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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The thesis is an exhaustive summary of what existing source books say about well known facts. Its only virtue is to have gathered together every statement about every irregularity of English plurals. No attempt to distinguish spelling and pronuncitation, or frequency of use, or level of style. 
One would expect that the student’s conclusions or data-based opinions would emerge, but they do not, at least not beyond the level of some individual entries. No generalizations are even attempted. This is completely passive data collection, one could as well collect all the verbs that begin with vowels. 
There should have been some attempt to gather frequently used irregular plurals, which  might aid for example the foreign user of English. It serves no purpose to put an esoteric plural spelling such as plateaux on the same level as some much used plural like foci and loci.

It also doesn’t help much to list lots of Latin words which have regular plurals. Beef  is a borrowing from French, and no one would think of saying that its plural does not reflect the French plural (which is irregular in French). 


	Questions to be answered by student:

What are the 10-20 most frequent English plurals from Latin and Greek plurals that don’t follow the rules of English?
How many and which different patterns of such irregular Latin and Greek plurals cover, say, 80% of such words used in common educated English?
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