	THESIS REVIEWER´S OPINION

	Student’s full name 
	Veronika Polášková

	Thesis title
	Fear and Courage in The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane and Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

	Reviewer’s name
	Svitlana Shurma, MA, PhD

	Degree course
	English for Business Administration

	Mode of study
	Full-time

	Thesis evaluation criteria
	Classification grade according to ECTS 

	Structure

	Outline and division
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Language level
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Formatting (citations, presentation)
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Sources and their utilization
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Methods of processing the research problem
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Level of analytical and interpretive components
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Formulation of conclusions and meeting the objectives
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Originality and vocational contribution
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F

	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Strengths
1. The choice of topic is very interesting. The discussion of fear and courage both as psychophysiological reactions and as literary representation in the two novels is quite topical. 
2. The choice of the research material is unusual as the student compares a naturalistic novel and anti-robinsonade. 
3. The analysis done by the student is rigorous and original, and has some interesting insights about the ambivalent nature of heroism and courage. The student finely connects the key terms introduced in Chapter 1 to the analysis done in Chapter 2. 
Weaknesses

1. The paper has problems with formatting. The references are sometimes inaccurately cited: e.g., the novel The Red Badge of Courage, according to the student, got a co-author Wendell Minor (e.g., p. 14). It should be recommended to follow the chronological way of presenting the material: in the thesis, the discussion starts with the presentation of the novel Lord of the Flies though it was written later than The Red Badge of Courage. Some fragments lack references (e.g., p. 17). 
2. The text of the thesis contains a number of mistakes: e.g., “Courageous can be perceived even a person…”, “The first point of the theoretical deals with…” (p. 10). 

3. Quite a lot of internet resources are cited in the thesis, such as Bibliography.com, History.com, Poetry Foundation. Many sources cited in the paper also come from the Google Book resource which is known for providing limited previews. 
4. The conclusions to the paper are rather short and miss some of the important points discussed in the main body. 

	Questions to be answered by student:

1. Could you explain the choice of the research material? 
2. In Subchapter 6 you looked at the common features between the novels with regard to the portrayal of courage and fear. Yet, what are the principal differences in how the two are portrayed?
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