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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This BA thesis is highly problematic – for various reasons. First, it is clearly unbalanced as far as its structure is concerned. Two thirds are dedicated to theory building, while only one third (roughly 10 pages) is dedicated to the interpretation of texts. In addition to that, it is also unfocussed. While fabulation in postmodern American short stories is its actual theme, the thesis starts with a great theoretical detour on postmodernism, hardly mentioning fabulation and why it could become a significant feature of the postmodern American short story. What the candidate writes about postmodernism, quoting and referring to a number of theories which she found in her secondary sources hardly starts to make sense, for example, when she reflects in chap. 1.1 on Ontology, and in 1.1.1 on Theory of Heterocosm. Here, one gets the feeling that she has not understood what postmodernism is about, and that she is doing theory for theory’s sake in order to give herself a scholarly stance. 
Unfortunately, she never talked with her supervisor about the topic she had chosen. When she handed in her first draft, consisting of about 36 pages of – partly nonsensical – theory, the supervisor pointed out to her in a long critical email that most of her theory was beside the point and should be eliminated, and that she would have to adjust her focus. When she handed in the whole draft a day before the thesis was due, she didn’t leave the supervisor a chance to go through her project, let alone to make further suggestions. When the supervisor afterwards checked which points of critique she had considered and incorporated into her thesis, he had to find out that she had ignored most of his suggestions and just carried on with it.
On the other hand, it has to be admitted that the interpretations of “Lost in the Funhouse” and “The Magic Poker” do make sense under the heading of ‘postmodern fabulation’, although here, too, one would have wished that she had focused more on her thesis’ theme. 
Her English is acceptable throughout, though not free of mistakes, and the longer theoretical part of her thesis shows that she is willing to tackle highly complex literary theories. 











	Questions to be answered by student:
1) What does fabulation mean, historically speaking, and how does it relate to a) American tales and short stories and b) to postmodern narration in general?
2) What do you mean when you call ‘ontology’ ‘heterocosmic’?
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