstrations and mass marches. According to duehof his guru, he knew that public
opposition takes effect only if there is a certawvel of strength and action behind it. Both
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and Martin Luther Kingalso knew that one of the most
important things in their struggle is to teach tHellowers to fight without weapons. But
they both also knew that whoever was dependentsorg weapon their whole life would

find it difficult to dispose of it.

3.1.3 W. E. B. Du Bois

Another extremely important person in the sphdreial rights and a person who
influenced the disposition of Martin Luther King;. vas American civil rights leader,
educator, author, scholar, and Pan-Africanist \&fitliEdward Burghardt Du Bois.

In his 1890Address to the Nations of the Wothe stressed the need for solidarity

between all people of the African origin. He sadixa&d color barrier standing between

18 Henry David ThoreauValden and Civil Disobediencedited by Paul Lauter (New York: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 2000), 407, 414; lbid., 415
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white and colored people. He knew that if Africaméricans would not start with their
campaigns and agitations, they would gain no oppdres and benefits. One of his main
ideas was to destroy the myth of African-Americafeiiority. He was the one who “more
than anyone else disposed the lies about Africamigans in the most important and the
most productive period of their history.” He arguddt through co-existence, humans
influence each other. As a result, if African-Ancamns were given opportunities and
knowledge, everyone would benéfit.

In 1909 he was one of the founders and latter riigimes of the NAACP which was
formed mainly as a protest against the legal prgg@t of lynching, acts of intimidation
and oppression, and race riots which were quitelo@t that time.

He also advocated Pan-Africanism, or the philogofhjoin all the Africans and
people of African descent into one global Africatidwship. W. E. B. Du Bois organized
a number of Pan-African congresses in the 192Qgtactical results were few.

By the 1920s Du Bois was speculating on the ingyae of the assimilation of
African-Americans and whites. Approximately ten rgedater, he left the NAACP’s
integrative endeavors and promoted an African-Acagriwave of nationalism. Much like
he became an idol for MLK, he became an idol fa&r Black Nationalists, who were

advocates of black unity and independence.

3.1.4 Booker T. Washington

Half white, half African-American, born into slaye Booker Taliaferro Washington
became a skillful and liberal leader, author, aratayr. He was successful in the creation of
inter-racial relationships and co-operation, andcbented among his followers not only
African-Americans, but also whites.

Unlike Du Bois, Washington believed education veas obligation. Therefore, he
focused much of his attention on improving the edooal situation for African-
Americans. He raised funds and gained moral supgpoough cooperation with whites,

especially white philanthropists. He believed thigher education is the right of everyone,

19 Coretta Scott King\Miij Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingemnanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague:
VySehrad, 1976), originally published iy Life With Martin Luther King, Jr(New York: Puffin, 1994),
own translation, 277.
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and he himself contributed to education throughatthorship of several books that are
still widely read.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, BooKkeMashington was criticized for his
cooperation with whites by several NAACP leadeesnaly W. E. B. Du Bois. As well as
Du Bois, Washington advocated the principle of guate. He strongly believed in
assimilation. He supposed that racism could becowvee through the mutual cooperation
of people of different races and backgrounds. Mdid@ed this point of view.

Although not all African-American citizens agreaih his philosophy, Washington’s
life work contributed to a better understandinghaf American legal system and, basically,

also to the establishment of the Civil Rights Moestnsome decades later.

3.1.5 Henry David Thoreau

Darwinist author, philosopher, transcendentakstyironmentalist, abolitionist, and
anarchist Henry David Thoreau was another persaninfluenced Martin Luther King, Jr.
His whole philosophy was based on one simple argtinaeright to resist non-violently the
civil government and its unjust demeanor.

One of his great work€ivil Disobediencewas written as a reaction to his objection
to tax paying. In fact, he believed that the bestegnment is one which does not govern at
all. MLK agreed with Thoreau’s opinion that evilaghd not be dissembled, and repeated
often that a person who accepts it without any algas in fact agrees with it. The civil
disobedience defended by Thoreau could not be abdedioy every single person but only
by a selected few. Furthermore, it presumed thegomecould act free from fear of the
penalties that could come. His philosophy influeh&ohandas Karamchand Gandhi and
Martin Luther King, Jr. From Thoreau, King, Jr. kaiive idea of non-violent resistance. In
fact, he was “fascinated by the idea of refusingdoperate with an evil system.” On the
other hand, Gandhi during his work in South Afqmeked up several ideas concerning the

coexistence of man and nature, transcendentalistnemvironmentalisr®

% The Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Educalimstitute, "King Encyclopedia — Nonviolent
Resistance," http://MLK-kppO1.stanford.edu/indexypftome/pages?page=http://MLK-
kppO1l1.stanford.edu/Kingweb/about_King/encyclopetatiolent.resist.html (accessed March 2, 2010).
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3.1.6 Marcus Garvey

Sometimes called a religious prophet, Marcus Mo§arvey, Jr. was a Jamaica-born
author, orator, Black Nationalist, and Pan-AfriciniThere was a big controversy between
Garvey and W. E. B Du Bois. Du Bois consideredv@pra dangerous person because of
his opinions that undermined Du Bois’ endeavorsaials the rights of African-Americans.
Garvey, as well as Booker T. Washington believedhim need for the assimilation of
African-Americans into American society. He knevattluniting them is the best and only
possible way to bring them to success and improgeonditions in which they lived.
Marcus Garvey was the founding father of the UrsaeNegro Improvement Association
and African Communities League (UNIA-ACL) in 19IPhe purpose of this organization
was to bring together all the people of Africanaag and ensure them with freedom in
economic, social, and political matters.

Martin Luther King, Jr. appreciated Marcus GarJyey being one of the first real
African-American leaders. He was the first persaking advantage of the number of
people and establishing a mass movement. UNIA-A&d several million members, and

he was able to give them all a sense of belongdgd@corum.



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 27

4 PHILOSOPHY INACTION

The modern Civil Rights Movement began after tbeddd World War, when several
citizens were appointed by President Harry S. Truteaa civil rights committee. Public
awareness started to increase. Long before this896, a decision of the U.S. Supreme
Court made racial segregation constitutional unilerdoctrine of 'separate but equal’. This

doctrine became the rule of the land for almogysrears, until reversed in 1954.

4.1 Montgomery Bus Boycott

Martin Luther King, Jr. became involved in the Bsppcommunity of Montgomery,
Alabama. “The church was comparatively small theiigh a membership of around three
hundred people, but it occupied a central placehencommunity. Many influential and
respected citizens — professional people with suitsi incomes — were among its
members.” Shortly after that he came to understaeddramatic situation taking place
there?!

In December 1955, a few weeks after the birthisffinst child, Rosa Parks refused to
give up her bus seat to a white person becausheasaid, she was tired. This dressmaker
was fined ten dollars and did not stay in jail hessaE. D. Nixon, a civil rights leader and
one of the promoters of Montgomery Bus Boycott tpdsail for her. Rosa Parks may not
have been the first person to refuse giving up thes seat to a white citizen, but she
certainly became famous for her actions.

King, Jr. soon established several committees associations promoting the
reduction of segregation. He adhered to his comantnto fight against inequality. He
himself hesitated over whether boycotting is Clarst But, he remembered Thoreau’s
thought that if a person accepts evil without pggte/he co-operates with it. Furthermore
the aim of the entire boycott was not to ruin thes lkompany, but to bring in a bit of
justice. The movement called for the civility of wrivers, colored bus drivers for
predominantly colored lines, and the rule of ‘fastne first served'.

The boycott began on 5 December 1955, with th@lsimule, that colored inhabitants

should not use buses. Several thousands of leaftetsuncing the plans were published

2 Martin Luther King, Jr.Stride Toward Freedom: The Montgomery Stamyroduced by Clayborne
Carson (Boston: Beacon Press, 2010), 3.
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and distributed. The white press actually helpeddtganizers by criticizing the boycaott,
and in the process provided free publicity forQnly a few African-Americans rode the
buses that day. People used bicycles, taxis, maled,their own feet. Some of them
walked up to twelve miles repeating “love your eresnbless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them wéspdefully use you, and persecute
you."??

The boycott survived threats, discouragement, Kirgs arrest, and even cold and
rainy weather. Actually these setbacks united three@n-American community even more.
Even white women unconsciously helped the boyapttide by transporting their African-
American maids to be sure they would come to work.

With the success of the boycott, African-Americéegan to feel that something new
was happening in the United States, something lthdt never been seen there before,
something that had been seen in India led by Ganrdhnon-violent struggle — no cross-
burning, no lynching, no assassinations, no coreydat persuasion, law, and order. They
also felt the global potential of the boycott. #came a part of the world revolution of
humanity. MLK himself affirmed that God chose Moogery as an example of the
triumph of liberty over submission and injustice.

Some of the leading figures of the Movement wérarged with breaking local laws.
As a result, King, Jr. was fined and obliged totfmzsl. Not long after that, on 6 May 1956,
the court heard arguments concerning the constitalkity of bus segregation, and several
months later, the court found segregation on btsdse unconstitutional. White lawyers
appealed the decision all the way to the Supremet®dich, on 13 November, confirmed
the previous court’s rulings. This decision washastorical milestone in the struggle for
civil rights. It meant the end of a tiring and lelagting boycott.

Even though bus segregation was unconstitutiadhal,practical implementation of
equality in public transportation faced resistafroen whites. But Martin Luther King, Jr.
still preached the ideas of non-violence and ¢ivith his followers.

The bus boycott was canceled on 20 December 19§, after the official court

decision. The next day, the African-Americans trumantly boarded the buses, but this

2 \Webster’s Bible Translation, "Matthew 5:44," Bisloom webpage,
http://websterbible.com/matthew/5.htm, (accesseccMa3, 2010).
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time the desegregated ones. King, Jr. warned thecalffAmerican citizens of
Montgomery not to repay evil and violence with eald violence, but with love. In the
end, the power of non-violence was stronger thanrétist opposition validating King,
Jr.’s approach. It was an immense success for theement that nobody died during the
protests in Montgomery. It showed the other citesj basically, the whole South, what
can be achieved by combined force and non-violence.

Basically, King “raised the sights of a local mmant to encompass large moral issues
and shaped the black struggle for freedom intoragrurights movement with international
dimensions.” His first book calle8tride Toward Freedorwas out in September 1958. In
it he discussed the history of the Montgomery bttyanod the protest movement created

there?®

4.2 From Montgomery to Africa and Washington, D. C.

Soon after the triumph in Montgomery, Martin Luth€ng, Jr. recognized that the
potential energy among African-Americans should Haenessed and the whole South
integrated. To achieve these goals, the SCLC wibleshed on 10 January 1957, and
Reverend King, Jr. was appointed its first presiden

In March, the prime minister of Ghana, Kwame Nkalminvited King, Jr. to join the
Independence Day jubilee there. Since MLK consudi¢he situation in Africa very similar
to that in the United States, he accepted thistatioh. Ghanaians struggled for
independence from Europe. During his visit to Gha#tag, Jr. learned from Nkrumah that
even the most complicated conflicts can be solagatace.

17 May 1957 was an important day in the historythed Civil Rights Movement.
Thirty-seven thousand people, including three thadswhites, gathered in front of the
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D. C. to hear a qu&sive speech by MLK on the
occasion of the Pilgrimage of Freedom. He addrebgedpeech to President Eisenhower
and the Congress, expressing the need for votyigsti The law was adopted several years
later, in 1965.

% Michael Honey, "Becoming KingJournal of American Histor6 (December 2009): 919 — 920.
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4.3 Atlanta happenings

Tired of traveling back and forth from Montgomeoy Atlanta led to Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s decision to leave Alabama and move émi@ia. After all, Atlanta offered better
possibilities for personal development as wellagtie growth of SCLC.

In 1960, a new type of protest action appearedinSlemonstrations were aimed at
eliminating segregation from restaurants and srmok. For several weeks, colored, as
well as white students organized these demonstiafilo university towns all across the
South. Furthermore, the Student Nonviolent Cootthna Committee (SNCC) was
established on 15 April 1960.

Several accusations came during these monthsllbot them were just imputations.
Certain people tried to trample on King, Jr.’s rgpion and taint everything he had
accomplished. In some cases, accusers themseltledrew the accusations for fear of
huting their own reputation. The worst attack on HWH.reputation came soon after his
arrival to Atlanta. A jury in Montgomery accusedrhof falsifying his income-tax return.
However, a Southern jury of twelve whites found himocent. This was a triumph of
justice. Yet, soon after that King, Jr. had to fac®ther accusation, because he drove a
white woman in his car. This time he was foundtguahd sentenced to six months of hard
labor in a state correction facility in Reidsvill&eorgia. This is another proof of how
absurd the regulations were. At that time, Sendiminn Fitzgerald Kennedy was a
candidate for the presidency of the States. Hedath Coretta Scott King, expressed his
interest in her husband and offered his help. Sdtar this phone call, MLK was liberated
and J. F. Kennedy was elected president by a smafbin. It is left to wonder if
Kennedy’s intervention helped him or hurt him ie #lection.

While sit-in demonstrations continued, another ngve of protest action appeared in
1961: freedom rides. Desegregation of interstatefuas well as desegregation of their
terminals in the South was the main purpose ofethieles. Groups of African-Americans,
but also young white people counteracted the réiguk of segregated transport. Martin
Luther King, Jr. became chairman of the FreedoneRidordinating Committee (FRCC).
These rides continued throughout the summer, and &fter time he urged the idea of
non-violence. Then he went to Albany, Georgia,adnother SCLC campaign. Albany was
the heart of the deep-rooted white racist regidmene the federal government was the only

ally the movement had. However, by the means ofbtoed effort and non-violent
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resistance, injury was avoided. Experience gainedllbany helped the movement when it

turned its focus to Birmingham.

4.4 Birmingham

Birmingham, Alabama, a wealthy city with a whit@jority, was another battlefield of
civil rights. Civil and business leaders, as wallmaost of the citizens, disliked even the
idea of integration. The purpose of all the action8irmingham, which in the end lasted
for more than two months, was to end the city’smiisinatory economic policies.

Organizers, whose members besides Reverend Kingiede Ralph Abernathy, Fred
Shuttlesworth, and others, started to operatennalg 1963. They knew that the campaign
in Birmingham would probably be the most difficubiut they also knew that success
would help to destroy segregation. MLK inculcatadrngham’s African-Americans with
the concept that 'black is beautifutor he knew that emotional and psychological
maintenance was the strongest weapon a coloredmpeosild possess.

At that time already, Martin Luther King, Jr. aride rest of the Civil Rights
Movement knew that even though president J. F. Béyprand his brother, Attorney
General Robert F. Kennedy were in favor of civijhts, they did not plan to draft a civil
rights bill. This made them work even harder.

The Birmingham demonstrations started on 3 Ap&63 with a number of sit-ins
followed by less successful boycotts of segregédedities. The purpose of these sit-ins
was to provoke arrest, so that the prison wouldobercrowded. One week after the
commencement of the Birmingham campaign, on 12|A@63, Doctor King, Jr. and a
number of other leaders induced their arrest byaking the law against mass public
demonstrations. King, Jr. commented that the “psepof direct action is to create a
situation so crisis-packed that it will inevitabtypen the door to negotiation.” He spent
eight days in the Birmingham prison, during whioghd he wrote his famousetter from
Birmingham Jail addressed to eight white Alabaman clergymen vdecased him of being

a swindler trying to find popularity?

#The Martin Luther King, Jr. Research and Educaliwstitute, “Letter from Birmingham Jail," Martin
Luther King, Jr. and the Global Freedom Struggldir@n http://MLK-
kppO1l.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/encyal@genc _letter _from_birmingham_jail 1963/. (accdsse
March 15, 2010).
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In this letter written on newspaper margins angds of toilet paper, he vindicated his

presence and intervention in Birmingham affairs:

| cannot sit idly by in Atlanta and not be concefradout what happens in
Birmingham. Injustice anywhere is a threat to gesteverywhere. Whatever
affects one directly, affects all indirectly. It isinfortunate, that

demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham, Huis even more

unfortunate that the city’s white power structueéf the Negro community
with no alternative. We will reach the goal of fdeen in Birmingham and

all over the nation, because the goal of Amerideeisdom?

Birmingham was generally a duel between segregaia equality, but it was also a
duel between Martin Luther King, Jr. and TheopHlugyene Connor, or 'Bull' Connor. Bull
Connor was the chief of police of the city of Birgham during the Civil Rights era. He
was a thorn in the flesh of every person fightiggiast segregation. He used high-pressure
water jets against demonstrators, as well as palogs, even against children. Bull
Connor’s reputation suffered while the reputatiba.K improved. On 2 May 1963, 959
young people were arrested as a result of the giratarch. The next day, while singing
'‘We Shall Overcome’, another crowd of young petgaeby Reverend King, Jr. went to the
streets. But this time the first weakness in thhacstire of Birmingham racism showed
itself. When the crowd stepped forward, the whifiicers with their water jets withdrew.
All the followers of Doctor King, Jr. stood by tkkede of non-violence. The moral pressure
the white police officers had to face combined witle strength of African-Americans,
disarmed them. It was a triumph of peace and dollepower.

On 10 May 1963, six days after President J. F.n€dg sent Burke Marshall to handle
the situation in Birmingham, the deal was warranfEdis act, Martin Luther King, Jr.
considered as a real driving force behind the Bigham actions. The Movement's
original requirements of nullification of the segagion from stores, improvement of the
wage conditions, nullification of all the accusasgoor implementation of regular meetings
of the Chamber of Commerce and the city represeatatwith members of African-
American minority were accepted almost complet@lgnerally, public places were opened

to African-Americans bar none.

Martin Luther King, Jr., ATestament of Hope: The Essential Writings and Spe=ecf Martin Luther
King, Jr,, edited by James M. Washington (New York: Harper(r990), 290, 301.
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As in Montgomery, the deal between white busieaders and the African-American
minority in Birmingham was followed by an explosimf violence. Several bombs
exploded near the houses and offices of coloredelsa Consequently, thousands of angry
African-Americans went to the streets. Violent maiyhwas about to break out, but the
power of non-violent action was stronger and theeséurious people who were ready to
start fighting started to hand over their weapaalglating the spirit of non-violence.

In relation to politics, another great achievemeatne after the happenings in
Birmingham. Responding to Cold War pressures, BeesiJ. F. Kennedy decided to draft
a civil rights law, which was passed by the Congiasl 964.

Birmingham became a great example of solving tivatson of whites and colored, of
inter-racial relations. MLK stated: “Birmingham wascolossus of segregation. Victory of
the place will light up the whole South and willusa breaches in the house of
discrimination.” His prediction came true. Not cting the era of Civil War and
Reconstruction, African-Americans were never soewheined to change their living
conditions?®

Though there was an endeavor to uplift African-Aicens, a number of serious
obstructions always appeared. But Birmingham wasstiart of a new chapter of inter-
racial relations. Generally, discrimination starteddisappear, but more importantly the
confidence of African-Americans started to raisgjost in the South but nationwide.

Later, when planning one of his most famous andtnsaccessful marches, Martin
Luther King, Jr. started to write his third booKled Why We Can’t Wajtan “attempt to
defend the potency of nonviolent direct action ywpwing how it had succeeded in

Birmingham and other Southern citi€.”

4.5 March on Washington
In June 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. went on atlee tour. Tens of thousands

attended his speeches and participated in his msrch

% Coretta Scott KinglMij Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingemnanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague:
VySehrad, 1976), originally published iy Life With Martin Luther King, Jr(New York: Puffin, 1994),
own translation, 218.

2"Martin Luther King, Jr.A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and:&pes of Martin Luther
King, Jr., edited by James M. Washington (New York: Harper(1990), 518.
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A March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom wasngd for 28 August 1963, for
two purposes. The first purpose was to give thdcAfirAmericans an opportunity to
demonstrate non-violently and in an organized fashiThe second purpose was to place
pressure on Congress to approve a bill of civiisg

Although there were not as many participants garmezers had hoped, King, Jr. still
made his speech in front of an estimated quartarrafilion people in front of the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington, D. C.

As the so-called 'moral leader of the nation’,idr., delivered his now famous "I

have a dream" speech, in which he stated:

We have come to our nation’s capital to cash alchiestead of honoring
this sacred obligation, America has given the Neggeople a bad check
which has come back marked 'insufficient fundswhN® the time to lift our
nation from the quicksand of racial injustice toe tsolid rock of
brotherhood. Nineteen sixty-three is not an endatheginning®

Throughout the speech, he encouraged peoplerik #md take heart. He then ended
the speech with the words of an old African-Amanmispiritual: “Free at last! Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!” As goadthe speech was, the greatest success
of the March on Washington was that although waitd colored, poor and rich, from all
corners of the States were together at one placejatence occurred. Moreover, almost
one third of the crowd was white. One of the biggestributions was that a lot of whites,
not connected to or caring for African-Americanuggments, got to know what the Civil
Rights Movement was all abotit.

The assassination of President Kennedy in Dabla2 November 1963 was a shock
for all Americans. This tragedy had huge consegegnespecially on the Civil Rights
Movement. Kennedy’s death somehow activated theaence of the nation, and people
felt that the bill concerning civil rights shoule Ipassed in his honor, which it ultimately
was on 2 July 1964.

% Martin Luther King, Jr., "l have a dream," Martinther King Online,
http://mww.MLKonline.net/dream.html (accessed O&wol, 2009).
29 H
Ibid.
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Also in 1964, MLK won the Nobel Peace Prize. Heegted the prize on behalf of the
Movement, but, he was a bit solicitous: “I must agky this prize is awarded to a
movement which is beleaguered and committed tolemtiiag struggle; to a movement
which has not won the very peace and brotherhoodhas the essence of the Nobel
Prize.” He swore he would struggle for peace amih@rhood as long as he would be able
to. He also had become reconciled to the facthitbahight be killed. Regardless of this, the
Kings sent their children to white school, not targpublicity, but to be an example for the
rest of African-American families. There was a hugged to let the nation see that

integration can be achieved peacefdfly.

4.6 Selma

On 2 January 1965, Martin Luther King, Jr. engatiezl issue of voting rights. He
chose Selma, Alabama, as the next target of demadiosis. Selma was under the
jurisdiction of a sheriff who was “an avid, shreselgregationist”. Rather than fueling the
movement by perpetrating race violence before thlevision cameras, the sheriff
“admonished his deputies to enforce Alabama’s ggdi@nist voter registration laws with
the least amount of brutality™

Doctor King, Jr. said that

...the goal of the demonstrations in Selma, as elsesylis to dramatize the
existence of injustice and to bring about the preseof justice by methods
of nonviolence. Long years of experience indicateus that Negroes can
achieve this goal when four things occur: 1. Noleno demonstrators go
into the streets to exercise their situational t8g2. Racists resist by
unleashing violence against them. 3. Americansoofscience in the name
of decency demand federal intervention and legsiat 4. The

administration, under mass pressure, initiates oreaf immediate

intervention and remedial legislatich.

%Martin Luther King, Jr., "Nobel Prize AcceptanceeBph,” Martin Luther King Online,
http://mww.MLKonline.net/acceptance.html (accesSedober 1, 2009).

31 Martin Luther King, Jr.A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and&mes of Martin Luther
King, Jr., edited by James M. Washington (New York: Harper(990), 126.

*1bid., 127.
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4.6.1 Violent vs. non-violent action in the struggle agaist racism

At the beginning of February 1965, another pemealing with civil rights appeared
in Selma — Malcolm X. Both, Martin Luther King, Jas well as Malcolm Little, later
renamed Malcolm X, were fighting for the same thinthey wanted to destroy the deep-
rooted evil able to destroy the lives of the masseacism. Although they had the same
aim, the means they used were root and branchrehffeMajor aspects of their counter
philosophies in the struggle against racism andakagjustices in the 20th century U.S.
were rooted in their backgrounds, denominationgl wsions. As Malcolm X himself
pointed out, he did not come to Selma to harm MULK o help him, showing whites the
other option of the African-American civil rightdrsggle, giving them the chance to
choose and hear of Martin Luther King, Jr.

First, both leaders came from different backgraunilartin Luther King, Jr., as
mentioned earlier, grew up in a comfortable middkss family, and he was a beloved
child. Even if he faced some problems of racialresggtion, he was enabled to study in
prestigious schools. He had almost everything #maAfrican-American boy could have
had in such times. On the other hand, Malcolm d’&tlyouth was difficult. Malcolm
believed his father was murdered by a mob calledBlack Legion, although the police
report said it was an accident. His mother wasqalanto a sanatorium for the mentally ill
following her nervous breakdown and he himself spgyme time in a penitentiary,
because of repeated stealing when trying to halpriather with raising the other children.
The local court later removed Malcolm from his nestio a white couple, able to better
control him. If MLK had everything, Malcolm Littlaad barely anything. It was during
such formative years that they started to formrthisions of how to deal with the racism.
Martin, having more or less a content youth didwaht to harm anyone. He was given an
opportunity, and he took an advantage of it. Wheidalcolm, who suffered a childhood
of neglect, embraced the idea of revenge — anaryafeye and tooth for a tooth.

The next thing that distinguished these two med #reir philosophies was their
denomination. Martin Luther King, Jr. was born irggurely Baptist family. His father
was a reverend, and Martin was predetermined towidhe same path. All the time he was
taught: “Love your enemies, bless them that cumsg gio good to them that hate you, and
pray for them who despitefully use you, and persegou.” But, this was not the case for
Malcolm Little. Although he was born to a Baptiatifer and he honored these values for a

certain time, in his twenties he converted to Islarhis new religion, which defended



TBU in Zlin, Faculty of Humanities 37

racial segregation and excused violence, gave himthar angle on things and influenced
his specific philosophy latéF.

The historical figures and their visions that insg these great leaders were also
important influence. As mentioned earlier, Rever&magy, Jr. constructed his philosophy
on several basic authorities, among them: his falartin Luther King, Sr. with his
religion values and respect for his fellow man; KelDavid Thoreau with the idea of civil
disobedience; Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi and &&sofl passive resistance. Over the
years MLK developed and cemented his strategy a@iviotent direct action, He was
determined to use all possible peaceable and wabhigresources to fight for his program.
On the other hand, Malcolm X based his philosophytwo important figures. The first
was Marcus Mosiah Garvey, Jr. with his theory giatéation. The other important figure
in Malcolm’s life was Elijah Muhammad, the headtlo¢ Nation of Islam, who espoused
the theories of self-defense and full independerafe African-Americans, both
economically and politically. Little’s philosophyas founded on the idea of complete
separation of African-Americans from whites, eventheir own detached land, a state
which would act as a provisional home until retagniback to Africa. But the most
distinguishing principle of Little’s struggle rennai the strategy of making use of violence.
In fact, he encouraged African-Americans to useragessary means of self-defense. The
relation between King, Jr. and Malcolm X can beseesially, compared to the one of
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. Gandhi on one handfwiysattached to non-violence;
Nehru on the other hand accepted violence as aotie# means of revolution.

By all means, one of the things the two men shaved the attitude toward the
seriousness of the fight. Both were of the coneittihat a man should be prepared to lay
down his life for the right thing. Actually, Martibuther King, Jr. said: “If a man hasn’t
discovered something that he will die for, he idit'tto live.” The outlook of Malcolm
Little was fairly the same: “The price of freedosndeath. If you're not ready to die for it,
put the word ‘freedom’ out of your vocabulary.” Mld{so agreed with some points of
Malcolm X’s program, for example with the recaptgriof the old African-American

pride, culture, and the idea of 'black is beautifag well as with non-violent Black Power

#Webster's Bible Translation, "Matthew 5:44," Biblosm webpage.
http://websterbible.com/matthew/5.htm (accessedeNther 24, 2009).
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ideas of having a share in economy, job feasiedjtand free competition, fairly having a
share in society/

Both, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X repeeged two different sides of the
same coin, two opposing views on one major problacism. Their purpose was to right
the wrongs of the racial segregation. Although tlisgd different weapons, they both
fought for the same thing, they both were williogdie for they dream, and they both died
for it. They both were murdered, Malcolm X at a ldar public meeting, Doctor King, Jr.
at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis.

One wonders what would have happened if the mdssdistened more to Malcolm
X than to Martin Luther King, Jr.? What would hakeppen if the idea of non-violent
direct action had not been given greater weights®ably, the line of bloody battlefields
would be much longer.

The first march, forty-five miles long from Selnt@ Montgomery, was planned for 7
March 1965. More than five hundred African-Amerisagathered and started on their
route. However, this march did not last long; theolg day came to be known as 'Bloody
Sunday'. “During a demonstration, the sheriff hagaled his men in tear gassing and
beating the marchers to the ground.” As a resudiesn participants in the march had to be
hospitalized, and another fifty were injured. NeéRe this discouraged Martin Luther King,
Jr. and the rest of the Movement. He still repeatadiinsisted on reciprocating against evil
and violence with love and non-violence. Constaiéy imparted this message to his
followers, even when they were beaten, becauserdingoto him, violence was no
solution®

Although MLK feared he might die in Selma, he edlifor another march two days
later. The court, however, intervened, grantingragorary injunction against a march. A
Federal district court judge “issued a restrainimder, preventing the march from taking
place until he could hold additional hearings latethe week.” Doctor King, Jr. respected
the courts, but he knew that canceling the marchldvappear like he had given up. In

response he himself said: “It is better to die lstoad than to commit a slaughter on own

34 Martin Luther King, Jr., "Quotes," Martin Lutheiing Online,
http://mwww.MLKonline.net/quotes.html (accessed Nober 24, 2009); Little, Malcolm, "Quotes," Malcolm
X Online, http://www.malcolmxonline.com/malcolm-xigtes.html (accessed November 24, 2009).

% Martin Luther King, Jr.Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Communityfzworded by Coretta
Scott King, introduced by Vincenc Harding (BostB8macon Press, 2010), 1.
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conscience.” Headed by MLK and Ralph Abernathy,dbmonstration set forth to Selma
with about 1,500 participants, out of which morearthhalf were whites. MLK was

concerned about the small number of march partitgpand because of the growing
danger of a violent face-off, he decided to cafl tok march. He was criticized for this
later, but he knew that big changes cannot be aetigvithout necessary support. Like
Gandhi, he considered masses and violence incdopatihat was why he decided to wait
until the maximum force gatheréd.

The third march was planned for 21 March, and tinse nearly five thousand
participants, both African-American and white shdwep, and they were under the
protection of the United States government, whiatl taken command of Alabama police
and soldiers. The ban on demonstrating was alsedIivhich, by itself, meant a great
success.

After a demanding, fifty-four mile march, the pres®n reached the imaginary gates of
Montgomery. Many celebrities also came to suppleet narching crowd, among them
Harry Belafonte, Sammy Davis, Leonard Bernstei, l[dima Simons.

25 March 1965 represented the most important dall adhe Selma demonstrations.
Hundreds of thousands of people from all statesesiareligions, and social classes
assembled in Montgomery. King, Jr. said, “Thishe greatest day for the Negro in the
history of America.” Unfortunately, this day did trend without violence. A white female
Viola Liuzz was shot for supporting the movementd ahe became a martyr for free
voting rights for African-American¥.

Partly as a result of what happened in Selma, &ngoRights Act outlawing
discriminatory voting practices was passed on 6usudl965 and became one of the

cornerstones in the struggle for the protectiothefrights of African-Americans.

% All Experts, "Selma to Montgomery Marches: Encyedja," All Experts webpage online,
http://en.allexperts.com/e/s/se/selma_to_montgonmayches.htm (accessed March 10, 2010); Coretth Sco
King, M#j Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingetnanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague: VySeh@uh)1
originally published aMy Life With Martin Luther King, Jr(New York: Puffin, 1994), own translation, 241.

37 Coretta Scott KingVliij Zivot s Martinem Lutherem Kingemnanslated by Jaroslav Sonka (Prague:
VySehrad, 1976), originally published iy Life With Martin Luther King, Jr(New York: Puffin, 1994),
own translation, 247.
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4.7 Vietnam intervention

Martin Luther King, Jr. considered peace and foeeds indivisible, and he was fully
aware of the fact that the money spent on the ¥mthVar could instead have been spent
for the struggle for freedom within the United $&atHe started expressing this opinion
publicly in 1967, and he encountered a lot of cstn from others, both African-
Americans and whites. Many of his colleagues framivil Rights Movement considered
his intervention as a threat to the struggle faradity and human rights.

Despite of all the criticism, he delivered hissfirspeech openly criticizing U.S.
involvement in the Vietham War on 4 April 1967 irW York City’s Riverside Church at
a meeting of Clergy and Laity Concerned. He stikdbere that peace and freedom are

interrelated, that the war was bad for the poorhieself said

...the war was doing far more than devastating theebf the poor at
home. It was sending their sons and their brothei their husbands to
fight and to die in extraordinarily high proporterelative to the rest of the
population. We were taking the black young men Wwhad been crippled by
our society and sending them eight thousand milgayato guarantee
liberties in Southeast Asia which they had not fbum southwest Georgia
and East Harlem. So we have been repeatedly faithdhe cruel irony of
watching the Negro and white boys on TV screenshay kill and die
together for a nation that has been unable toteeat together in the same
schools®®

He also proposed stopping the bombing in North @adth Vietnam, the need of an
armistice, and the removal of all foreign troopenirVietnam. Likewise, he criticized his
own government for being “the greatest purveyoviofence in the world today” and for
being property-oriented. King, Jr. was consciousheffact that it would take a long time
to resolve this situation, but he was prepared tadt®n to do so, to convince people to
take the initiative to change American society arake it more people orientéd.

Though, he fully expected to face the consequeotks actions, he never anticipated

such disunion within the Movement. Nevertheless, thek part in several peace

%Martin Luther King, Jr.A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and:&pes of Martin Luther
King, Jr., edited by James M. Washington (New York: Harper(990), 233.

39Martin Luther King, Jr., "Beyond Vietnam," Martiruther King Online,
http://mww.MLKonline.net/vietham.html (accessed @mér 1, 2009).
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mobilizations and demonstrations. Again, he regktatastantly that the war in Vietham is
wrong. In a speech, delivered on 4 April 1967, iewNYork City, he also criticized the
proceedings of the federal government and the tfeat people have to understand the
cohesion between the above mentioned peace ardbfreg¢hat America is seen and will
be seen as a land of violence as well as militgriestead of being seen as a revolutionary
and democratic land. He tried to make the peoplderstand that U.S. intervention in
Vietnam was wrong from the very beginning. He adtessed the need of understanding
that the conflict in Vietham is of a moral characéad the fact that always there is a

choice:

If we will make the right choice, we will be able transform the jangling
discords of our world into a beautiful symphonybobtherhood. If we will
but make the right choice, we will be able to speedthe day, all over
America and all over the world, when justice wdllrdown like waters, and
righteousness like a mighty stre&.

Martin Luther King, Jr. helped to change the sastit of the American people. Public
opinion started to advocate peace and disapproikeSfinvolvement in the Vietnam War.
The American military involvement in the war in Yiam ended by the Case-Church
Amendment, following the Congress decision on Audss1973.

Again, as a respond to the current situation, 9671 MLK wrote his fourth, and
probably the toughest, book callé¢here Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Community?.
In this book he identified the black power with masf his own objectives and he called
for “recognition of the importance of many stragsjiand lamented the rise of logistical

imperialists.**

4.8 Poor People’s Campaign
Since the beginning of 1968 Martin Luther King, éxpressed doubts about his
longevity. He was aware that he had made many &seinoth for his civil rights activities

and his anti-war stance. What he repeated oftentkeasecessity that all of his followers

“*Martin Luther King, Jr., "Beyond Vietnam," Martiruther King Online,
http://mww.MLKonline.net/vietham.html (accessed @mr 1, 2009).

“1 Martin Luther King, Jr.A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and&mes of Martin Luther
King, Jr., edited by James M. Washington (New York: Harper(990), 555.
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must not mourn his death, but continue in his wétk. did not want to die, but he was
reconciled to it. As mentioned, he held the viewtth man not willing to die was not
worthy to live.

All the while, poverty persisted. King, Jr. start® ruminate about a campaign that
could unite all the poor people, regardless ofdbker of their skin. This campaign was
soon called the Poor People’s Campaign and itsgserpas to organize another march on
Washington to plead the cause of poverty. The na@nm was the introduction of an
'Economic Bill of Rights'. The Poor People’s Cangoaasked “for the federal government
to prioritize helping the poor with an antipovepgckage that included housing and a
guaranteed annual income for all Americaffs.”

This campaign should have been something spdmahuse it was the first proper
action in the hands of the Movement that went bdy@te. Aims of this demonstration
were obvious: economic assurance, good educatohp@per housing for each American.
Although King, Jr.’s new campaign met with sevesatbacks in New York City, he was
fully determined to continue with the Poor Peopl€ampaign in Memphis, Tennessee.
Once in Memphis however, he was criticized for isigyn a hotel that was too luxurious.
He acknowledged this critique by moving to the baore Motel, which had African-
American owners and staff.

On 3 April 1968 he delivered his final and prolyaible most apocalyptic sermon at the
Mason Temple in Memphis, the headquarters of thahof God in Christ which was the
largest Pentecostal denomination for African-Amami in the States. In contrast to all his
preceding speeches which were aimed at the futlhi®,speech seemed to focus on the
past.

In his speech he expressed thanks to his longtmmeed Ralph Abernathy, he
discussed history mentioning Egypt, the Roman Eejgind Abraham Lincoln. He stressed
that the struggle for equal rights must not stopMemphis. He thanked God for allowing
him to be with his people, and he reminded peoplesopast efforts to make his American

dream come true. His speech, made in front of twwoigands of his followers, closed with:

“2 Poor People’s Campaign, "History of Poor Peoptaisipaign,” Poor People’s Campaign webpage,
http://poorpeoplescampaignppc.org/HISTORY .html éssed March 29, 2010).
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Well, I don’t know what will happen now. We've gebme difficult days
ahead. But it doesn’'t matter with me now. Because been to the
mountaintop. And | don’t mind. Like anybody, | wdulike to live a long
life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not concetinabout that now. | just
want to do God’s will. And He’s allowed me to go tgpthe mountain. And
I've looked over. And I've seen the Promised Lanohay not get there with
you. But | want you to know tonight, that we, apeople will get to the
Promised Land. And I'm happy, tonight. I'm not wied about anything.
I'm n%[ fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen theyglf the coming of the
Lord.

The next day, this advocate of justice, peaceesiynand brotherhood met his fate. He
was martyred. In his commemoration, many schodfges, and companies were closed;
several important sport events were postponededsag/ many television and broadcasting
programs. The funeral was planned for 9 April 1868 it could not take place anywhere
else than in King, Jr.’s Ebenezer Baptist Churcltlanta, Georgia, one of his loves, the
place where he was baptized and where he founddeip faith that accompanied him all
his life. The last farewell was held at Morehous#l€gje where he grew into a man and
found his path. People all over the United Statqmessed their regards and sympathy.
Manifestations of love and brotherhood on the ceredrshared the stage with riots.

On 9 April 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. led hiast march, paradoxically one of the
biggest in the history of the Civil Rights Movemefiine hundred and fifty thousand of
followers of all ages, religions, genders, and skifors, accompanied him to his final
resting place, the grave marker of which was ihectiwith the words of a famous African-
American spiritual: “Free at last, free at laghdnk God I'm free at last

“There was a deep and mighty response of sympatAylanta — church bells pealed
all over the town during the march. And white clingg opened their doors to house and
feed visitors. With violence all over the natiort|ahta was spared. On Easter Sunday there

were prayers of gratitude in many church®&s.”

“3Martin Luther King, Jr.A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings and:&pes of Martin Luther
King, Jr., edited by James M. Washington (New York: Harper(990), 286.

“*Negro Spirituals webpage, "Free at Last," NegraiSgis online,
http://www.negrospirituals.com/news-song/free_at Irom.htm (accessed March 30, 2010).

“> Bill Emerson, "From the EditorSaturday Evening Pastlay 1968,
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=27&hid2&did=a2fc5ebe-113a-4cf1-89b9-
f6a44cf20768%40sessionmgrlld&bdata=IJmxhbmc9Y3MnZA2IG9zdClsaXZl#db=a9h&AN=1708166
2 (accessed May 3, 2010).
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Although James Earl Ray killed Martin Luther Kindy,, he failed to silence him.
Instead MLK’s death amplified his message worldwiltheless than a week, his message
was heard by more people than in twelve yearssos@imons. Martin Luther King, Jr. laid
down his life in the name of all the oppressed to§ tworld, from poor workers in
Memphis, to powerless workers in Birmingham, to dowdden peasants in Vietham. His
name became a symbol of hope and courage.

Regrettably, however the Poor People’s Campaigieeias an unfulfiled dream. The
march on Washington was finished in the honor oftMd.uther King, Jr., but without his
presence, the campaign’s effectiveness decreaskethartampaign was closed on 19 June
1968.
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CONCLUSION

Perhaps a machinator, perhaps a plagiarist, petibapreligious and too peace-loving,
but for sure Martin Luther King, Jr. was a greatilciights leader and a person whose
character contributed to huge changes of sentitogerds African-Americans and whose
actions led to huge changes concerning rights ot#&f-Americans in the United States
during the previous century.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. showed the world thablence is not a solution and that
problems can be solved in a peaceful way. Werettfor him and his ground-breaking
idea of non-violent struggle, racial injustice imetUnited States might have continued
unabated.

His talents and potential, in the hands of a wibleader, could have been weapons of

mass destruction. Fortunately, Martin Luther Kidig,fought for the right goals.

“I'd like somebody to mention that day that Martinther King, Jr., tried to give his life
serving others. I'd like for somebody to say thay that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to
love somebody. | want you to say that day thaettto be right on the war question. | want
you to be able to say that day that | did try tedféhe hungry. And | want you to be able to
say that day that | did try in my life to clotheotie who were naked. | want you to say on
that day that | did try in my life to visit thoseha were in prison. | want you to say that |
tried to love and serve humanity®
Martin Luther King, Jr.

¢ Martin Luther King, Jr., "The Drum Major Instinttarvard Kennedy School webpage,
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/mganz/Archive%20RagdiMLK_Drum_Major.pdf (accessed May 4,
2010).
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APPENDICES

Pl “I have a dream” — Address at March on Wiagtan (28 August 1963)

Pl “| see the Promised Land” — Address at Masemple (3 April 1968)



APPENDIX P I: “| HAVE A DREAM”

| Have a Dream - Address at March on Washington (2&ugust 1963)
| am happy to join with you today in what will goowin in history as the greatest
demonstration for freedom in the history of ounamat[Applause]
Five score years ago, a great American, in whos#slic shadow we stand signed the
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decreeecas a great beacon light of hope
to millions of Negro slaves who had been searethénflames of withering injustice. It
came as a joyous daybreak to end the long nigtamtvity.
But one hundred years later, we must face thedifagt that the Negro is still not free. One
hundred years later, the life of the Negro is siéidly crippled by the manacles of
segregation and the chains of discrimination. Quredhed years later, the Negro lives on a
lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast aseof material prosperity. One hundred
years later, the Negro is still languishing in tt@ners of American society and finds
himself an exile in his own land. So we have coraehoday to dramatize an appalling
condition.
In a sense we have come to our nation's capitzdgb a check. When the architects of our
republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constin and the declaration of
Independence, they were signing a promissory rotghich every American was to fall
heir. This note was a promise that all men wouldgbaranteed the inalienable rights of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
It is obvious today that America has defaulted bis fpromissory note insofar as her
citizens of color are concerned. Instead of hompthis sacred obligation, America has
given the Negro people a bad check which has cak imarked "insufficient funds." But
we refuse to believe that the bank of justice iskibapt. We refuse to believe that there are
insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportyrof this nation. So we have come to cash
this check -- a check that will give us upon demtredriches of freedom and the security
of justice. We have also come to this hallowed dpotemind America of the fierce
urgency of now. This is no time to engage in theuty of cooling off or to take the
tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the tingertse from the dark and desolate valley
of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justi®w is the time to open the doors of
opportunity to all of God's children. Now is then& to lift our nation from the quicksand

of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherlagoo



It would be fatal for the nation to overlook thgency of the moment and to underestimate
the determination of the Negro. This sweltering sen of the Negro's legitimate
discontent will not pass until there is an invigorg autumn of freedom and equality.
Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginnlimpse who hope that the Negro needed
to blow off steam and will now be content will haaeude awakening if the nation returns
to business as usual. There will be neither restraaquility in America until the Negro is
granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds avolt will continue to shake the
foundations of our nation until the bright day v$tice emerges.

But there is something that | must say to my peogt® stand on the warm threshold
which leads into the palace of justice. In the psscof gaining our rightful place we must
not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seekatsfy our thirst for freedom by drinking
from the cup of bitterness and hatred.

We must forever conduct our struggle on the higimelof dignity and discipline. We must
not allow our creative protest to degenerate irttgsyral violence. Again and again we
must rise to the majestic heights of meeting playdmrce with soul force. The marvelous
new militancy which has engulfed the Negro commumitst not lead us to distrust of all
white people, for many of our white brothers, aglenced by their presence here today,
have come to realize that their destiny is tiedwih our destiny and their freedom is
inextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot watie.

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that wdl sterch ahead. We cannot turn
back. There are those who are asking the devotees/ibrights, "When will you be
satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as long abadies, heavy with the fatigue of travel,
cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways the hotels of the cities. We cannot be
satisfied as long as the Negro's basic mobilifyam a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We
can never be satisfied as long as a Negro in Miggiscannot vote and a Negro in New
York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, we are not satisfied, and we will
not be satisfied until justice rolls down like wet@nd righteousness like a mighty stream.
I am not unmindful that some of you have come lwereof great trials and tribulations.
Some of you have come fresh from narrow cells. Sohyeu have come from areas where
your quest for freedom left you battered by therstoof persecution and staggered by the
winds of police brutality. You have been the vetsraf creative suffering. Continue to

work with the faith that unearned suffering is neghive.



Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go hac&eorgia, go back to Louisiana, go
back to the slums and ghettos of our northerns;it@owing that somehow this situation
can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in th#ey of despair.

| say to you today, my friends, that in spite oé ttifficulties and frustrations of the
moment, | still have a dream. It is a dream deepiyed in the American dream.

| have a dream that one day this nation will ripeamd live out the true meaning of its
creed: "We hold these truths to be self-eviderat #tl men are created equal.”

| have a dream that one day on the red hills ofr@adhe sons of former slaves and the
sons of former slave owners will be able to sit daagether at a table of brotherhood.

| have a dream that one day even the state of 88iggii, a desert state, sweltering with the
heat of injustice and oppression, will be transfednmto an oasis of freedom and justice.

| have a dream that my four children will one dsg lin a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the comteintheir character.

| have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day the state of Alabanm@s& governor's lips are presently
dripping with the words of interposition and nuddtion, will be transformed into a
situation where little black boys and black girlglwe able to join hands with little white
boys and white girls and walk together as sistadskaothers.

| have a dream today.

| have a dream that one day every valley shallxadted, every hill and mountain shall be
made low, the rough places will be made plain, #rel crooked places will be made
straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be reedabnd all flesh shall see it together.

This is our hope. This is the faith with which tus to the South. With this faith we will
be able to hew out of the mountain of despair aestaf hope. With this faith we will be
able to transform the jangling discords of our omtinto a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to Wwdogether, to pray together, to struggle
together, to go to jail together, to stand up feeflom together, knowing that we will be
free one day.

This will be the day when all of God's children Mike able to sing with a new meaning,
"My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty,tbee | sing. Land where my fathers died,

land of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountairesitet freedom ring."



And if America is to be a great nation this mustdiee true. So let freedom ring from the
prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedomgrfrom the mighty mountains of
New York. Let freedom ring from the heighteningeghenies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies ob@ulo!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of Galifl!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mtain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennedsee

Let freedom ring from every hill and every molehif Mississippi. From every
mountainside, let freedom ring.

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring fr@wvery village and every hamlet, from
every state and every city, we will be able to spge that day when all of God's children,
black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Pestessand Catholics, will be able to join
hands and sing in the words of the old Negro siljt'Free at last! free at last! thank God

Almighty, we are free at last!"



APPENDIX P II: “I| SEE THE PROMISED LAND”

| See the Promised Land - Address at Mason Templ& @April 1968)
Thank you very kindly, my friends. As | listened Ralph Abernathy in his eloquent and
generous introduction and then thought about mys$eliondered who he was talking
about. It's always good to have your closest friend associate say something good about
you. And Ralph is the best friend that | have i World.
I'm delighted to see each of you here tonight itespf a storm warning. You reveal that
you are determined to go on anyhow. Something pé@ing in Memphis, something is
happening in our world.
As you know, if | were standing at the beginningtiaie, with the possibility of general
and panoramic view of the whole human history updw, and the Almighty said to me,
"Martin Luther King, which age would you like tosé in?"-- | would take my mental flight
by Egypt through, or rather across the Red Seaudjir the wilderness on toward the
promised land. And in spite of its magnificencejduldn't stop there. | would move on by
Greece, and take my mind to Mount Olympus. And uldasee Plato, Aristotle, Socrates,
Euripides and Aristophanes assembled around thibdpan as they discussed the great
and eternal issues of reality.
But | wouldn't stop there. | would go on, even hie great heyday of the Roman Empire.
And | would see developments around there, throwagious emperors and leaders. But |
wouldn't stop there. | would even come up to thg afathe Renaissance, and get a quick
picture of all that the Renaissance did for theural and esthetic life of man. But |
wouldn't stop there. | would even go by the way tha man for whom I'm named had his
habitat. And | would watch Martin Luther as he tagkis ninety-five theses on the door at
the church in Wittenberg.
But | wouldn't stop there. | would come on up ewenl863, and watch a vacillating
president by the name of Abraham Lincoln finallyneoto the conclusion that he had to
sign the Emancipation Proclamation. But | wouldtdp there. | would even come up the
early thirties, and see a man grappling with theblams of the bankruptcy of his nation.
And come with an eloquent cry that we have nothanfgar but fear itself.
But | wouldn't stop there. Strangely enough, | vdouwirn to the Almighty, and say, "If you
allow me to live just a few years in the second lo&lthe twentieth century, | will be

happy.” Now that's a strange statement to makegusecthe world is all messed up. The



nation is sick. Trouble is in the land. Confusidirmeound. That's a strange statement. But |
know, somehow, that only when it is dark enoughm yau see the stars. And | see God
working in this period of the twentieth centuryarway that men, in some strange way, are
responding--something is happening in our worlde Tasses of people are rising up. And
wherever they are assembled today, whether theyinatmhannesburg, South Africa;
Nairobi, Kenya: Accra, Ghana; New York City; AtlantGeorgia; Jackson, Mississippi; or
Memphis, Tennessee--the cry is always the same-wWed to be free.”

And another reason that I'm happy to live in thesigd is that we have been forced to a
point where we're going to have to grapple withghablems that men have been trying to
grapple with through history, but the demands didmte them to do it. Survival demands
that we grapple with them. Men, for years now, hlagen talking about war and peace. But
now, no longer can they just talk about it. It © longer a choice between violence and
nonviolence in this world; it's nonviolence or ngis¢éence.

That is where we are today. And also in the humgints revolution, if something isn't
done, and in a hurry, to bring the colored peoplethe world out of their long years of
poverty, their long years of hurt and neglect, Wiele world is doomed. Now, I'm just
happy that God has allowed me to live in this pgrim see what is unfolding. And I'm
happy that he's allowed me to be in Memphis.

| can remember, | can remember when Negroes wsta@ing around as Ralph has said,
so often, scratching where they didn't itch, angglang when they were not tickled. But
that day is all over. We mean business now, andmgedetermined to gain our rightful
place in God's world.

And that's all this whole thing is about. We are@mpaged in any negative protest and in
any negative arguments with anybody. We are sayiagwe are determined to be men.
We are determined to be people. We are sayingwibatre God's children. And that we
don't have to live like we are forced to live.

Now, what does all of this mean in this great pd history? It means that we've got to
stay together. We've got to stay together and miaintnity. You know, whenever Pharaoh
wanted to prolong the period of slavery in Egym,Had a favorite, favorite formula for
doing it. What was that? He kept the slaves fighamong themselves. But whenever the
slaves get together, something happens in Phareair's and he cannot hold the slaves in
slavery. When the slaves get together, that'seélgenhing of getting out of slavery. Now let

us maintain unity.



Secondly, let us keep the issues where they are.iSgue is injustice. The issue is the
refusal of Memphis to be fair and honest in itslidga with its public servants, who
happen to be sanitation workers. Now, we've gdietep attention on that. That's always
the problem with a little violence. You know whagpened the other day, and the press
dealt only with the window-breaking. | read thei@es. They very seldom got around to
mentioning the fact that one thousand, three huhsiaaitation workers were on strike, and
that Memphis is not being fair to them, and thatybftaLoeb is in dire need of a doctor.
They didn't get around to that.

Now we're going to march again, and we've got tochhagain, in order to put the issue
where it is supposed to be. And force everybodget® that there are thirteen hundred of
God's children here suffering, sometimes going hyngoing through dark and dreary
nights wondering how this thing is going to come. dthat's the issue. And we've got to
say to the nation: we know it's coming out. For wpeople get caught up with that which
is right and they are willing to sacrifice forthere is no stopping point short of victory.

We aren't going to let any mace stop us. We ardersag our nonviolent movement in
disarming police forces; they don't know what to e seen them so often. | remember in
Birmingham, Alabama, when we were in that majestiaggle there we would move out
of the 16th Street Baptist Church day after dayth®yhundreds we would move out. And
Bull Connor would tell them to send the dogs faatid they did come; but we just went
before the dogs singing, "Ain't gonna let nobody tme round.” Bull Connor next would
say, "Turn the fire hoses on." And as | said to fmiother night, Bull Connor didn't know
history. He knew a kind of physics that somehowntlicklate to the transphysics that we
knew about. And that was the fact that there wesrtain kind of fire that no water could
put out. And we went before the fire hoses; we kiaown water. If we were Baptist or
some other denomination, we had been immersece livere Methodist, and some others,
we had been sprinkled, but we knew water.

That couldn't stop us. And we just went on befoeedogs and we would look at them; and
we'd go on before the water hoses and we would &ak and we'd just go on singing.
"Over my head | see freedom in the air.” And them would be thrown in the paddy
wagons, and sometimes we were stacked in thereséikdines in a can. And they would
throw us in, and old Bull would say, "Take them,'b#nd they did; and we would just go
in the paddy wagon singing, "We Shall Overcome.'tl &very now and then we'd get in

the jail, and we'd see the jailers looking throtigg windows being moved by our prayers,



and being moved by our words and our songs. Ancetivas a power there which Bull
Connor couldn't adjust to; and so we ended up fivaméng Bull into a steer, and we won
our struggle in Birmingham.

Now we've got to go on to Memphis just like thatall upon you to be with us Monday.
Now about injunctions: We have an injunction andreveyoing into court tomorrow
morning to fight this illegal, unconstitutional urjction. All we say to America is, "Be true
to what you said on paper." If | lived in Chinaewen Russia, or any totalitarian country,
maybe | could understand the denial of certaindbBsst Amendment privileges, because
they hadn't committed themselves to that over tH&ue somewhere | read of the freedom
of assembly. Somewhere | read of the freedom adddpeSomewhere | read of the freedom
of the press. Somewhere | read that the greatrids®erica is the right to protest for right.
And so just as | say, we aren't going to let apynation turn us around. We are going on.
We need all of you. And you know what's beautituhte, is to see all of these ministers of
the Gospel. It's a marvelous picture. Who is it ieasupposed to articulate the longings
and aspirations of the people more than the preackemehow the preacher must be an
Amos, and say, "Let justice roll down like waterslaighteousness like a mighty stream.”
Somehow, the preacher must say with Jesus, "Thi¢ @pihe Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to deal with the problems of ther

And | want to commend the preachers, under theekshgp of these noble men: James
Lawson, one who has been in this struggle for meays; he's been to jail for struggling;
but he's still going on, fighting for the rightstuk people. Rev. Ralph Jackson, Billy Kiles;
| could just go right on down the list, but timellnot permit. But | want to thank them all.
And | want you to thank them, because so ofterggirers aren't concerned about anything
but themselves. And I'm always happy to see a aeleministry.

It's alright to talk about "long white robes ovesnger,” in all of its symbolism. But
ultimately people want some suits and dresses lapelssto wear down here. It's alright to
talk about "streets flowing with milk and honey,UtbGod has commanded us to be
concerned about the slums down here, and his ehildtho can't eat three square meals a
day. It's alright to talk about the new Jerusalént, one day, God's preacher must talk
about the New York, the new Atlanta, the new Pllphia, the new Los Angeles, the new
Memphis, Tennessee. This is what we have to do.

Now the other thing we'll have to do is this: Algagnchor our external direct action with

the power of economic withdrawal. Now, we are ppeople, individually, we are poor



when you compare us with white society in AmerlM& are poor. Never stop and forget
that collectively, that means all of us togethet|ectively we are richer than all the nation
in the world, with the exception of nine. Did yowee think about that? After you leave the
United States, Soviet Russia, Great Britain, Westn@any, France, and | could name the
others, the Negro collectively is richer than maations of the world. We have an annual
income of more than thirty billion dollars a yeatich is more than all of the exports of
the United States, and more than the national luafgéanada. Did you know that? That's
power right there, if we know how to pool it.

We don't have to argue with anybody. We don't haveurse and go around acting bad
with our words. We don't need any bricks and bsitee don't need any Molotov
cocktails, we just need to go around to these st@med to these massive industries in our
country, and say, "God sent us by here, to saytotlgat you're not treating his children
right. And we've come by here to ask you to male first item on your agenda--fair
treatment, where God's children are concerned. Mowu are not prepared to do that, we
do have an agenda that we must follow. And our dgeralls for withdrawing economic
support from you."

And so, as a result of this, we are asking youdiainito go out and tell your neighbors not
to buy Coca-Cola in Memphis. Go by and tell themhtodouy Sealtest milk. Tell them not
to buy--what is the other bread?--Wonder Bread. At is the other bread company,
Jesse? Tell them not to buy Hart's bread. As J&sseson has said, up to now, only the
garbage men have been feeling pain; now we must &iredistribute the pain. We are
choosing these companies because they haven'tdieentheir hiring policies; and we are
choosing them because they can begin the processyinlg, they are going to support the
needs and the rights of these men who are on sAiie then they can move on downtown
and tell Mayor Loeb to do what is right.

But not only that, we've got to strengthen blactitations. | call upon you to take you
money out of the banks downtown and deposit youeyon Tri-State Bank--we want a
"bank-in" movement in Memphis. So go by the saviagd loan association. I'm not asking
you something that we don't do ourselves at SCu@gd Hooks and others will tell you
that we have an account here in the savings amul dsgociation from the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. We're just tellog to follow what we're doing. Put
your money there. You have six or seven black mste companies in Memphis. Take out

your insurance there. We want to have an "insuramte



Now there are some practical things we can do. ¥égnithe process of building a greater
economic base. And at the same time, we are pyttiegsure where it really hurts. | ask
you to follow through here.

Now, let me say as | move to my conclusion thatvevegjot to give ourselves to this
struggle until the end. Nothing would be more tcadian to stop at this point, in Memphis.
We've got to see it through. And when we have oarcm you need to be there. Be
concerned about your brother. You may not be dkestBut either we go up together, or
we go down together.

Let us develop a kind of dangerous unselfishnese @y a man came to Jesus; and he
wanted to raise some questions about some vitakeman life. At points, he wanted to
trick Jesus, and show him that he knew a little antbian Jesus knew, and through this,
throw him off base. Now that question could havsilganded up in a philosophical and
theological debate. But Jesus immediately pulled ¢fuestion from mid-air, and placed it
on a dangerous curve between Jerusalem and Jefinoddhe talked about a certain man,
who fell among thieves. You remember that a Lesitel a priest passed by on the other
side. They didn't stop to help him. And finally amof another race came by. He got down
from his beast, decided not to be compassionapdyy. But with him, administered first
aid, and helped the man in need. Jesus ended ung stys was the good man, because he

had the capacity to project the "I" into the "tHoand to be concerned about his brother.
Now you know, we use our imagination a great deafyt to determine why the priest and
the Levite didn't stop. At times we say they weresybgoing to church meetings--an
ecclesiastical gathering--and they had to get amndim Jerusalem so they wouldn't be late
for their meeting. At other times we would speceltitat there was a religious law that
"One who was engaged in religious ceremonials veagatouch a human body twenty-
four hours before the ceremony.” And every now Hreh we begin to wonder whether
maybe they were not going down to Jerusalem, orndtmaJericho, rather to organize a
"Jericho Road Improvement Association.” That's assgmlity. Maybe they felt that it was
better to deal with the problem from the casuat,roather than to get bogged down with
an individual effort.

But I'm going to tell you what my imagination tehlise. It's possible that these men were
afraid. You see, the Jericho road is a dangeroad. roremember when Mrs. King and |
were first in Jerusalem. We rented a car and dimm Jerusalem down to Jericho. And as

soon as we got on that road, | said to my wifezdhh see why Jesus used this as a setting



for his parable.” It's a winding, meandering rokid.really conducive for ambushing. You
start out in Jerusalem, which is about 1200 mibesather 1200 feet above sea level. And
by the time you get down to Jericho, fifteen ormtyeminutes later, you're about 2200 feet
below sea level. That's a dangerous road. In tlyeofldesus it came to be known as the
"Bloody Pass." And you know, it's possible that gnest and the Levite looked over that
man on the ground and wondered if the robbers stdt@around. Or it's possible that they
felt that the man on the ground was merely fakibwgd he was acting like he had been
robbed and hurt, in order to seize them over thiemre, them there for quick and easy
seizure. And so the first question that the Leagked was, "If | stop to help this man, what
will happen to me?" But then the Good Samaritanechyn And he reversed the question:
"If I do not stop to help this man, what will happ® him?"

That's the question before you tonight. Not, "#tdp to help the sanitation workers, what
will happen to all of the hours that | usually spen my office every day and every week
as a pastor?" The question is not, "If | stop tip lieis man in need, what will happen to
me?" "If | do no stop to help the sanitation woskerhat will happen to them?" That's the
guestion.

Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness.usestand with a greater determination.
And let us move on in these powerful days, thess dachallenge to make America what
it ought to be. We have an opportunity to make Aozea better nation. And | want to
thank God, once more, for allowing me to be hetté wou.

You know, several years ago, | was in New York @iiyographing the first book that | had
written. And while sitting there autographing bopksdemented black woman came up.
The only question | heard from her was, "Are yourfitalLuther King?"

And | was looking down writing, and | said yes. Atlte next minute | felt something
beating on my chest. Before | knew it | had beabls¢d by this demented woman. | was
rushed to Harlem Hospital. It was a dark Saturd#gr@oon. And that blade had gone
through, and the X-rays revealed that the tip eflitade was on the edge of my aorta, the
main artery. And once that's punctured, you dromiyaur own blood--that's the end of
you.

It came out in the New York Times the next mornitigt if | had sneezed, | would have
died. Well, about four days later, they allowed @er the operation, after my chest had
been opened, and the blade had been taken oupwe amound in the wheel chair in the

hospital. They allowed me to read some of the i@t came in, and from all over the



states, and the world, kind letters came in. | @&ew, but one of them | will never forget.
| had received one from the President and the Yiasident. I've forgotten what those
telegrams said. I'd received a visit and a lettemfthe Governor of New York, but I've
forgotten what the letter said. But there was agiotbtter that came from a little girl, a
young girl who was a student at the White PlainghHbchool. And | looked at that letter,
and I'll never forget it. It said simply, "Dear OKing: | am a ninth-grade student at the
Whites Plains High School.” She said, "While it slidonot matter, | would like to mention
that | am a white girl. | read in the paper of youisfortune, and of your suffering. And |
read that if you had sneezed, you would have died. I'm simply writing you to say that
I'm so happy that you didn't sneeze."

And | want to say tonight, | want to say that | &appy that | didn't sneeze. Because if |
had sneezed, | wouldn't have been around here@f, Mhen students all over the South
started sitting-in at lunch counters. And | knewttas they were sitting in, they were really
standing up for the best in the American dream. fakihg the whole nation back to those
great wells of democracy which were dug deep byFthending Fathers in the Declaration
of Independence and the Constitution. If | had sedel wouldn't have been around in
1962, when Negroes in Albany, Georgia, decided ttaighten their backs up. And
whenever men and women straighten their backshey,dre going somewhere, because a
man can't ride your back unless it is bent. If d lsmeezed, | wouldn't have been here in
1963, when the black people of Birmingham, Alabaar@used the conscience of this
nation, and brought into being the Civil RightslBiil | had sneezed, | wouldn't have had a
chance later that year, in August, to try to tethérica about a dream that | had had. If |
had sneezed, | wouldn't have been down in Selmahakha, to see the great movement
there. If | had sneezed, | wouldn't have been imigleis to see a community rally around
those brothers and sisters who are suffering.d'magppy that | didn't sneeze.

And they were telling me, now it doesn't matter nttiweally doesn't matter what happens
now. | left Atlanta this morning, and as we gotrtgd on the plane, there were six of us,
the pilot said over the public address system, ‘anesorry for the delay, but we have Dr.
Martin Luther King on the plane. And to be suret thih of the bags were checked, and to
be sure that nothing would be wrong with the plawe, had to check out everything
carefully. And we've had the plane protected aratrdgd all night.”

And then | got into Memphis. And some began totbay threats, or talk about the threats

that were out. What would happen to me from sommuofick white brothers?



Well, | don't know what will happen now. We've gaime difficult days ahead. But it
doesn't matter with me now. Because I've beendortbuntaintop. And | don't mind. Like
anybody, | would like to live a long life. Longeyitas its place. But I'm not concerned
about that now. | just want to do God's will. Ance'sl allowed me to go up to the
mountain. And I've looked over. And I've seen thenpised land. | may not get there with
you. But | want you to know tonight, that we, apeople will get to the promised land.
And I'm happy, tonight. I'm not worried about angth I'm not fearing any man. Mine eyes

have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.



