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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This is a generally well-researched and well-written bachelor’s theses with clear research goals and conclusions supported by solid and diverse types of evidence. The BT writer himself wisely chose two speeches by King given 12 years apart, i.e. with greatly differing contexts and messages. The choice of these two speeches provides a fine opportunity to examine not only how King changed his rhetorical usage of the Bible during this 12-year period, but how these language strategies fit with King’s changing, expanding goals beyond American Civil Rights, e.g. combatting poverty and the US involvement in Vietnam. 

The work combines literature-culture research with a linguistic framework, with the results emerging as a fine practical analysis of the use of persuasive oratory in the media age. The lit-cult aspects include, e.g. relevant details of King’s life (3-5), the broader Civil Rights Movement along other supportive and adversarial organizations, the Baptist denomination of Christianity in the context of this movement (11-13), as well as other issues emphasized in different ways in the two selected speeches (6-8). A general overview of King’s use of the Bible in his writings and speeches is provided at the beginning of Chapter 2 (14-15). The four main rhetorical elements found to be used most often by King were chosen: anaphora, metaphor, parallelism and allusion. These devices are then each concisely explained and exemplified as used in the chapters of the Bible that King uses most often (15-17).

All of this theoretical and cultural background information is used quite specifically in the extensive 18-page analysis of the two speeches in Chapter 3 (18-34). As mentioned earlier, not only is the formal usage of each rhetorical strategy examined and precisely exemplified with numerous direct citations from the primary texts (including audience responses, which are so vital in the Black American oratorical and musical tradition), but each device is analyzed alone as well as in combination in terms of particular persuasive goals. In the earlier speech the focus is on the Montgomery bus boycott, i.e. strictly on civil rights at the very beginning of the movement; this text uses devices which have a “negative connotation and create dark images.” In the second text, which the BT author points out is in fact a sermon since it is given in a Chicago church, included more positive strategies as well as even more references to both the Old and New Testament; this finding reflects King’s expanding focus as well as perhaps his greatly increased experience in the use of television in the years between the orations. As the thesis indicates, in the first speech, King is an unknown reverend from a southern church who is preaching with defiance against what he sees as an evil system; in the second, he is a powerful media star known around the world attempting to communicate a more positive and ambitious message.

Finally, the inclusion of the full two speeches in the appendices was a thoughtful touch for easy reference while reading the BT, but in the end was probably not necessary. Perhaps citing longer passages of the primary texts as needed for context within the main body of the thesis would have worked just as well. The long direct citations of the complete speeches at the end of the BT caused the automatic control software Theses.cz to indicate a percentage of plagiarism in the thesis when in fact this was not the case (which of course is not the BT author’s fault )

The research, information and conclusions make this BT an informative read for those interested in the historical events or in the use of Biblical rhetoric in oratory. The author is to be heartily congratulated on his great results in terms of both lit-cult and linguistics.


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) What are differences between the rhetoric and / or messages of Malcolm X as compared to King? Are there any similarities? Be as specific and concrete as possible, i.e. what did each man want?
2) Should parts of the Bible be studied today by university students as a literary text or a linguistic corpus? If so, in what kinds of seminars with what educational goals? 
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