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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
This unique bachelor’s theses is successful on several levels, presenting solidly researched background information which is used to support clear, sometimes surprising conclusions.

The BT writer understood before the research began that Bradbury is not a writer normally associated with women’s issues. She consciously chose to research 451 to formulate some conclusions about American women in the mid-20th century as represented in US science fiction of the period, i.e. using a popular novel, not a polemic or piece of fiction directly connected to, e.g. “women’s rights” or “oppression.” (The Handmaid’s Tale, the weaponization of which for feminist propaganda in the current TV series Atwood herself has criticized, comes to mind …) 

The BT author begins generally with clearly demonstrated statements about changes occurring in post-war US (10-14), then focuses her background chapters more specifically on how roles of women and families were changing during the period (14-17). The emergence of television and its mass cultural effects, which Bradbury claims was a primary motivation for writing the novel, is explored in subchapters 1.5 and 1.6. 

The theoretical and cultural background of the BT also defines figures and themes in other SF works featuring women characters as well as works written by women. Tropes from SF film are used as well to exemplify the points the BT writer makes, e.g. the “Bechdel Test” (27-28) regarding relationships among women characters in SF texts. The BT writer also points out the dystopian aspects of the novel (unique in Bradbury’s oeuvre); conventions of this genre as they apply to American women of this time period were also defined in the background and later applied in the analysis. 

Since text features several references to various feminist and feminist-influenced discourses throughout the text, the BT writer’s decision not to make feminism the basis for her analysis appears to be a conscious choice, not an oversight in the research. Besides a 2-page subchapter “Feminism” (16-17), in other places in text (e.g. the subchapter “Family values” [14-16] and sporadically throughout the chapter “WOMEN IN SCIENCE FICTION” [21-28]) the BT author cites foundational texts like Freidan’s Feminine Mystique as well as other commentators within various specializations to present a coherent track of development in women in SF literature as well as SF literature by women. A concise, yet insightful history of and commentary on women’s production of Science Fiction (25-27) is presented, e.g. with the surprising fact that a SF-type work was written by a woman in 1692 (!). 

This background gives the BT writer many tools to use in her analytical chapters on women in 451. The practical part of the BT begins with details from Bradbury’s life, including extensive interviews with him as well as his women colleagues and his wife of 56 years Marguerite McClure Bradbury were used to support the BT author’s research conclusions and insights into the novel, ending with: “… Bradbury gave the female characters power to influence the plot […] the representation of women in the novel is progressive and the novel as whole remains highly relevant even in the contemporary world.” (49)

In a practical use of the background information in the chapter WOMEN IN SCIENCE FICTION, another feature of the analytical chapters is the focus on how the novel was quite forward looking both in terms of the unconventional roles of women as characters within the text, as well as the formal uses of these characters in plot structure, i.e. of Clarisse (38-40) as the character upon whom the whole story hinges, as well as the “woman who burned herself” with her books (40-42) as perhaps the novel’s key symbol of principle and defiance, one which also drives Montag toward his decision to rebel. These are quite sophisticated insights for a bachelor’s student in an English for Business Administration study program.

The research, information, conclusions as well as the generally high level of English throughout make this BT quite easy and enjoyable to read. The author is to be heartily congratulated on her superb results.


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Why should secondary school or university students study 451 today? Be specific, e.g. in what kinds of seminars and for what kinds of information? 
2) What kinds of real historical or cultural events that have happened since the mid-1950s can be compared to events in the novel?
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