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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
What Salinger's Catcher in the Rye and Behr's Smell of Apples have in common are traumatized protagonists having to grow up in oppressive environments. Although the two countries - the US after WWII and South Africa before the fall of apartheid in 1990 - do not have much in common, a comparison of the two novels reveals that the authors start from similar premises, using young, troubled, first-person narrators as reflectors to shed light on their respective societies.
To cut a long story short: the candidate's choice of these two novels for a comparative analysis is indeed original, but the way in which she carries out her task is not very convincing: the theoretical and historical basis on which she tries to built, trauma theory and the historical analysis of the respective societies, is too thin and does not carry her very far. Her severest impediment, however, is her insufficient grasp of English. Her style is partly more than clumsy, unidiomatic and shows that she cannot really say what she wants to say. What remains is a brave attempt to cross a big lake in a leaking boat - which demands our respect. 


	Questions to be answered by student:
Which different types of trauma do we have to consider?
In how far can narration help to live through trauma?
What is the role of the reader in these two novels?
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