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Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
This thesis presents strong results, with the background chapters slightly more detailed than the analysis. Throughout the entire BT many sources per page are cited both directly and indirectly, and the work employs a sophisticated bibliography consisting solely of academic literature along with many primary sources from Fitzgerald and other fiction writers. 

In the first two main background chapters, a survey of women roles in US society from the end of the 19th century to the 1920s is offered. Welter’s “cult of true womanhood” is explored, as well as the Gibson Girl, a trope which is examined in a detailed way presenting evolving points of view, the GG representing on the one hand “societal cohesion” (in a citation from 1969), and on the other the GG showing a “socially as well as politically progressive […] independent women” (from 2008). (14-15) A reading of Wharton’s The Age of Innocence lucidly compares the possibilities and expectations for women in the 1870s as expressed in a canonical work of fiction by one of Fitzgerald’s contemporaries. (15-16) [Alcott’s Little Women as discussed by characters in “Bernice Bobs Her Hair” also creates an interesting intertextual contrast. (45)] 

The first chapter creates a solid departure point from which the BT author can then define and contrast “flappers and redefinition of gender roles” (18-27). Subchapters on “economic independence,” “appearance,” and “behavior” are  featured. Concise but detailed chapters on the influence of mass media (28-31) and “social life” (32-33) round out this thorough cultural overview of sociocultural aspects of the flapper, i.e. the origins, attitudes and behaviors of this “New Woman.”

The analytical section begins with a chapter on the “women in Fitzgerald’s life” (35-39), with Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald getting her own section (chapter 6) as well as, as one might expect, later figuring prominently in the discussions of the works themselves. The strong point throughout the analysis is the usage of many examples from Fitzgerald’s works in the exploration of the women in the novels Tender is the Night and This Side of Paradise, as well as the short story “Bernice Bobs Her Hair.” (The story “The Ice Palace” is mentioned in the abstract as a target of analysis, but in fact, as the BT writer indicates, only “citations from the story” [10] are used to illustrate the points about the main three works examined.) Events and characters from fiction by Fitzgerald and others are employed, often citing several works on one page. It is clear, for example, that the BT author is quite familiar with The Great Gatsby, which she uses a number of times in various ways in her analysis.

In her analytical chapters “Consumerism” and “Driving and Car Ownership,” the BT writer deals to an extent with economic matters, albeit always from the point of view of the buyers and users, not the producers (which weren’t generally women then, to be fair, nor was economics a key theme of Fitzgerald’s work). This is a bit of gap in the research, i.e. there is little in the background or the analysis concerning macroeconomic factors (mass industrialization, urbanization, etc.) contributing to the rise of the flapper. But mainly, the terrific details from the background chapters could have been directly connected with the points made in the analysis a bit more often. 

The use of citations and especially the use of English is at quite a professional level. It is absolutely clear that the BT author has acquired a sophisticated understanding of broad societal changes in the attitudes and behaviors of as well as the new possibilities for American woman during the decades she describes. She has identified key examples as to how these developments are represented in the works she has focused her analysis on, as well as in additional works by Fitzgerald and other authors from the 1920s and 1930s. Well done!


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) In the analyzed works, how do the different male characters react to the behaviors and attitudes of the flappers and other women characters? Choose two or three examples of male characters from the three works (or others by Fitzgerald) and provide a few details.
2) Can you compare and contrast the ideal of the “New Woman” of the late 19th and early 20th century with the flapper? Is the flapper an example of the New Woman?
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