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Odůvodnění hodnocení práce:

For a student at this level of study this is generally a well-researched and well-written academic work. The BT author uses academic sources in the fields of economics, urban studies and sociology, supplemented by popular sources to create a “timeline of events, which together contributed to the bankruptcy” of the city of Detroit in 2013. (38)

[bookmark: _GoBack]The BT begins with a three-paragraph overview of the period 1915-1950; such a short section encompassing 35 years of data does not really provide many background details supporting her main focus, i.e. the story of the city’s decline, which is told in the following chapters using a more detailed decade by decade approach. This chronological strategy, within which the development of specific problems is “updated” with each decade, usually works well, as the BT writer attempts to show within each chapter how various issues are related. Even more of this and a more detailed conclusion to the entire BT tracing specific problems and attempts at solving them by various governmental (and, to a lesser extent, free-market) entities might have made the results of the research absolutely clear.

One aspect that was overlooked in Detroit’s story and in the decline of urban centers in general was the effect of the Johnson administration’s Model Cities Program (1966-1974), in which certain small and large cities were chosen to receive massive federal funding and administrative advisors in urban planning. Research has shown little improvement in areas such as crime and poverty in the selected cities, and in fact some of the Model Cities (such as Detroit) fared much worse in the decades that followed than areas which did not fall under the program.

Finally, however, both in terms of content and in terms of language this BT was really enjoyable to read. The author has clearly learned a lot about US urban centers and is to be congratulated. 


	Otázky k obhajobě:
1) Could any of the specific aspects of Detroit’s decline, and US urban decay in general, have been avoided? If so, how? Which aspects are / were inevitable? Why?

2) In the BT author’s opinion, what is the worst strategical mistake that the federal, state or municipal governmental bodies made regarding Detroit? Other cities can also be used as good or bad examples.
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