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ABSTRAKT
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ABSTRACT

During the twentieth century, African Americaparticipated in one of the most significant
demographic events in the United States history. Urged by variety of push and pull factors
over one million African Americans migrated between 1915 and 1930. This bachelor thesis
present profound social, econimndemographic, and cultural changes as well as racial
issues which found their way into northern cities. Additionally, it displays rising African
American eagerness to prove worthiness, social position by culture activity, which resulted
i n At heemair $ gnaponéhesiondt proves that the Great Migration gave people
the opportunity for change, together with cultural equality and freedom, which are main

pillars of the current democratic society.

Keywords: The Great Migration, The Harlem RenaissanAfrican Americans, Harlem.
Chicago, racial riots, The New Negro Movement, Harlem, African American Culture,
19206s
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INTRODUCTION

iThe United States was bor n?!DunngthehGilded ou n't
Age, sciencetechnology urbanization andmmigration reshaped the United States, still
controlled by village values, individualisrgissezfaire a n d dianelyiiordained social
system %0In response to this reshaping of American society, Americans embarked on a
search for order known as the Progressive En@ Great Migration was among the most
important events of this era. Thegynificantdemographic shift of over one million African
Americansbetween 1915 and 1930 from largely rural areas of the southern United States to
northern citiesaltered thei e c o n o mi ¢, soci al, and poiitiec
Southern racial injustice, lynchings, and natural disasters provided strong incentives to
migrate, as did the northern labour vacuum created by World War |, media propagation and
visions of geater freedom. Urged by a variety of these push and pull factors, African
Americans created a migration stredmat lasted until 1960. Neverthelessprthern life
proved far from easy, as African Americans migrants often met with racial segregation,
inadequate housing, expensive rents and work discrimination. Despite these challenges,
African Americans began to builgolitical organizations, lodges, clubs, professional
baseball teams, social service institutions, newspapetshasinesses. Furthermore, the
Harlem Renaissance, literary, artistic, and intellectual movemeignited the desire to
developa new black cultural identitk nown as At he New Negro. o
Depression stymied these efforta ®lid foundation for further African Amecan
urbanization and cultural development had been laid.

! Quoted inRobertJ. Allison, "Great Migration: What Caused the Great Migratighbf#story in
Dispute3 (2000):70;

2 Book cover ofRichardHofstadter,The Age of Reform: From Bryan to F.D(Rew York: Vintage
Books,1955).

3 Spencer R. Crew, "The Great Migration of Aftanericans, 19180," Monthly Labor Revievt 10,
no. 3 (1987): 34.
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1 CAUSB®S THE GREAT OMI GRATI

In 190Q only 10 percent othe entire African American population lived in the
northern part ofthe United StatesOf these 881,000 African American northerners, 70
percent lived in urban area®f the90 percent of African Americariing in the South75
percentlived in rural aread.However asignificant demographishift was about to occur,
asAfrican Americansvould soon migrate in large numbémsm therural Sauth to the urban
North, forever changindmerican society.Urged by a variety of push and pull factors,
between 1910 and 1930yey one million African Americansovednorth, most during the
World War | year$ Among the push factorswere the boll weevil, flooding,
disfranchisement and ongoing racial injustizkile employment andhcial toleranceerved
as pull factord. First, understanding the South at this tileecrucialto understanding the

Aexoduso and those who made it
1.1 Push factors

1.1.1 Southern economic situation

Compared to the rest of the country in 19th@ South was economically isolated and
backvards. African Americandrustrated by inferior education, low literacy lesied lack
of basic services and poor communicatiotih thegovernmenbegarto migrate inamanner
resemblingthe Gold Rusha century earlief. Making matters worse for African American
Southernersa boll weevil infestationled to a diversification of farm productionhereby
loweringlaborforce requirements?®

Economic historians stress that these factors creatigparity of wealth between the
rural South andirbanNorth. According tdistorianRobert J. Allisonin 1916 a blackaborer

in Chicagocould earn as much in a day ($2.50) as blabkrerin the $uth could earn in a

4 Robin D.G. Kelley and Earl Lewig,o0 Make Our World AneiDxford: Oxford University Press,
2005), 345.

5 Crew, "The Great Migratin of Afro-Americans, 191:80," 34-36.

6 Carole Marks, "Black Workers and the Great Migration Norfylon46, no. 2 (1985): 148; Carter
Godwin WoodsonA Century of Negro Migratio (New York: RusselandRussell, 1969), 107.

" RobertJ. Allison, "Great Migration: What Caused the Great Migratighbifstory in Dispute3
(2000): 7077; Joe William Trotter, "The Great MigratiorQAH Magazine of Histor§7, no. 1 (2002): 31
33.

8 Jack Templeirby, "The Southern Exodus, 1941®6Q A Primerfor Historians,"Journal of Southern
History 49, no. 4(1983): 587

® Marks, "Black Workersand the Great Migration,1'54-155.

10 Kelley and Lewis,To Make Our World Aney851.
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week. Although living expenses were higher in urban settings, the black ndeherer
still came out on top! Some economistiew thiswage rate difference as major motivating
factor for migration'?

Other scholars considenatura disasters,the boll weevil infestation together with
floods to bethe most infamous fApusho factor. [ n
production sufferedrom immediate and lasting negative effects and land value declined
dramatically.Themajority d southern farmers refused production diversificatlmut those
who did diversify required lessabor force. Furthermorea small number of lan@dwners
began mechanizing productiofyrther lowering thelabor requirement$® Nevertheless
somescholarsstill do not think that natural disasters, diversification, and mechanization
were enough to cause a mas¥ fdexoduso of Dbl

Another factor was thatyb190Q only onefourth of all black Southerne@w~vned the
land they tilled.To buy land, plant a crop, and support themselves and their families until
harvestblack farmers required loan®ne bad harvest, which often served as collateral for
the previ ous vy eaanr O6fisu nlsotaabnd ewregshiplgndeften niess
of the land®® Rentingland eithefor cashor on asharecropimg basis often became tbaly
feasible optionfor African Americans farmers. Sharecroppers wpegd infi f ur i s hes
payments determined by the landowners after the harvests. In ordmwvéo regular
expensessharecropperborroned money The inability to cover the expenses creaid
vicious cycleof debt'®

The unstable and erratic agricultural economy fueled desperdéading to a
distribution shift in the Southern work force. Firt, African Americans sought different
types of worksuchasicut ti ng | umber at sawmi |l | s, e X

cleaningd!’ Secondly black workers moved to southern urban areas, where economic

11 Allison, "Great Migration 8-4.

12 Neil Fligsteinand Peter H. RosgGoing North: Migration of Blacks and Whites from the South,
1900:1950(Burlington: Elsevier Science, 2013),2

B Allison, "Great Migration 8-4; JamesN. Gregory,The Southern Diaspora: How the Great
Migrations of Black and Whit8outherner§ransfomed AmericgChapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2005), 24Alan L. Olmstead, Fabiabange,and Paul W. RhodéThe Impact of the Boll Weevil,
18921932" Journal of Economic Historg9, no 3 (2009): 714 715

¥ William J. Collins, "When theTide Turned: Immigrationrad the Delay of the Great Black
Mi g r a fouroeahof Economic Histor§7, no. 3 (1997): 622

15 James RGrossmanA Chance to Make Good: African Americah80G1929(New York: Oxford
University Press, 1997), 347.

18 1bid., 347-349.

17 Allison, "Great Migration 8-4.
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conditions were betteghan inrural areas This interregional migration providemicertain
degree of autonomy to skilled and confidentiédn Americanst®

1.1.2 Southern political and racial situation

Sociologist StewarTolnay, among otherdnsists thaieconomic reasons were rtoe
only factorsthat forced the migrationCertain noneconomiand social factors influenced
black southerers to consider migration aga fip o s s i b l.oe Irnefneerdi yalr edt
opportunities, restrictions caused by Jim Creegregatioaws and racial violence are
among tle most frequently mentionétl.

Education was a motivating factor for migrati@s southern educatipdeniedto

blacks before the Civil War, was of low quality in the postbellum &aly 58 percent of
children aged 6 to 14 attended school. Furthermore, few children eshirasthoolbeyond
5t grade.Plus, ait of 1,238 southern high schoolenly 64 offered education for black
children?® Furthermorethe quality of southern schooteportediyv ar i ed fr om #i r
to abysmab?! White civic leadersconsidered African American education redundant and
extravagantas theyi want ed bl ack children in the fie
the crude benches of a er@m schoolhousd?? Additionally, some schools functioned for
only two monthsa year, only whenmanual workin thefields wasnot required?

Regarding the racial situatiamthe South, most white southerners continued to believe
that African Americans are lower stage of civilizatio?*Wi de s pr e a do fia i wi dCa
ranging set of local and state statutdeclared that the races must be segregated.
Furthermore, lynchingemaineda relatively:commonpractice Sociologist John Dollard
statediievery Negrointhe Sauh knows that he is under a Kki
not know when his turn will come, #Ofthemay n

estimatedl,893 African Americandynched betweeri882 and 1910onethird were in

8 Marks, "Black Workersnd the Great Migration149.

19 Stewart ETolnay,"The African Ameria n ' Gr eat Mi gr ArniabReviewafnd Beyonoc
Sociology29 (2003): 215

20 DianeRavitch, "A Different Kind ofEducation for Black Childrgh Journal of Blacks in Higher
Education30 (20062001): 98.

21 Kelley and Levis, To Make Our World Anev876

22 bid.
Zlbid;Jul i e K8rovsg, "Vel k $etechil?l6l®S® A fadina afmdeeneriodpla n T v
spol ea nkousltt uru" (bachelords thesis, Charles Univer :

24Kelley and Lewis,To Make Our World AnevB57.
25 Quoted inW. FitzhughBrundagelUnder Sentence of Deathynching in the SouttChapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1997), 7.
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Mississippi and Gegia?® Tolnay and Beck proved connection betweethe Great
Migration and lynchingsasi s out hern bl acks were more | il

violence was greateét’

1.2 Pull factors

During 1915 and 1916he war in Europe influenced industry in the American north.
The immigrantaborforce rapidly declined from over 1 million new arrivals in 1914 to only
110,618 in 1918. Furthermore, the United States adopted-mnestréective immigration
policies, furtherfueling the rapid declin€ Additionally, thousands of European workers
returned to their native countriésAs a resultthenorthern industrial market experiencad
laborvacuum for the first time since th&S. Civil War. Black workerspresented large
andreadily available substitute fahis newlabor shortageJobopportunitiesacted as pull
factor forthem3°

Racial prejudices againgffrican Americars allowed European immigrants to occupy
even menial positiongidditionally, African Americans being such a small minority in the
North prior to 1915were unable to forcthe general community to respect their status.
However the sudden change in workforce supply and distribution forced the northern
industrial recruiters to look for anotherusce oflabor, while African Americans remained
the only feasible optiof? After the United States joined Wdd War| in 1917, thelabor
shortagefurther increasedMills, factories and railroads previously prohibiting African

Americans from enterinthe workorce now required theitabor.

1.3 Migration process

The Great Migration waa complex process. Firstly, specific migration movements

took place in southern regiorBetween1900 and 1920he majorityof African American

26 Stewart ETolnayandE. M. Beck "Racial Violence and Black Migration in the American South,
1910 to193Q" American Sociological Revied, no. 1 (1992)104;K8r ov 8§, " Vel k8 migr ace
vietech19161 9 30 dappdenpd afr oameakultulyou spol el nost

2" Tolnay andBeck, "Racial Violence and Black Migratigri13

28 Tolnay, "The African Amerian 'Great Migration' and Beyond15.

2% Milton CharlesSernettBound for the Promised Landfrican American Religion and the Great
Migration (Durham: Duke University Press, 1997), 38.

30 Kirby, "The Southern Exodii5590.

31WoodsonA Century of Negro Migratig 107.

32 Kirby, "The Southern Exodii5590.

33WoodsonA Century of Negrdigration, 107.
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southernersnigrated from rural areas southerrcities3* They then made use of existing
railroad connections to move north, usually on a direct®%er instancelNorth and South
Carolinians headed to New York, Philadelptaad Baltimore, while those from Alabam
and Kentucky often ended up in Pittsburgh, and tHom® Mississippi, Louisiana and
Tennessee headed for Chicdfet, secondary streams developed upon arrival to northern
cities as African American migrants looked for the most feasible and econgmredit
option’

Furthermoreastream of messages describing working opportunities, salaries and racial
dignity led to referring the North in enthusiadgiblical terms Mi gr ant s wer e
out of Egypt, 0 anatoit@diomgeg eidntLandam Afri ce
seeminglyviewed the Great Migration a& Godordained and Goblessedescap from
racial oppression, segregation and political injusti€estly, railroad employees who
travelled back and forthetweerthe north and south sharedormation®® Secondly, written
communicatios in form of letters and publications emphasized the benefits of the
migration>® The Chicago Defendera major black newspapavith a print run of between
150,000 and 300,000 per isswdnstantly posted stories of career opportunitiestaed
freedom fromracial oppressionhat could be foundh the North?® Publishedstatements
about the North, among thefiqur people are in a different light" andp'here, a man can
be a mari sustaired this beliefand served as a catalyst for acttbFurthermore, northern
laboragents publishetiirgeed ads to attrattiacklaborergo specific northern employets.
Additionally, many African Americans learned about possibilities of transportation, jobs and
housing via family and friends network&The mmbination of these factors helped to create
spreacand sustaiit he mowvd®ng fever

34 Trotter,"The Great Migratiort, 31-32.

35 |bid.
36 Kelley and Lewis,To Make Our World Anevd89
lbid;K8r ovsg, "Vel k8 migrace-1880o0 aatnedfrbameitkpv | et ec |

s p ol ealkultors' 13.

38 Trotter,"The Great Migratior, 31-32.

39 Collins, "When the Tide Turngdd 6 2 2 .

40 JonatharHolloway, "Jim Crow and the Great MigratignGilder Lehrman Institute of American
History, accessed March 12017 https://www.gilderlehrman.org/histottyy-era/jim-crow-and-great
migration/essays/jirecrow-and-greatmigration

4 Trotter,"The Great Migratiori, 31-33.; Marks, "Black Workerand the Great Migration,1'49.

42 1bid.

43 Trotter,"The Great Migratior, 31-32.

44 Marks, "Black Workersnd the Great Migration1'55.
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A combination of push and [puactors therebycreated one of the most significant
migrations in modern historyouthern social conditions such as Jim Crow measpoes
education and the threat of racial violencembined witha negativeeconomic situation,
affected bya boll weevil infestation anda declining demand for African Americdabor,
functioned as push factot3At the same timeWord Warl increased the need for black
labor in northern industryproviding the economic motivation for migratiorAn overly

optimisticview of theNorth sustained the interest and motivation.

4 Tolnay andBeck, "Racial Violence and Black Migratigril03-106.
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2 RI SE OF URBAI TENANT

Although blackurbanmigration wasoccurring beforaVorld War |, a combination of
push and pull factors dramatically increased the flow of migrantswlreAfrican
Americars mainly emigrated to Ctago, Philadelphia and New York, thejor industrial
cities at the ti me. However ,Afirn ca@arAane r o f
movedto urban areathroughout entire North and WeStEor instance, theity of Hartford,
Connecticutwas home tdl, 745 African American in 191(Qut by 1920 that number had
jumped to 4199, and by 1930 t06,510, an almost fourfold increagé In larger industrial
urban areas such as Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Detndi Milwaukeet h e 1§ p eofbtaeknt a g e
men employed in industrial jobs increased from an estimated ten to twenty percent of the
black labor force in 1910 to about sixty to seventy percent in 1920 and.&8ZBrowing
cities createdan immense need for newnfrastructure yet those needs were seldom
fulfilled .#°

2.1 Seeking shelter

A wartime housing shortage presented difficulty for most migr&@rsssman givean
example ofafamily arriving in Chicagdhat livedfor aweek on the pavements of the South
Side ghetto before finally settling int five-room apartment, small yet sufficient and
probably larger thathefarmhouse they lefiehind in theSouth®® With limited possibilities
emerging African American ghettos puided starting points in the largest citiés a matter
of expediency, ew migrants also commonly moved with friends and family who had
migratedpreviously®! Largeurbang het t os such as New 06YSouthk 6s F
Side wee well known among @&itherners.African American authormRichard Wright
presented Harlem in hiD40Native Sorms it he r ¢hafl p It aoonei?0t ca ngdo

46 Michael B. Katz,The"Underclass" Debate: Views from Histofprinceton: Princeton University
Press;1993), 5859.

47 peterTuckle,Kurt Schlichting andRichardMaisel," Social, Econmic, am Residential Diversity
within Hartford's African American Community at the Beginning of the Great Migratitournal of Black
Studies37, No. 5 (2007)7121 713

48 Trotter,"The Great Migratiori, 31- 33.

4 RichardHofstadter The Age of Reform: From Bryan to F.D(Riew York: Vintage Books,
1955), 174 175.

S0 Kelley and Lewis,To Make Our World Anev888

51 Tolnay, "The African Amerian 'Great Migration' and Beyond," 219.
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The Great Migratiorfurther bolstered thpre-existing Jim Crowsegregationn these
locations®® Furthermore local geography played an important role in certain cases.
Ci nci rifisaand lowdandsChi cago 6 sorf I Mdw aYerak 6s Manh;
resulted indifferent neighborhoodsPittsburgh lackea single district Instead migrants
createdaseries okegregatedommunities around steel nsiff*

By 192Q a northbound migrant was excluded from most offtlaek neighborhoods
increasing thdikelihood of having whiteneighbors By 193Q ghetto segregatiomand
expansi on, c o mb i n bedamevso promineénithat thie likelinoad glimdst, 0
completely vanisheef Using different methodswhites confined African American
howsing As James Gregory staie¥eal estate brokers amikighborhoodassociations
organized the market, using housing covemaartd zoning ordinances to back up the
i nf or mal sy st e m>viflenae and teadr oftenxserved as instraments to
keep African Americans in predetermined bordérmcidents of damaged or destroyed
houses by either fire @axplosiveswvere reported in northern cities duritige 1920s.Take
for instanceDr. Ossian SweetwhoseDetroit house wadocated outside the black belt.
Despiteattempts aself-defensewhite mobs bombed and destroyed his hiétise

Little possibility to move beyondyhetto bordersresulted in overcrowding. As
Holloway statesfiorownstone apartment buildings originally designed for five families, for
example, would be carved up to hold five or six times as many people, significantly
compromising sanitation and publiceh¢ t°°Thedmajority of residentsunabk to find
individual roomscrowded ino the same roonandoften everthesame bedfisometimes as
many as four and five sleep in one bed, and that may be placed in the basemenipaining
or kitchen where thereisei t her ad e g u® Mea wdrking differennshifts a i r
would even share bedEhe lackof running watemndsewage connections created serious

sanitationisss®8 Cooking was often by fAcod&l or woo
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The esidential contament further amplified effects of job discrimination, racial
segregation and especiablack housingcosts®® Higher housing costwereoften created
artificially by real estate speculators who purchased haméiseghettobordersat reduced
prices byfrightening the white owners witthep r obabi | i t y odandiildére gr o
selling the homes tafrican Americans at inflated raté€$In the 1920sHarlem rents were
at least 20 percent higher than prices for comparable accommodations for’mniteisch
areas rents reached almost half of all family expenses. This phenomenon forced some
familiesto take inodgerswho wereoften people from their southern social netwfrkven
so, some still found the means seend part of their earnings to theinfiliesin the Souttf’

All ghettoswere not necessarily slums, certainly not before Great Migration. Harlem,
in particularb e came t he fimecca of bl ack culturebo
DuBois, James Weldon Johnson, and Marcus Gaffeyrthernore, Harlem was the initial
centerof media attraction as well as a haven for artists.

On the other hand, Chicago offered migr
neighborhood$® Yet, this housing was for many still better than southdsellings. In
Chicago, the mijority of migrants headed tbhe South Side ghetto do State Street. South
Side and State Street sufferseriousovercrowding and sanitation problems. Occupants
often movedbutwererestricted within the borders tifeghetto. This madguality-of-living
improvemens difficult. "© Despite the surplus in housing in other parts of Chicago during
1919 asevere housing shortagethe African American community resulting in race riot

that year’?

2.2 Finding a job

Racial segreg#on affectedthe labor market. Employersusually offered the least
desirable jobso black workersThe majority of African American men occupied unskilled
positions in faindries, meatpacking companies, services (porters, janitors, cooks and
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