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	Formatting (citations, presentation)
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	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
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	Sources and their utilization
	A
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	Methods of processing the research problem
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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Strengths
1. The subject matter of the thesis is very interesting and topical, as a new discipline within literary criticism is taking shape – Trauma Studies. 
Weaknesses 

1. The abstract is rather confusing as it does not give an overview of what the thesis is about. 

2. The titles of the sections and subsections of the thesis do not give a clear insight of the logic of presentation and thought. At the same time, the title is too abstract and does not give an idea of what the research question might be. The introduction also does not help in clarifying the aim of the research. 
3. The style of the presentation is more suitable for the publicistic style rather than an academic paper. The bibliography is also not too representative as it contains many online sources and only 10 proper scholarly sources, on two of which the whole paper is actually based. There are also problems with the references: e.g., the paper claims that Caruth’s major work is called Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narrative, and History (see p. 16), but bibliography entry says it is just Unclaimed Experience. 
4. The paper lacks highlights of what the author’s analysis would entail and how the key terms will be applied to the literary sources. For example, 2.2. “Caruth’s Unclaimed Experience [sic]” says: “The book consists of five chapters, each of which analyses different perception of people of various professions” (see p. 17). 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 summarize the ideas of the book, but do not point to how or what of what the author is describing will be applicable to the literary analysis that is to follow. Thus, a sub-chapter on methods and materials was necessary to clarify to the reader how the two different theories will be applied to the two texts of the student’s choice. 
5. The author lacks some knowledge of terminology, for example, types of narrators and point of views that would have been useful in the description and contrast of the two books that were analysed. The student also does not indicate what the genres of the books she has analysed were, and how the genres influenced the style of narration. 
6. Some of the statements made by the author are quite far-fetched: e.g., “It was argued in Unclaimed Experience and proved in By the Grace of God that consciousness cannot recognize a danger or identify the seriousness of situation immediately” (p. 39). 

	Questions to be answered by student:

1. How could you identify the genres of the two books you analysed? How did the choice of the genre influence the type of trauma narrative? 
2. When we speak about fiction, can we fully claim that the story told is true? Is it correct to say that the book From the Inside Out tells us the truth about “muted trauma”? 
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