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ABSTRAKT
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ABSTRACT

This bachelor thesis proves that political speeches and consequently also the choice of the
idioms employed in them are predetermined by the cultural conventions, as well as time period

and sociepolitical context.

Keywords: Languagelidioms, Political Speeches, Cultural Background, Historical Ba-
ckground,
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1 I NTRODUCTI ON

The world is your oysteiut don't count your chickens before they're hatchaioms like

these are part of everyday life. They enadimost every type of language in the woiltiey

have been subject of studies carried out by many linguists and eaeimadefines the idioms

in different way. The first part of this bachelor thesis provides at least some of the definitions
of idiomsand their divisions from different points of vielt describes also language and its

functions since idioms help to fulfone of the functions.

The theoretical part idedicatedalso to political speeches and thdistinctive featuresas

they are the subject to anadgslt provides more information not only about the structure of
the political speeches but also aboutimgeof persuasion and persuasive devices which are an
essential part of thenit the end of the theoretical part are stated essential facts about the

authors of the analysed speeches and about the speeches themselves.

In the practical part of the bachetbesis will be analsed eight speeches given by four British

and American authors. Historical and cultural background of the speeches differ, therefore
can be compared the influence of these factors on the speeches, especially on the idioms used
in the sgeches. The idioms will be compared from semantic, pragmatic and syntactical point

of view. Subject of the analyses will be the level of formality of idioms, as well as level of
transparency. Occurrence of the phrasal verbs in the texts will be examineltl Begarding

the fact that that personality of the speaker influences the choice of the idioms, this aspect will

be also analysed.

The practical part can be divided into five parts. Firstiil be analysed the inaugural
speeches dhe contemporaryBritish and American politicians. Secondly, will be compared

the speeches delivered at the same occasion but during the different time period. Another four
speeches delivered by the same politicians will be examined in the samwwayer, these
speechegliffer from the previously mentioned speeches. They were given on the different
occasion, therefore they were also intended for different audienceaurpese of thdifth

section of the practicadart is to point out the differences between the allyzadlspeeches

and to summarize the results of analys&€be purpose of this thesis is to demonstrate how
cultural conventions, time periodpcio-political contextand also personality of the speaker
influence the usage of the idioms in the chosen palitipeeches.
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. THEORETICAL PART
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2 | DI OMATI C LANGUAGE

2.1 Language

In order to explain whatlioms are it is essential taefine the term languagsince idioms
areintegralpart of it. The Cambridgedictionary defines a language aésystem of commu-
nicationconsisting of sounds, words, and grammar, or the system of communication used by

people in a particular country or type of workCambridgeDictionary Online)

2.2 Factorsand functionsof langue

According to Roman Jakobson language consists of six factorext, addresser, addressee,
contact, contact code and message. The addressee receives a message from the addresser. In
order to be functional, the message requires a context which should be comprehensible by the
addressee. The message has to contairttedstode at least partially mutual to the addresser

and addressee who are also called encoder and decoder. The last factor necessary for commu-
nication is a contact. Jakobson defines contact as a physical or psychological connection be-
tween addresser arddressee. Eaabf previously mentioned factors is connected with one

of six functions of language. First function connected with context, the most visible one, is
called referential function. This function is also known as denotative or cognitive function.
Emotive function is connected with the addresser. Focuses on an author's expression of feel-
ings, emotions or attitudes toward what he or she is speaking about. The conative function
serve as the function oriented toward the addressee and is expressediue\or imperative.

Phatic function focuses on contact and helps addresser to attract attention of the addressee or
to see if the communication channel works. In that case an author can use established formu-
las. Metalingual function is visible if the adessee tries to find out whether both, addresser

and addressee use the same code. The last function of language focused on the message as
such is called poetic function. Jakobson defines this function as the function which focuses on

t he mess aga & @aabwild6E 37)Idioms help tdulfil the communicative

function of languaggLanglotz2006,7)

2.3 Ildioms

As McMordieand Seidc | ai ms, #fAthe | anguage is a | iving
and growing continuously as new developments need to be named and |&ialtedthe
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idioms are not a separate part of a language, they are expanding and changing as well.
(McMordie and Seidl 19783)The usage of the idioms is not limited to only one area of the
languagethereforgahey may appedor instance in formadtyle poetry or slang.(Mc Mordie

and Seidl 1978, Wit is difficult to recognize idiomsas every linguisinterpretsthemdiffer-

ently. Kvetkodefinesidioms as combinations of lexical items consisting of at least two words.

He claims that they are relatively fixed institutionalized expressions with figurative meaning.
Idiomscan be seen al so laspecificdavnmlp dermantic,pragmiatc bnsl wi t

sociolinguistic characteristiosLafnglotz2006 7).

As Mona Baker argues, in the idiomatic expressions cannot be changed word order, as well
as another word cannot be added to the expredsi@aldition to thata word cannot be de-

leted from an idiom neither. Idioms do not allow also a change of its grammatical structure
and replacing of wordgBaker 1991,67) New idioms are generally arise from free word
groups and fixed wordombinationsThis process is cat idiomatisation. Idioms can origi-

nate from already existing idioms. It might be caused by shortening and extension, as well as,
conversion and analogous formatioMi g § 2 k 8@® 8 200 3,

2.3.1 Function of Idioms

Idioms can be used in almost every situationiaradmosteverytype of languageThey may
be used in order to describe a situation, name actions and processes or express feelings and so
forth. Kvetko suggests following division of the functiomkich will be also applied in the

analytical part

1 Idiomswith nominative functionthis kind of the idioms occurs frequently in all kinds
of texts. They are usually employed to express actions, processes or quplitles. (

somebodybs | eg

1 Idioms with communicative functiernhis kind of idiom generally referotsituations
or they help to express statements. They may have a form of a setitenoeaét is

clear)

Idioms with boh, nominative and communicative functiathis group of idioms covers the

idioms with mixed functionywhich allow variation in formdlose the doorthe door is closed























































































