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The author's attempt to read the major characters of Hawthorne's novel through the lens of the Byronic hero is her own original idea and can be fully appreciated. What she comes up with is a differentiated character analysis of Hester, Dimmesdale and Chillingworth that makes sense with regard to the idea of the Byronic hero. She uses her sources well and shows that she has read her way into Hawthorne scholarship. The form of her thesis is convincing throughout, although the table of contents does not really reflect her differentiated analysis. Her English is mostly accurate and idiomatic, although this was different in her first drafts. All in all, this is an impressive achievement that is convincing both in terms of form and content.
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