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The author knows how to compare the two novels (and the two authors) in their approaches to the past but does not go into depth. The result is a close comparison of the two characters of Maggie and Carrie and how they relate to their family and to society in general, but what we miss is an intercultural comparison that takes into account the different cultural contexts from which the novels arise: While Eliot leaves out any references to the Industrial Revolution that transformed British society within only half of a century but builds on individual morality, the idea of duty, and a sense of the past, Dreiser shows how one can be successful in American society by shedding exactly these values - which opens up deep insights into the Guilded Age and the American mentality around the turn from the 19th to the 20th century. 
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