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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):


David Lodge’s Small World belongs to the classics of the English College or university novel. Mr Novak’s thesis analyses it with special emphasis on its romantic and postmodern features, and comes up with a convincing interpretation in terms of form and content.
After a theoretical part, which focusses on the conventions of postmodern narration, the subgenre of the campus novel, on chivalric romance and the structure of the medieval quest, he transfers his historical and structural insights on to Lodges text. He shows how the quest is used in an academic setting, how modern scholars are going out to seek for both intellectual and erotic adventures by hopping from conference to conference, how they ‘quest’ for the UNESCO Chair which promises a high degree of freedom, mobility and a great amount of financial resources with the option to waive teaching and concentrate on research, and how finally the protagonist’s (McGarrigle’s) question posed to Arthur Kingfisher resembles that of Percival’s asked at the Fisher King’s Court. Novak shows how Lodge in postmodern fashion embeds his novel in a sea of other texts that find their repercussion, echo and thus constitute Lodges Small World. 
The thesis is well-structured, written in fluent and idiomatically correct English and comes up with a lot of creative insights into a complex text. 



	Questions to be answered by student:
1) What’s the relation of literature and psychology like in Small World?
2) Epic=male; romance=female: Do you agree with these equations?
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