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	Odůvodnění hodnocení práce:

For a student at this level of study this is generally a well-researched and well-written academic work. The BT authors uses a few academic sources in fields such as trauma studies, postcolonial studies and South African studies, supplemented by a couple of popular sources to “describe how profoundly an oppressive environment can influence the life of an individual.” (48)

The theoretical framework, however, at times seems rather awkwardly applied to Salinger’s novel. Although Holden Caufield and Marnus Erasmus are only a few years apart in age, and Holden has indeed experienced a traumatic event in his sister’s death that colors many aspects of his attitudes and behavior, it is hard for me to see how Holden has been the victim of systematic oppression in the way that apartheid in South Africa affected all strata of the society, including Marnus. Perhaps this is just a question of terminology, but the causes of Holden’s trauma seem much more ephermal than that of Marnus, although the BT author does attempt to highlight “family as an essential feature.” A bit more research into more specific comparisons and contrasts between the novels in an area such as existentialism or one of the social sciences (e.g. family studies), might have been interesting.

Nevertheless, despite the rather thin bibliography, the content of the paper in terms of research and analysis is acceptable. The language is generally above average, making the work enjoyable to read. The author has clearly learned a lot about the two works and the two main characters and is to be congratulated for her efforts. 


	Otázky k obhajobě:

1) Can the BT author make a quick contrast or two between the causes and / or effects of the trauma of Holden Caufield and Marnus Erasmus? How are the boys’ reactions to their situations different?

2) In Apples, why are the interspersed sections set in the war zone included in the novel? In the BT author’s opinion, what purpose do these parts of the work serve? 
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