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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

As the marks indicate above, I had great difficulty finding any serious fault in this work at all. There may be a tiny language issue every now and then, but nothing to give it a lower mark. 

This bachelor’s theses is outstanding in several ways: it presents solidly researched historical-cultural background information on orphans in Victorian Britain (not only England), and then uses this data to support clear conclusions regarding parentless children characters, sometimes along with their mothers, in the novels. Further, ramifications of the extreme popularity of the works with the public at time the novel (Jane Eyre) and the magazine series (Oliver Twist) were (being) published is examined. A most interesting finding of the thesis is how social policy was shaped at the end of the 18th and beginning of the 20th century in part due to the popular reception of fictions like these, which placed issues connected to poor, often homeless children at the center of public discourse. As the thesis indicates, the way children are viewed in families and in the wider culture were fundamentally changed during this period, first in Britain, then in the USA, then gradually across Western society. 

The BT author also cites copious examples from the analyzed novels, other fictions as well as other types of texts, e.g. newspaper articles, government reports and other authentic texts, to support her claims about the influence of these discourses on the reading public (largely middle class), who then called for positive changes in the real lives of families, especially children, during this period, e.g. the series of “Poor Laws” (19-20, 42-45, 48-49, etc.), new legislation, policies and regulations concerning baby-farming houses (1.2.3, 4.3.1), education reform (1.2.4), restructuring and improvements in the workhouse system (1.2.2, 4.3.2), as well as in “adoption and fostering” (1.2.1, 4.3.4). Finally, she touches upon the decentralization of control of these institutions to local jurisdictions (instead of the London-centered national government) as having an overall positive affect on improving conditions (58-60).

But this “real-life” methodology (including brief statistical evidence and literary examinations of children’s life on “the streets” [1.2.5, 4.3.3]) that the BT author uses throughout her thesis to analyze the novels does not detract from her literary analysis, which is also featured prominently in connection with the economic and social aspects of the texts and their reception. Along with a concise yet insightful survey of “Orphans in Victorian Literature” (1.5), gender features prominently in her background (1.3) and analysis (4.4). The BT writers sophisticated descriptions and examinations of how orphaned boys and girls were differently dealt with in Victorian society (1.4) and in the novels (4.4), along with her investigations into how unwed mothers were treated (1.4, 5.6) show tremendous broad-based research as well as her own unique interpretations based on her findings. The BT writer gives many examples to show not only how the real lives of these women and children were often much harsher and more brutal than renditions in fiction, but she also examines how literature was changing during the period, i.e. how these “realistic” issues could now be represented in popular literature, but the full revelation of just how bad things were was not yet to be allowed in the polite Victorian society. In one brief example, the BT author quotes Mary Sherwood’s series History of the Fairchild Family (1818, 1842, 1847), pointing out the “many stories in which the children are ‘burnt to death, hung, and other appalling punishments.’”

As my above parenthetical references to pages of the BT show, in her background chapters the author provides solid, diverse, concrete information regarding the society of the time, then in her analytical section she presents specific citations and examples from the novels, other fictions and real-life texts to make her claims, which are supported using the precise tools she has created in her background. This makes the whole BT extremely cohesive and its arguments quite coherent. 

The research, information, conclusions as well as the extremely high level of English throughout make reading this BT quite an enjoyable and rewarding experience. Personally, I have rarely seen these kinds of powerful and professional results at the bachelor’s level. Bravo!


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Can you describe one or two other fictions, TV shows, or films, etc. featuring orphans and fostering? What are some of the issues discussed in these works? Are they similar to issues in the two analyzed novels?
2) Regarding the changes in the view of children in society as expressed in paragraph one above, can you identify any values, attitudes or behaviors regarding children in Victorian society, e.g. of Oliver and Jane, that have been lost but were useful and should be brought back? (Not only regarding orphans, but young children and teenagers in general.)
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