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ABSTRAKT

Tato bakaléska prace analyzuje témata spojena s Velkou hogglamakrizi v dile Johna
Steinbecka O mysSich a lidech (1937). Prvast prace popisujefiginy a pibéh Velké
hospodé&ské krize ve Spojenych statech americkych a defindphna Steinbecka
v kontextu americké literatury Velké hospéske krize. Druhacast prace analyzuje
sttZejni témata v tomto dile a demonstruje je na jebstavach. Prace dochazi k &y
Ze John Steinbeck vyl Velkou hospod#skou krizi jako térce chudych a osattych lidi,

kteri nakonec ztrati své sny, moralku a také identitu.

Klicova slova: Velka hospotkka krize, John Steinbeck, O mysich a lidech, Kalie,

namezdni &nici, pratelstvi, samota, americky sen, moc, chudoba

ABSTRACT

This bachelor thesis analyses the themes conneai¢li the Great Depression
in the novellaOf Mice and Men(1937) by John Steinbeck. The first part of thesth
describes the causes and the course of the Greptes3®on in the United States
of America, and it defines John Steinbeck in thetext of American literature of the Great
Depression. The second part of the thesis analysger themes in the novella, and it
demonstrates them on the characters. The thesisscdm the conclusion that John
Steinbeck portrayed the Great Depression as a@enethat created poor and lonely

people who eventually lost their dreams, their rfityrand also identity.

Keywords: Great Depression, John Steinbe®k, Mice and Men California, migrant

workers, friendship, loneliness, American Dreanw@Q poverty
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INTRODUCTION

“When two people meet, each one is changed bythtex eo you've got two new people”
— John Steinbeck

In the 1930s, the United States of America wetebkiithe most severe economic
recession in history. After the Wall Street Cragli@?9, which was only one of the causes
of the Great Depression, the U.S. unemployment mag¢e to alarming numbers, many
banks and companies went bankrupt and many peopletlheir homes. At the time
of the crash, the agriculture was already in raoassas it suffered from low prices
for the crops. In the 1930s, the situation evensewed with the Dust Bowl, a natural
disaster of storms from topsoil on the Great Plaivisich drove many people from their
homes to the West, mainly to California, hopingtart a better life there.

John Steinbeck was an author who wrote about esmnand moral consequences
of the DepressionOf Mice and Men(1937), one of his ‘labour trilogy’, deals with
the labouring class in California.

To analyse this novella, it is important to unteng the background of the Great
Depression — that is why its causes, course anditbhs of American people during
the crisis are described in the first chapter of thesis. Then, the thesis focuses on John
Steinbeck, who was born in California’s Salinasd ah defines him in the context
of American literature of the Great DepressiontiBgtin California plays a crucial role
in the analysed novella.

The main part of this thesis, the thematic analg$ithe Great Depression @f Mice
and Men is based on close reading of this novella. Itneika@s several themes that are
connected with the Depression, such as lonelinpsserty and unfulfilled dreams.
It analyses the devastating impact of the Greatr&son on the nation’s society, as it is
illustrated in the characters of the novella.

At the time of the Great Depression, majority oméricans experienced many
hardships. Nevertheless, some of them, like theackers ofOf Mice and Men still
believed that there was an opportunity to succeedanically and to fulfil their American
dream.

This thesis is going to argue that John Steinbecktrayed the Depression
as a generator that created poor and lonely padpteeventually lost their dreams, their

morality and also identity.
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1 THE GREAT DEPRESSION

The Great Depression was an economic slump thaginated in the United States
of America after the Wall Street Crash of 1929.sT@ictober stock market crash initiated
one of the longest and hardest economic declindgeimistory, which lasted more than ten

years and which was finally ended when the SeconddMVar burst out.

1.1 Before the Great Depression

Before the Great Depression, it was a time of ecoa@rosperity in the USA. The era that
started two years after the First World War andeenih 1929 is often referred to
as the ‘Roaring Twenties’. This era, also calle@ tldazz Age’, was characterized
by technological innovations and inventions, therigla land boom, and the Harlem
Renaissanck. During that time, American total wealth more thaubled, but
the prosperity was superficial, as only two pertagnthe U.S. population got 28 percent
of the national income, while the lower sixty perceeceived bare 24 percent.

After the World War I, American businesses andustides were flourishing. A lot of
people began to buy products on credit, as webtask of companie$.The economic
situation was favourable to do so: the more stockrapany sells, the higher is its value.
That is why many people invested their money irclstmarket; they believed it would
continue to grow.

The economic prosperity was based on a few madlusimies, especially on car
industry, construction, and household appliarfidesthe 1920s, about 447 thousand people
were in the employ of automotive factories and pheduction of automobile companies
more than doubled over this decade. The pricesaos gvere low, while the wages

of people were higher, so almost every householddoa car. Moreover, by 1927, most

! SeeRodney P. Carlislejlandbook to Life in America: The Roaring Twenti®2a.to 1929New York:
Facts on File, 2009), ix.

% See Gary B. Nasfhe American People: Creating a Nation and a Sg¢igoston: Prentice Hall, 2011),
709.

% See Michael Burgahe Great Depression: An Interactive History Aduea{Mankato: Capstone Press,
2011), 7.

* SeeCarol Berkin,Making America: A History of the United Sta{@oston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001), 526.
® See Eric Rauchwaifhe Great Depression: A Very Short Introduct{@xford: Oxford University Press,
2008), 13-14.
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of American homes had been wired for electricityl drad newly invented refrigerator,
washing machine or vacuum cleafier.

The term ‘Roaring Twenties’ applied especially f@mung people in American big
cities. Nevertheless, for many people in villagesas years of social tension, prohibition,
and consumer society. Also, for the first time, plogulation in American cities and towns
was higher than in rural areas, because peopledhthiz they would find a better job
in some of the growing industrial compahys far as people who lived in villages and
some minorities are concerned, their wages werdigber, nor their savings. It especially
applied to farmers, who had to produce more ancerfawd in the 1920s, while the prices
for their product were continuously going down.

In 1927, housing construction and car sales caughwvith their demand and there
were not enough people who would buy and consurteresulted in huge increase
in companies’ stores, so the pace of consumptiaredsed. The worsening situation
in the midst of 1929 was evidenced in a drop ofdpotion and employment, and other
macroeconomic indicatorslevertheless, the stock market thrived, becausestovs and
speculators continued to buy on margin as brokecagepanies encouraged American

people to buy stocks on easy credit.

1.2 Wall Street Crash of 1929 and Other Causes of thedpression

Consumer spending fell in the summer of 1929, artieasame time the unsold products
started to accumulate and stock prices kept inergaso the nation’s economy went into
a recession. On September 5, 1929, the stock progped, and they continued declining
until October®

On October 24, 1929, stock prices plummeted anekstors started trading their shares
on a mass scale. This day became known as ‘Blacks@iay’ or the ‘Great Crash’. Five

days later, on Monday, October 28, the prices &gjhin and on ‘Black Tuesday’,

® See Susan E. HameFhe New DeafEdina: ABDO Publishing Company, 2011), 16.

" SeeCarlisle,Handbook to Life in America: The Roaring Twentieg@.to 192946.

8 See George Brown Tindalgjiny Spojenych staétamerickych Prague: Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny,
2000), 556.

° See Ibid.
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October 29, the slump in prices was drastic, amdrok16 410 030 shares were traded.
The prices kept plunging in November as Well.

When the stock market crashed, American brokedsbanks wanted their loans to be
repaid, in view of the fact that their resourcesemgecreasing' But borrowers could not
give the money back, because their stock had aleadits value.

Banks in the United States were not able to dethl the crash. People immediately
started to withdraw their money but banks did rotenenough funds, so American banks
began to go out of business and most savings of ufhger and middle classes
disappeared’

The crash had a worldwide impact. American banést Ibillions of dollars
to European countries during and after World Wanil the banks started to recall these
loans as well. Germany and Austria paid war repgaratto the United Kingdom and
France, while these two countries had many loarthédJnited States, so the economies
of Europe and the USA were interconnectedThis had a destructive effect
on the European economy and the most of the westemtries went into recession.

The Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of June 1930 even weoiesd the global situation. After
the Wall Street Crash, Congress wanted to protenerican businesses from foreign
competition by introducing this Act, which set tbeS. tariffs rates to the highest levels
in the history** As it is stated on the official website of the UD®partment of State “U.S.
imports from Europe declined from a 1929 high of38% million to just $390 million
in 1932, while U.S. exports to Europe fell from 321 million in 1929 to $784 million in
1932"*° This policy had a catastrophic impact on the imaépnal trade and by 1931;

the originally American depression had become ddaaepression.

19 SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United Stat6&7.

! See Ibid.

2 Seelbid.

13 SeeAlan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the Aioaa People(New York:
McGraw-Hill, 2013), 558.

14 SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United Stat887.

15 “Smoot-Hawley Tariff,” U.S. Department of Stategdessed March 19, 2016,
http://future.state.gov/when/timeline/1921_timelsraoot _tariff.html.
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1.3 During the Great Depression

The Great Depression initiated great changes inUthitced States. Mainly, it caused big
unemployment, which grew rapidly as people kephipsheir jobs. Before the crisis, there
were 1.6 million people unemployed, which was al@®@b of the total U.S. population.
Nevertheless, in 1933, the unemployment rate rosgarming 25 %, which means that
about 12.8 million people were out of jBbThose included 200,000 teachers, therefore
2,000 schools, especially in rural areas, did petno As a result, a number of children who
did not attend school reached 2.3 millign.

The situation was very serious in agriculture. iAwas already mentioned, farmers
suffered from low prices for their products everfobe the stock market crash, and
the depression affected them significantly. Fro3Ql8 1934, almost one million farms
passed from owners’ to creditors’ possessfon.

The United States were in the worst economic depoa in history. People lost their
life savings, as about nine thousand American bamie closed? The gross national
product of the United States fell by 25 percenthiree years® The wages of workers fell
by 40 percent; employed people did not have enougiey to support themselves, as well
as their families. Many Americans started losingjitthomes and had to live on the streets.

At that time, Herbert Hoover from the Republicartl held the position of president.
He tried to expand the role of the federal govemnie order to cope with the Depression
by taking several measures, such as the Reconstrdéinance Corporation. Its aim was
to stimulate the nation’s economy, with the helgeaferal government, by lending money
to banks and other businesses. However, the ldgisldad the opposite effect since
the economy was getting worse.

The crisis influenced the political situation. Plplost their faith in President Hoover
and Republicans’ methods to stimulate the econdmthe following presidential election
won in a landslide Democratic Party candidate HmankBelano Roosevelt with his

program of economic recovery and reforms, the NealDgarnering 57.4 percent. Herbert

16 See TindallDéjiny Spojenych statamerickych557.

" See Richard Ruland and Malcolm Bradbufsom Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of Aiten
Literature (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1991), 317.

'8 See Svatava Rakova and Josef Opat®A (Prague: Libri, 2003), 171.

19 See Ibid.

0 SeeBrinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the Aczs People 555.
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Hoover carried only six staté5. Roosevelt introduced his program in public
at the beginning of his election campaign on July332, and he began to put in in practice
shortly afterwards he took his office in March, 393

The period of New Deal can be separate into twetcdtes of time. The first stretch,
so called the First New Deal, lasted from 1933 985Land it might be defined as period
of legislative measures for the poor and unemplo¥especially in the first one hundred
days of his administration, Roosevelt implementéct af bills, namely the Glass-Steagall
Act of 1933 regarding reforms of banking, the Na#ibIndustrial Recovery Act, and
the Securities Act. He also abandoned the golddatain so the American dollar was no
longer convertible into golef

Except for saving the banking system and aidterunemployed, Roosevelt accepted
agricultural laws. By the Agricultural Adjustmentiof 1933, farmers were paid subsidies
in order to not to plant? Under the terms of this Act, a national planniogdd decided to
remove some land from production, and some créeswheat, cotton, corn, hogs, tobacco
and rice, were reduced in order to increase thaep

The period of the Second New Deal followed, lagtirom 1935 to 1939. For this
period, some specific projects were typicalln April 1935, the Works Progress
Administration was launched, and its purpose wagsrtwide jobs for unemployed people
in public sector, so new highways, schools, pdoksiges etc. were built. Also, two Acts
were installed in 1935: the National Labor Relasidxct, which enabled workers to create
and join labour unions and bargain altogether whthir superiors; and the Social Security
Act, which established pension system for retiredgbe and unemployment insurance.

Nevertheless, Roosevelt's New Deal and his sppotgjrams and laws did not lead to
economic recovery, even though it strengthenedidtieral government. The Depression
lasted until the United States went to World Wastfler the Japanese attack on Pearl

Harbor on December 7, 1941. When USA entered the thva economic situation started

%1 SeeBrinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the Aozs People 538.

2 See Rakova and OpatriySA 173.

%3 See Steve Fraser and Gary Gerdtte Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1@3(nceton:
Princeton University Press, 1989), 3.

4 SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United StatB45.

% SeeSidney M. Milis and Jerome M. Mileufhe New Deal and the Triumph of Liberali¢Amherst:
University of Massachusetts Press, 2002), 102.
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improving, as there was industrial boom caused hy beed of arms industf¥.

Unemployment rate began to decrease and the negophomy grew stronger.

1.4 People in Hard Times

The Great Depression changed the lives of all geopthe United States. The economic
crisis enhanced the opinion that women should atayome and take care of children.
Since there were not jobs for all people, many Acagis believed that the man should go
to work, and if a woman is married, she should aotept any job. In addition to that,

between 1932 and 1937, for more than one membex faimily was not legal to be

employed in a federal civil service j6b.

However, many single and married women worked ndutthe Great Depression.
Families simply needed more money, so it is esaoh#btat 25 percent more white women
were employed than before the Depreséfonhe women living in rural areas, whereas,
were forced to stay on the farm, and faced to fosezes and drought that was destroying
their farms®

The Depression evinced in family values. For thet ftime in the history, both
the marriage rate and the birth rate went downyedkas the divorce rate. People could not
afford them. However, marriages were usually omiaged. Divorces were too expensive
for some people, and informal break-ups of margagere more typical, because men out
of job could not often stand the humiliation of igincapable to support the famify.

Some people believed that the economic crisis edssed a downgrade in family
values and morality* The number of abortions grew. There were manyrtepid deviant
sexual activitiesAt the same time, a lot of people turned to God thednumber of people

who went to church increased.

% See Michael A. Bernsteiithe Great Depression: Delayed Recovery and Econ@mémge in America,
1929-1939(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 209
%" SeeBrinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the Aczs People 562.
28 H
See Ibid.
29 SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United StatB86.
%0 SeeBrinkley, The Unfinished Nation: A Concise History of the Aczs People 563.
31 SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United StatB84.
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1.5 The Dust Bowl and Migrant Farmers

At the time of Wall Street Crash, agriculture wagady in crisis. In 1930s, the situation
worsened because the Mississippi valley sufferednfrecord heat waves and below-
average rainfall, and the drought spread to thetSand Midwest. The region of Great
Plains became known as the ‘Dust Bowl’, as winadletbmillions of acres of cropland and
whipped up clouds of dust from topsHil.

The Dust Bowl lasted from 1931 to 1939 and it veagreat natural and economic
disaster. The waves of dust sometimes extendednfwe than 320 kilometres across
and almost 2.5 kilometres high. In 1938, the stoomshe Great Plains were the worst and
the topsoil in the air was getting into people’smes, covering everythint. During
the decade, thousands of people died from “dustirpoeia”. Some 10 thousand farm
houses were left and 3.5 million people joinedrgdamigration to the West.

Farmers were partly to blame. They used bad pextike deep ploughing, which
cause that a great amount of land was open tooero¥hey also used land that was not
suitable for farming, as they had stripped the lahils grass and when there was no grass,
the soil could not be held in plat&So when the wind came, the unstrengthen topsail wa
blown off.

Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Missouri were itntlost. Years of drought, storms
and failed farming forced families to leave the &r@lains and migrate to the West,
especially to California, to search for wdfikicor them, California was the Promised Land,
as there were rumours and advertisements of steady and good wages in California.
But these agricultural migrants, often named aki#s’ or ‘Okies’ because they usually
came from Arkansas and Oklahoma, often did not &ndb in California or they had to
work for low wages. Those one, who did not findoh, jcontinued to wander from town
to town. Nonetheless, by the end of 1930s, thamksthe newcomers, California’s

population rose by over a million.

%2 SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United Stat829.

¥ See Ibid.

% See NashThe American People: Creating a Nation and a Sgcie24.

% See Allison Lassieufhe Dust Bowl: An Interactive History Adventkankato: Capstone Press, 2009),
103.

% SeeBerkin, Making America: A History of the United StatB85.
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1.6 Culture of the Great Depression

In the 1930s, the United States went through aialltevolution®” When the World War |
was over, authors and intellectuals turned thetklan the society. Writers felt alienated
in materialistic world of the Roaring Twenties. Buhen the Depression burst out, their
despair did not deepen, the other way around, tfmynd new determination
as the consumer society decayed.

Writers expressed social issues in their worksrk&/@f John Steinbeck deal with
the misery of workers during the Great Depressidiso, during this decade, literature
in the South experienced its renaissance. So caBedthern Renaissance’ includes
significant writers, such as William Faulkner, All@ate and Tennessee Williams, as well
as journalists like W. J. Cash or James Afjee.

The Depression boosted the development of pomulmre. Number of radios sold
grew steadily and it became a mass mediurBefore the crisis, about 10 million
households had a radio, and at the end of the 1838shnumber increased to 27.5 million.
Almost everybody in the States, even in remotel ran@as, listened to latest news, as well
as soap operas and comedies and other entertaipnogmams?

Americans also went to cinema more often, evennwite attendance decreased
considerably at the beginning of the 193balevertheless, by the end of this era, almost
90 million people had gone to see a film every weekiema played an important part
in the lives of these people, because they wardedstape from the hard times of the
Depression and to enjoy themselves for a while egkéor them, there were many serious
films that dealt with the issues of the crisis, éxampleOur Daily Breadfrom 1932 and
The Public Enemyrom 1931. Thanks to Great Depression, Americaeroia was in its

golden age.

37 See TindallDéjiny Spojenych stétamerickych540.

¥ See Richard H. Kingd Southern Renaissance: The Cultural Awakeninh@fmerican South, 1930-1955
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1980), 5.

%9 See Justin Quinm,ectures on American Literatur®ague: Karolinum, 2011), 214.

0 See NashThe American People: Creating a Nation and a Sgcied5.

“! See Ibid.
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2 JOHN STEINBECK IN THE CONTEXT OF AMERICAN

LITERATURE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
John Steinbeck, the author &@f Mice and Men,was born on February 27, 1902,

in California’s Salinas. He was the third of founildren, the only son of his parents.
Steinbeck’s mother, teacher Olive Hamilton Steikbe&eas of an Irish origin. His father,
also named John, was an accountant.

It was his mother Olive, who exited Steinbeck’srast in storytelling. When he was
fourteen, he told his parents that he wanted toreca writer, and at the age of 16, he sent
some of his stories to magazines. He did well hosl; and that is why he continued his
studies at Stanford University in Palo Alto, Calif@, in 1919. Steinbeck decided to take
only those courses, which were pertinent to hismrgob, so he enrolled in literature and
writing courseg?

Nevertheless, Steinbeck did not receive a unityerdegree. In the 1920s, he left
the university and came back several times. Medewhe worked in the fields and roved
the valleys in California, where the working mernrrated their stories. These men often
worked on ranches owned by company Spreckels Swach sent workers from ranch to
ranch in order to help harvest crdfisn 1925, he eventually left Stanford.

During the following five years, Steinbeck wentahgh several jobs. At Lake Tahoe,
he worked as a maintenance worker and a mail tdueler, and then he moved to New
York City. In New York, he was a day labourer oe #tonstructions of Madison Square
Garden. Later, with help of his uncle Joe Hamiltamo was an advertising executive
in Chicago, Steinbeck was employed by New York Americamas a cub reporter but he
was dismissed not long afterward. Subsequentlynistek returned to California, where
he held the post of a year-round caretaker formanser estate in Lake Tahoe, where he
completed his first novelCup of Gold(1929), and where he met his future wife, Carol

Henning®

2 See Catherine Reefohn SteinbeckiNew York: Clarion Books, 1996), 9.

43 See Jeffrey D. Schultz and Luchen Cijtical Companion to John Steinbeck: A Literaryf@ence to His
Life and WorkNew York: Facts On File, 2005), 4.

44 See John Steinbed®f Mice and Mer{London: Penguin Books, 2000), xii-xiii.

> See Schultz and LEritical Companion to John Steinbeck: A Literaryf@ence to His Life and Work,
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In September 1928, Steinbeck lived for a shortetim San Francisco, where he
worked as a warehouseman at the Bemis Bag Compémyever, this job was too
strenuous for him, so with a financial support o father, he moved to a summer
residence in Pacific Grove in California, wheredoelld concentrate his effort on writing.
In August 1929, he publish&Zup of Goldwhich was sold quite weff

The 1930s were a turning point for Steinbeck. ldalad marry Carol, in the view
of the fact he had a position of a published writerd he released two other Californian
fictions, The Pastures of Heaven 1932 andlo a God Unknowrin 1933. These books
were critically praised, but they were not sucagisaimong readers. Also, he wrote a few
short stories, such as “The Red Pony”, “The Murderd “The White Quail”, which were
published in th&lorth American Revief

During this time, Steinbeck and his wife movedsalinas to care for his ill moth&.
She died in 1934 and his father John died in the gear, shortly before Steinbeck
achieved his first commercial success wittrtilla Flat. This series of humorous stories
about Monterey's paisanos ensured Steinbeck fiahrsgcurity and he became widely
known.

This decade was most creative for Steinbeck aguéimor. He focused on economic
and social issues of rural labourers during theaGRepression. At the late 1930s, he
published three novels about Californian laboutagss that became his most significant
works: In Dubious Battle(1936) Of Mice and Men(1937) andThe Grapes of Wrath
(1939). The novell@Df Mice and Menwas his first huge popular success, and it is also
the least political of his ‘labour trilogy’, whilethe Pulitzer Prize-awarded novel
The Grapes of Wratha story about the Dust Bowl migrants, is considdsgdnany his
best?*

In 1943, shortly after divorcing Carol, Steinbadlarried Gwyn Conger, and he was
employed by théNew York Herald Tribun&o report on the World War Il. He spent some
time in England, North Africa and Itafl{. After the end of the war, in 1945, he released

¢ See Schultz and LEritical Companion to John Steinbeck: A Literaryf@&ence to His Life and Waork.
" See Ibid.

“8 See Ibid.

9 See Morris Dickstein, “Steinbeck and the Greatr@ssgion,”South Atlantic Quarterlyt03 (2004): 113.
* See “John Steinbeck Biography,” National Steinb@ekter, Accessed March 14, 2016,
http://mww.steinbeck.org/pages/john-steinbeck-aqmduy.
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Cannery Rowa novel, also dealing with the lives of peopleiny the Great Depression.
In 1952, Steinbeck publishdeiast of Edena saga based on his own family’s history set
mainly in the Salinas Valley.

Steinbeck wrote more than thirty books during IHes and in 1962 he was awarded
the Nobel Prize for Literature for his “realistiachimaginative writing, combining as it
does sympathetic humor and social perceptionas Anders Osterling, Permanent
Secretary of the Swedish Academy, said in his ptasen speech.

John Steinbeck spent the last decade of hisnliféew York with his third wife, Elaine
Scott, with whom he travelled a lot. In the 196fls,health declined. Yet, in 1967, he went
to Vietnam to cover the war fdfewsday Magazinelohn Steinbeck died of heart disease
on December 20, 1968.

*1 See “John Steinbeck Biography,” National Steinb@ekter, Accessed March 14, 2016,
http://mwww.steinbeck.org/pages/john-steinbeck-aqmduy.

*2 |bid.

*3 See Ibid.
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3 OF MICE AND MEN

Of Mice and Menwas Steinbeck’s first work, which achieved commarsuccess.
This novella was published on February 25, 1937 Coyici-Friede, and priced at two
dollars acopy. As a Book-of-the-Month Club seleati it sold briskly — about
117 thousand copies were sold before it was puddisiaveragely one thousand copies
per day in the first montff.

Of Mice and Menconsists of six chapters. Each chapter begins aittescription
of the present setting. The whole story is writberdialogue-action form that resembles
a stage drama. It means that most of the text stnef dialogues that lead to an action
performed by the characters. Steinbeck himselédahid that he wrote “a kind of playable
novel™ and then he added that it is “written in novehidsut so scened and set that it can
be played as it stand3>”

At the end of 1937, Steinbeck adapted the noveltathe Broadway stage and it
opened at the Music Box Theatre in New York on Noler 23, 1937. The play was also
a huge success among people and it won New York®@ritics Circle Award in 1937.

The story is set in Salinas Valley in Californiatlae time of the Great Depression.
It tells a story of two wage labourers, friends @eoMilton and Lennie Small, who travel
around ranches in order to find a job. They arg different — Lennie is simple-minded,
strong, hardworking and needs to be looked aftesrhgller George; but they share one
dream: that one day, they will have some land anah fof their own, where they will breed
rabbits and other animals.

Eventually, they find work on a ranch in Salinaallgy. They are determined to
remain there as long as possible so that theyezarngh money to make their dream come
true. Nonetheless, Lennie often got into troublepoevious ranches because of mental
retardation. Soon after arriving, he has a fighthvimpulsive Curley, the son of the boss
of the ranch, who attacks Lennie. He defends hinasel crushes Curley’s hand.

Also, Lennie likes to pet soft things, such as fof small animals. When he discovers

that Slim, another worker on the ranch, has puppiessks Slim whether he can have one.

> See Steinbecl)f Mice and Menxxii.

%5 Ibid., xvi.

*0 |bid.

°" See Tetsumaro Hayashighn Steinbeck: The Years of Greatness, 1936-[B&&aloosa: University of
Alabama Press, 1993), 117.
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Lennie gets the puppy, he is happy and plays with the barn; however, he does not
estimate his strength and kills it by accident.efAfthat coquettish Curley’'s wife enters
the barn and starts talking to Lennie about héeddife, and she offers him to pet her hair.
Lennie likes her soft hair, but he uses too muokngth, Curley’s wife begins screaming,
and frightened Lennie accidentally breaks her neck.

Lennie guesses that he has done something wrahguas away. When Curley’s wife
dead body is found, men from the ranch begin tackefor Lennie, demanding his
lynching. George knows where Lennie is hidden,dihin and shoots him himself to save

him from cruel treatment.

3.1 Meaning of the Title

The original title of this story wasomething That Happenedhe story is narrated
by a third-person omniscient narrator, who doestaké sides, who does not explain or
judge, and simply reports on something that happenethe ranch® That is why the story
is written in the past tense, it emphasises the dasnts. Steinbeck intended to make
the reader draw their own conclusions.

Nevertheless, Steinbeck eventually chose a diftetite. Of Mice and Meris taken
from a line in the penultimate stanza of RobertrBipoem “To a Mouse”This poem
from 1795 is about an unhappy field mouse, whichdsua winter nest, but it loses it
because of ploughing, so the mouse cannot surhre/vinter.

A parallel between these two pieces of work cafolbed. The mouse from the poem
dreamt of a safe and warm place in the winterfdoua ploughman’s sake it has to struggle
with cold, solitude and the idea of forthcoming tiled he fate of this mouse is strikingly
similar to the Lennie and George’s. They also dredrout their own place, a farm with
rabbits in this case, but this dream is destroybénvGeorge shoots Lennie at the end.
The themes of dreams and solitude are includeatim Wworks and they are interconnected,
because someone, who is lonely, needs a dreanpéovath harsh reality.

According to William Goldhurst, the title has anet application. He suggests that it

“refers to naturalistic details with the texturetioé novella.*® It basically means that

%8 SeeStephen K. Georg&he Moral Philosophy of John Steinbdtinham: Scarecrow Press, 2005), 64.
%9 Jackson J. Bensofihe Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essdits a Checklist to Steinbeck
Criticism (Durham: Duke University Press, 1990), 60.
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the title signifies that Lennie likes to catch mared pet their soft fur. Nonetheless, he does
not realize that he uses too much strength andlydilés the mice. Lennie’s soft spot for
stroking things he likes, such as small animald,deesses etc. indicates his fatal incident

with Curley’s wife.

3.2 Setting

California’s setting; Salinas Valley in particularad a huge influence on Steinbeck’s
writing. At the beginning of the 20th century, igva prosperous fertile agricultural area,
often called the ‘Salad Bowl of the Natidi’'Salinas is located near the Pacific Coast, and
both the valley and the coast were inspiration dettings of some of Steinbeck’s best
books.

The setting of the novella plays a crucial rolethe story.Of Mice and Mens set
in the 1930s, at the time of Great Depression. &taet time is not specified. On the other
hand; the time, when the story starts and ends;agrately described. The story takes three
days in sequence; it starts on Thursday eveningenwfdeorge and Lennie stop
by the Salinas River to bed down there, and it em$Sunday evening, when George
shoots Lennie at the same place.

California’s Salinas Valley is the setting of thwole story. George and Lennie are
migrant workers who drift about ranches and pickedieldwork, and then they go on to
another place. The story starts, when they arrovex tranch near the city of Soledad.
Soledad is situated in Monterey County in Califaraind its name means “solitude” or
“lonely place” in Spanish, which should suggestidgega of loneliness of migrant workers
at that time. Soledad lies in the middle of prospsragricultural area of Salinas Valley,
and it is often referred to as the ‘Salad Bowlraf Nation™*

Before Lennie and George’s arrival to the Salivialiey, they worked in Weed, which
Is a city also located in California, specifically the north of Soledad. They got into
trouble there, because Lennie saw a girl in a medsdand he wanted to touch it, which

scared the girl and she started to scream as Levouél not stop holding the dress. Later

% See “John Steinbeck Biography,” National Steinb@ekter, Accessed March 14, 2016,
http://mwww.steinbeck.org/pages/john-steinbeck-kaqmduy.
®1 See Ibid.
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she told the sheriff that she had been raped, soiekeind George hid in an irrigation ditch
and then ran away from Weed.

After Weed, they headed south. They had to fimeew job, so they went to Murray
and Ready’s in San Francisco. Murray and Ready's avaemployment agency. During
the Great Depression, a lot of states startedcemdie and regulate employment agencies.
Many workers at that time, like George and Lensiarched for work there. In the first
chapter, George tells Lennie: “You remember absugain’ into Murray and Ready’s, and
they give us work cards and bus ticke?4These agencies, similar to Murray and Ready
in San Francisco, sent workers from ranch to raspécifically to those ranches owned by

Spreckels Sugar.

3.3 Friendship vs. Loneliness

This chapter is going to analyse the themes ohdiskip and loneliness in the novella.
Friendship is represented by Lennie and Georgdevitineliness was common for most
of migratory workers at the time of the Great Dspren.

There are only a few charactersOhMice and MenMost of them are migrant farmers
who drift about villages and ranches of Salinadeyalthey work on fields for a short time
and then they go on to another place, where tmeldijob. Steinbeck focused his writing
on these workers, and he portrayed them as sowtimg and object of pity created
by the Depressioft.

The main protagonists of this novella, Lennie Sraatl George Milton, are like other
migratory workers. Nevertheless, they always traggkther, which was unusual for that
time. This can be seen in the dialogue betweendgeamd Slim, the lead mule-team driver
at the ranch, after George and Lennie arrive. “fuhow you an’ him string along
together,®® says Slim to George, who does not understand wity 3lim explains:
“Oh, I dunno. Hardly none of the guys ever trawgdther. [...] You know how the hands
are, they just come in and get their bunk and waonkonth, and then they quit and go

alone.®®

62 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men7.

%3 See Dickstein, “Steinbeck and the Great Depregsi@?®.
% SteinbeckOf Mice and Men40.

% |bid.
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As it was already mentioned, migratory workers evesually isolated in the society.
They had no home, or no property of their own,rsytwandered around ranches and they
were dependent on the mercy of the farm owner’syedksas on the weather. If the weather
was not good for agriculture, there were no jobstliese people and in some cases; they
could be even homeless until the conditions did ingprove. That is why it seems
so strange to Slim to see Lennie and George ttagether. Under given circumstances, it
was almost impossible to develop lasting friendshiguch a transient way of life.

The reason why George and Lennie stay togetheeis shared past. Both Lennie and
George were born in the same town, in Auburn inf@alia. At first, George made fun
of Lennie, because of his lower intelligence, whiGkorge explains to Slim: “Funny.
| used to have a hell of a lot of fun with ‘im. Wkt play jokes on ‘im ‘cause he was too
dumb to take care of ‘imself® Nevertheless, they became friends and when Lenaigit
Clara, who took care of him, died, Lennie stayethwW@eorge, as he continues his narration
to Slim: “When his Aunt Clara died, Lennie just e®ralong with me out workin’. Got
kinda used to each other after a little whiié.”

This unusual friendship became beneficial for lienand George. They help
one another. George is the smarter one; he cardsefmie and he tries to prevent him
from getting into trouble again, while mentallyaeted Lennie is naive, but extremely
strong, so he can work hard and carry heavy thomghe fields.

Thanks to each other, Lennie and George are mafiyloThis companionship helps
them to deal with their hard situation. Unlike athenigrant workers, they do not give up
even when everything feels hopeless and they lstileve in better days. In the first
chapter, a night before they come to the ranchnieeand George talk together: “Guys like
us, that work on ranches, are the loneliest guythénworld. They got no family. They
don’t belong no place®® says George to Lennie and Lennie continuBsit ‘hot us! An’
why? Because...because | got you to look after nteyan got me to look after you, and

that's why”®® They realize that their friendship is extraordjinand makes them stronger.

% SteinbeckOf Mice and Men41.
7 bid.

% Ibid., 15.

% hid.
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In fact, George is not only a friend of Lennidig, is his protector. Lennie’s personality
is childlike. He is totally depended on George, mhioe obeys and does everything what
George says to him. In addition, Lennie is forgetaimd George always needs to remind
him about essential issues.

Lennie is gentle and kind, he does want to hugtoae or anything. Nonetheless,
he does not realize his strength and also he dategnalerstand abstract concepts, such as
death. Lennie is a flat character and he does matge throughout the story. At the and,
even though he guesses that he did something withagnurder of Curley’'s wife); he is
not fully unaware of consequences of his actiomninie’s only worry consists in the fact
that George will not allow him to take care of thbbits on their dream farm.

George, the opposite of Lennie, a small and clevan, is more dynamic character.
Although he often complains that he has to looleraftennie, and that he would have
a better life without him, because Lennie “gives tiiell”’®, he does not mean it seriously.
He knows that his life would be lonely and emptyheut Lennie. As it was mentioned
before, George made fun of Lennie at first, buthanged his feelings about him later on.
He is more realistic and pragmatic about owningy thaem, but with Lennie’s company, he
admits it is possible.

According to William Goldhurst, loneliness mighte bseen as the alternative
to the companionship of Lennie and Geofbét was ever-present in the then society.
The camaraderie of Lennie and George is unique mogde noticeable in contrast
to the lonely world created by the Depression.

Nevertheless, the cruel world of the Great Depoesdid not allow this friendship
to remain. George’s decision to shoot Lennie wasaah of mercy, but with fatal
consequences for him. When George sees a deadadbd@yrley’s wife, he knows that
Lennie did it and where he is hiding, so he heads$he place. George shoots Lennie in the
back of his head with a heavy heart, but he decide@s better than lynching. However,

as Cian O’Driscoll claims, by killing Lennie, Geerglso destroys himséft.By killing

0 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men102.

"L See Bensorhe Short Novels of John Steinbeck: Critical Essedfts a Checklist to Steinbeck Criticism
52.

2 See Cian O'Driscoll, “Why Don't You Tell Us Abolihem Rabbits, George? The Tragedy of Just War,”
International Studies Revielb (2013): 234.
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Lennie, he condemns himself to a cruel life of lgmaigrant workers, and possibly to
a life of hard labour and liquor.

Workers from the novella often go to the town tmkl some alcohol, which help them
to forget about their harsh lives, at least fortdlev However, they spend all money they
earn there, thereby they deprive themselves othiamce to save money and arrange their
lives. At the beginning of the story, George exmsaio Lennie that they are not like those
workers: “We don’t have to sit in no bar room blawin our jack jus’ because we got no
place else to go’® But when George kills Lennie at the end of theatlay Slims gets to
George and suggests: “Come on, George. Me an’lygo’in an’ get a drink,* to which
George agrees. George will probably continue liés like many other migrant workers,
lonely and spending all money on alcohol.

A question whether George had to kill Lennie sstgetself. It can be argued that
George and Lennie could flee and continue theeslias before, trying to save up enough
money to buy a small farm. Nonetheless, George kntvat even if they managed
to escape, another incident could probably happemiie would never understand that he
committed something that he should not have domerge realizes that he is no longer
able to protect Lennie from the society; as welchanot protect the society from Lennie.
Also, it can be interpreted that shooting Lenniesvea unselfish act, because without
Lennie, George has nothing left. His choice is #&ves Lennie from lynching, and
the society from his unpredictable behaviour, theige ruins his own life.

Another type of companionship is represented byd@aand his dog. Candy is
the oldest ranch worker who has lost his right hain@ork by accident. He is a ‘swamper’
at the ranch, because his only duty is to clearbtim house. He has a very old dog, which
is his only friend. There might be a parallel bedawehe relationship of Candy and his dog
and Lennie and George. Lennie and the dog arethetldependent’ on their friends, who
take care of them, and they are also loyal to thEmeir friendships are strong.

Other workers want to get rid of Candy’s dog, lsesait is smelly and old. They make
excuses that they want to free the dog from itseergisNevertheless, Candy is not able to

shoot it, so Carlson, another worker on the rawdes it instead of Candy. After that,

3 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men15.
" Ibid., 105.
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Candy tells George that he should have shot hishimgelf, which George remembers.
Later, when Lennie kills Curley's wife, George krewhat he is responsible for Lennie,
so it must be him who shoots him and so proteats fnom subsequent suffering. Both
Lennie and George’'s and Candy and his dog’s coropahip did not last and ended
tragically. No matter how strong these companigrsiwere, the cruel life of the then
society defeated them.

People from minorities were isolated and lonely@nihan the others, because even if
they wanted a company, it was not possible to fitalte the novella, this type of loneliness
is represented by the only Afro-American worker,0@ts, and by the only woman
at the ranch, Curley’s wife.

The Great Depression worsened the situation of Alre-Americans and it also
strengthened racism against them. When the crisgary they were the first group
of people to be dismissed from their jobs, and camng to white workers, their
unemployment rate was two to three times highémemployment rate was also very high
among white people and they did not want Africaneiitans to take ‘their’ jobs.

Crooks is the stable hand at the ranch. He isatfilg black man and the only
permanent worker there, because he has injuredduais in an accident. His loneliness is
caused by his colour, as racism was still commotihénDepression-era America. Crooks
has his own bunk in the harness, because he centetthe bunk house and be in touch
with other workers. No one goes into his bunk, hads always called the ‘nigger’.

Crooks keeps his room swept and neat, and he awsiof books, including a mauled
copy of the California Civil Code for 1905. He isopd of himself, and he is possibly
educated, because he reads all the books. At thertdeg, it seems that he is an aloof man,
who is not interested in any company, but it tumg not to be true, when Lennie
unexpectedly walks into his room. First, Crooks tgdmnm to leave: “l ain’t wanted in the
bunk house, and you ain’t wanted in my roothRevertheless, simple-minded Lennie
does not understand why he is not wanted, to wlictoks replays: “Cause I'm black.

They play cards in there, but | can’t because llack. They say | stink. Well, | tell you,

> See John Hardman, “The Great Depression and theléal,” Stanford University, Accessed April 1,
2016, https://web.stanford.edu/class/e297c/povprgjudice/soc_sec/hgreat.htm.
"% SteinbeckOf Mice and Men68.
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you all of you stink to me™ From that speech, it is obvious that Crooks lofas
company, and he only takes an embittered stantgastie does not show his true feelings
and prevent himself from being hurt.

On the other hand, Curley’'s wife is the only rejergative of female gender
at the ranch. Agricultural work was assigned fomna@d women were supposed to take
care of the household, so if they live on ranchesuans, they usually stayed inside. When
Lennie and George arrive to the ranch, Curley'svisf newly married to Curley, the son
of the boss. Curley’s wife wanders around the raingimg to make anyone talk to her.
Her name is unknown, the narrator and the other lmeesnof the ranch only refer to her
as ‘Curley’s wife’. This fact suggest an idea thla¢ is not worth a proper name, she is only
‘a property’ of her husband and even that she doekave any identity.

At the beginning of the story, only some supeafigieces of information are known
about her. Curley’'s wife is a pretty woman, shedilto wear nice clothes and she curls her
hair and uses much make-up. As she wanders artenchmch, and also around the bunk
house, she seems to be very coquettish. She alwaks for Curley, which is under
pretence of getting into the bunk house and tryinind someone to start a conversation
with. Other men of the ranch try to avoid her, hseathey do not want to become
embroiled in a conflict with jealous Curly.

However, in the course of the story, more persarfakmation about her comes out.
Being the only woman at the ranch, Curley’s wifelgelonely. She is desperate for some
human contact, that is why she is always outsiak ‘l@oking for Curley’. Curley’s wife
even comes by at Crooks’s, when Lennie and Candytlegre, while other men left
the ranch for a town. When she enters the rooms@skhether they have seen Curley,
Candy says sourly that they have not, and Curleifs continues: “Funny thing. If | catch
any one man, and he’s alone, | get along fine Wwith. But just let two of the guys get
together an’ you won't talk. Jus’ nothing but ma@From what she says, it is evident how
much she wants to talk to someone, and other men twaavoid her, because the work
at the ranch is everything what they have, andhefytmade Curley angry, they know he

could dismiss them.

" SteinbeckOf Mice and Men68.
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Curley’s wife in actual fact does not like her basd. She reveals her secret to Lennie
in the barn, a while before Lennie kills her byideat. “Well, | ain’t told this to nobody

before,”®

Curley’'s wife confides in Lennie, “Maybe | oughtto. | don't like Curly. He
ain’t a nice fella.®’ The reason why she married Curley was that didhase bright
prospects for better life.

Curley’'s wife wanted to become an actress. Whenwsais a young girl, there was
a touring theatre in Salinas, a town where sheallatethat time. One of the actors told her
that she could go with them, but her mother didallmiw it, because she was only fifteen.
Later, she met another man from film industry, witomised her that he would help her
to start a career in Hollywood. Nevertheless, heengot back to her again, so Curley’'s
wife eventually married Curley.

To sum up, this chapter proves that the Depressieated lonely people, which John
Steinbeck indicated by the characters of the navdliven if there was some kind
of friendship or companionship, such as Lennie &eabrge’s, it did not last for a long
time. The coincidence of the Depression-era Amertid not look with favour
on friendship among migrant workers. Minoritiesclsuas the blacks were also lonely.
In the 1930s, the racism against African-Americainengthened. The unemployment rate
was high and most employers preferred to emplopigewnan. Crooks, the worker on the
ranch and the only black man, is lonely becauseaacfal prejudice that the Great
Depression only extended. Lastly, Curley’'s wiferesgnts solitude of women. At the time,
there were not usually many women on ranches. ©hs pn ranches were assigned
for men and the role of woman was a housewife. kg Curley's wife’s position

of a wife of the jealous and high-ranked Curley ehdr lonely.

3.4 Dream vs. Reality

Dreams have a crucial role in the story. Every ati@r dreams their own dream, but
the dreams have something in common: everyone vwame&dease themselves from a cruel
life caused by the Depression. Basically, they mired a better life. These dreams are
the same as the dreams of most American peopleaattime. Characters of the story

represent the nation’s dreams and also frustrations

9 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men87.
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The major dream of the novella belongs to Geomyg lzennie, who dream about
a small farm of their own. Their dream is knownnfrghe first chapter, when the two
of them rest by the Salinas River, and George temrdSomeday — we're gonna get
the jack together and we’re gonna have a littleskoand a couple of acres an’ a cow and
some pigs and—2* which Lennie interrupts and shoutgr’ live off the fatta the lan’
An’ haverabbits”®?

At the beginning, their dream seems remote. Tloeyatl have enough money, because
they are not able to save them, because of Lenai@lisy to get into trouble and also low
wages, as George complaints to Slim: “An’ | aini Bright neither, or | wouldn’t be
buckin’ barley for my fifty and found® George is more realistic than Lennie; he realizes
that it is not easy to save a sufficient amouniohey. Under given circumstances, their
dream seems to be nearly impossible.

However, the dream has another function. Georgawv&nthat the dream is hard
to accomplish, but he uses it for a different pggdt can influence Lennie’s behaviour.
George uses the story about a small farm with talibibring Lennie into line. Whenever
Lennie gets into trouble, George threatens him keatvill not take care of his rabbits.
In addition, George often narrates about the famfore Lennie goes to sleep; it is
something like a bedtime story. The narration @& dneam emphasises their role: simple-
minded Lennie is the child, while realistic Georgeembles a father. Lennie wants to hear
the same story over and over again, even when $i@lheady memorized it, and corrects
George anytime he forgets about any detail. Evengh George is not Lennie’s father, his
attitude to Lennie is definitely parental, and ¢tlheam is an educational means.

As the story progresses, Lennie and George’s oofable situation starts to change
as they meet Candy. Candy realizes that one dagm Wk will no longer be able to do his
work; he will have to leave the ranch. So when &éaré about George and Lennie’s dream,
he wants to join them. Initially, George is scegtidut when Candy offers his life savings,
including the money he got as a compensation ®Idst hand, he agrees.

With Candy’'s money, their dream is within reaclan@y gives his 350 dollars, so

Lennie and George only need to work for a montbaim one hundred dollars to the down

81 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men16.
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payment. Now, even realistic George starts to belithat the dream may come true.
Nevertheless, their dream ends with Curley’s wifd &ennie’s death, even though Candy
left some hope. Candy wants to achieve the dredynwvath George and pleads with him,
but it is not possible. Candy tries even when hbcsnsciously knows it was over
at the moment he found a dead body of Curley’'s wifee is furious, because a chance
of a better life is gone.

Candy represents the fear of reality of what Wappen to ageing people who are not
able to work. The fear was present in the then Agaarsociety. At that time, people out
of job were usually people out of home, sufferimg lack of food. Candy does not want
to be one of those people, and when the opportafityaving a farm presents itself, he
forms a strong attachment to it. When the dreaavés, Candy’s harsh reality is back.

As it was already mentioned, Curley’s wife dreaibeing a movie star, nevertheless
she reconciles herself to unhappy marriage. EvetterbiCrooks feels a desire,
for a moment, for a patch of garden on Lennie ambr@Ge’s small farm. Nevertheless,

none of the characters can ever achieve their dream

3.4.1 American Dream
The dreams, which the character ©f Mice and Menhave, contain typical features
of the American Dream. The term ‘American Dream’swesed for the first time in 1931,
at the time of Great Depression, specifically ie thook calledThe Epic of America
by James Thruslow Adams, an American histoffafihe idea of the American dream is
that everyone, no matter what class they were mbop can achieve a success in a society
if they work hard.

Lennie and George believe that if they try hahgytcan achieve their goal, to have
a small farm on their own. Indeed, many people iclnsan ownership of a property
as fulfilment of the American Dream. However, Lenrdand George never get a place
of their own, as well many people in the Depressmm America. As Lennie dies,
the American Dream of owning a farm dies with hiffhe book proves that is was
impossible to achieve the American Dream during @mat Depression, regardless

of intensive effort, as it is apparent from Croakspeech to Lennie and Candy: “You're

8 See Jim CulleriThe American Dream: A Short History of an Idea Thlaaped a NatioNew York:
Oxford University Press, 2002), 3-4.
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nuts. | seen hundreds of men come by on the roaghatime ranches, with their bindles on
their back an’ that same damn thing in their heéddsnd continues with scorn, “They
come, an’ they quit an’ go on; an’ every damn oh&m’s got a little piece of land in his
head. An’ never a God damn one of 'em ever gefhit like heavent®

Before the Great Depression, many people belietved American Dream was
attainable. A lot of them moved to the United Stafellowing the vision of better life if
they work hard. The crisis changed the situatioespiite the fact that Lennie and George,
as well as other workers on the ranch, work hawely have nothing out of it. Their work is
beneficial only for others. Steinbeck criticizes tAmerican Dream in his novella. He
demonstrates it on Lennie and George: even if geaplrk hard, they did not necessarily

have to attain their American Dream.

To sum up, none of the characters is able tol ftléir dreams. Lennie and George
dream about their small farm, but when Lennie dies,dream dies with him. Lennie and
George’s dream is similar to the ones of many Acagripeople at the time. In the 1930s,
a lot of people still believed there was an oppatyuto attain their American Dream.
Nonetheless, the inauspicious fate of Lennie andrgge as well as of other characters’
of the novella, articulated that during the hardes of the Great Depression, it was not

possible for common people to achieve their dreams.

3.5 Power vs. Poverty

During the Depression, economic exploitation hapgdean ranches in the United States.
At the ranch in the novella, the situation is rattlee same. There is a great amount
of agricultural wealth, and to make this wealthirfa need workers. Nonetheless, workers
were paid low wages and they were often closeaiwvation.

In the 1930s, people who owned a property and vedle to keep it, could be

considered as the wealthy ones. In the novellandlict between classes appear: poverty
and the lower class is represented by Lennie, &eang other workers, while power and

higher class is portrayed at Curley and his wit@sTonflict leads to a catastrophe.

8 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men73.
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Curley is a typical example of how ownership sp@iéople. He is the son of the boss
of the ranch. Curley is a short, thin young marhvétbrown face, brown eyes and curly
hair and he always wears high-heeled boots in otdebecome different from other
workers at the ranch. As Candy explains to Lenmid &eorge, when they arrive to
the ranch, Candy likes fighting. He is short, sohlées big man and always tries to pick
fights with them to prove his masculinity.

Curley is said to be an amateur boxer and a chlamprize-fighter. Being agile,
he usually wins the fight. Candy does not thinksifair that he fights bigger men, as he
explains to George: “S’pose Curley jumps a big gaylicks him. Ever'’body says what
a game guy Curley is. And s’pose he does the shimg &nd gets licked. Then ever'body
says the big guy oughtta pick somebody his size $edms like Curley ain’t givin’ nobody
a chance® Thanks to his high position, he dares to fightwiitgger men and nobody has
objections to that. Even when Curley loses thetfigh becomes the moral winner, because
everyone feels pity for him, as the opponent shdwdde picked someone equal. Every
victory makes Curley more arrogant.

Another thing that makes Curley boastful and ctadeis his wife. Curley married
an attractive woman to prove himself. When theystoggins, they have been married
for two weeks. Steinbeck did not give Curley’s weename in the story, which suggests
the idea that she is only Curley’'s possession. thrglfact is obvious in Curley’s treatment
of her. As he is extremely jealous, he tries to m@nd her and wants her to stay inside
the house. Nevertheless, he cannot control heshasalways slips away, which makes
Curley angry. Also, he threatens the ranch workatts a fight if they dare to talk to her.

Even when Curley boasts about wearing a glovedfiWith VVaseline to keep his hand
soft for his wife, by which he makes a big show fteguently goes to brothels with other
workers. This indicates that Curley is not reafiyfave with his wife and the reason why he
married her is that he only wanted to ‘own’ a pbgly attractive woman.

When Lennie accidentally kills Curley’s wife andif®@y sees her dead body, he does
not show any grief for her. He is furious like hewld have lost a precious thing, not his
own wife. The first thing that comes into his mirglthat he has to find and kill her

murderer. He immediately realizes it was Lenniecaose at the time the incident

87 SteinbeckOf Mice and Men28.
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happened, all men but Lennie were out playing lsbrses. Curley does not call for justice;
he calls for revenge, as he wants to lynch him. Y, the jerk-line skinner at the ranch,
feels pity for Lennie, not for Curley, when the net off find Lennie and Slim says: “Poor
bastard.®

Curley’s wife is a complex character. She is lgreeid dissatisfied, as it was analysed
in the previous chapter. Yet, being the wife of th@ss’'s son, she is a representative
of economic power. Curley's wife gained her positilirough her marriage and she is
aware of her power, as it is showed in her dialogitle Crooks in his room. Crooks wants
her to leave his room immediately, threatening tmatwill inform Curley that she was
in his a ‘coloured man’s room’, whereupon Curleyisfe replies arrogantly: “Listen,
Nigger. You know what | can do to you if you opeouy trap?®® After this, Crooks
withdraws but Curley’s wife continues: “Well, yowedp your place then, Nigger. | could
get you strung up on a tree so easy it ain't ewemy.”® In her speech, Curley’s wife
reminds Crooks of his place and wants him to shewthe proper respect as a white
woman and the wife of Curley, the boss’s son. Gislevife knows that if she made up
a lie about Crooks, everybody would trust her, adtlack man, because she was a white
woman of a high social status.

Curley’s wife uses one more type of power: powlesemluction. She knows that she is
an attractive woman and uses her beauty to gaire smmpany. This type of power has
a negative portrayal in the novella, as Curley'sewis described as the ‘tart’, ‘bitch’,
‘tramp’ and ‘rat-trap’ by the men of the ranch general, the portrait of women in the story
is not positive. Women are considered to be traubleers or prostitutes, who only destroy
male happiness and well-being by their seductiieatieur. This point of view proves
a fact that men of the ranch go to ‘old Susy’s @laavhich is a brothel. The women
in there are treated like dirt and of no value,alihévinces an idea that women are inferior
to men.

Another type of power is represented by Slim. Behe authority and the natural
leader at the ranch, respected even by Curley. Slivaery good at his job of a mule driver,

and everybody asks Slim for advice. His high posiis evident from the description given
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when he enters the bunk house for the first tinje:]“he moved with a majesty only
achieved by royalty and master craftsmen. He wagerkline skinner; the prince
of the ranch, capable of driving ten, sixteen, ewsenty mules with a single line to
the leaders [...] There was a gravity in his manmat a profound that all talk stopped
when he spoke®™

Slim is a representative of “good power” that mally belongs to him. He is fair and
he is admired on the ranch. Slim inspires confidencother people and that is why he is
the only person George confides to his and Lenmpas. When there is a fight between
Lennie and Curley and Lennie smashes Curley’'s h@hoh makes Curley lie about what
happened, and tells him to say that he got his madmachine. Slim knows what Curley
is like, he understands his nature more than arnybts#, and so he uses it to help Lennie
and George.

Knowing the truth about Lennie and his troublesseal by his lower intelligence, Slim
understands the bond between George and Lennighanckason why George oversees
of Lennie all the time. After George shots Lenr8&m justifies his decision, because he
knows it was an act of mercy, saying to George: videyou mind. A guy got
to sometimes® The description of Slim suggests an idea that e@mwer can be gained
by character traits to some extent.

The dreams of people at the ranch, as they wenenemted on in the previous chapter,
are a means of escaping from an economic prisonth@dimmorality of economic
exploitation as represented in the power struatfitae ranch’> Migrant workers suffered
from poverty. Lennie and George are two of themeyttrifted about ranches, they were
dependent on seasonal jobs, and they worked fomages, as with the number of workers
increasing, the wages were lower and lower.

During the Depression, workers had to face a cwmld of poverty, which often
reduced them to animals. Like animals, their ordglgs to obtain some food and survive
among their mates. In the novella, Steinbeck gsegeral descriptions of Lennie and

George being animals that prove this statementorBethey arrive to the ranch, Lennie
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drinks thirsty from a green pool “[...] snorting irhe water like a hors&" and

in the description of his walking, there is “[...] dime walked heavily, dragging his feet
a little, the way a bear drags his pawsOn the other hand, George’s first description
given in the text evokes an idea of a rodent: “fired man was small and quick, dark
of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong fiesttf Possibly, Steinbeck’s vision
of poor people at that time was similar to animaigj he brought human and animal world
closer together.

To sum up, power and poverty are closely relatethé consequences of the Great
Depression. Characters of the novella prove thexetivere great differences in the power
structures on ranches. The Depression created gemple, who suffered from economic
exploitation, as they were paid low wages. Alsesthworkers did not have a place of their
own and they were dependent on seasonal jobsegmften had to drift about ranches and
villages hoping to pick some fieldwork and to bdeato support themselves, as it was
shown on Lennie and George. On the other handg itkeCurley and his wife, who do not
have to work hard, because they are owners of pepng which gives them power, and

they are also a good examples of how ownershigsspeople and makes them arrogant.
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CONCLUSION

The purpose of this bachelor thesis was to analyseéhemes connected with the Great
Depression in John Steinbeckd Mice and Men

The themes that were chosen for this analysisoamdiness, in contrast to friendship;
dreams, in contrast to reality; and poverty, intcast to power. To be able to analyse
the Depression in Steinbeck’s work, it was essketdiaomprehend its historical and social
background that is why it is described in the foisapter of the thesis.

Loneliness was one of the consequences of theeBgpn. Characters of the novella
indicate that the Depression created lonely pedgigrant workers drifted about ranches,
they picked some fieldwork, and then they movedatwther place. Under given
circumstances, it was almost impossible to devispng friendship in this transient way
of life. Even if there was some kind of friendstup companionship, such as Lennie and
George’s, the Depression-era America did not alldwto survive. Another type
of loneliness was portrayed via minorities, repnésé by Crooks, a black man,
and Curley's wife, the only female character in th@vella. Crooks is lonely because
of racial prejudice that were extended during theab Depression, while what makes
Curley’s wife lonely is that she is the only womam the ranch and also her high position
of the wife of the son of the boss.

Subsequently, the thesis examined the imposgibitda fulfii one’s dream.

In the 1930s, many Americans people still believieat they could attain their dream.
Nevertheless, Steinbeck in his novella illustratedt it was not possible. Lennie and
George dreamt about their farm, they worked hardtfdut they never achieved it, as well
as other characters.

The last theme that the thesis analysed was cbritketween power and poverty.
Steinbeck pointed out great differences in the poasteicture on the ranch. The farmers
suffered from economic exploitation, as they weaiglpow wages. These workers did not
have a place of their own and they were dependersieasonal jobs, as it was shown on
Lennie and George. On the other hand, Curley aadnife did not have to work hard,
because they were owners of a property, which ga@ power, but it also spoiled them.

This thesis comes to the conclusion that JohnnB¢ek portrayed the Great
Depression of the 1930s as a destructive poweratte people poor and lonely, and it did
not allow them to fulfil their dreams. As a resulhese people, like the characters

of the novella, lost their morality and also idénti
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