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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):
This thesis is quite successful in achieving its goals, which are clearly related more to the cultural context of the periods described than to literary analysis (with some exceptions, e.g. brief mentions of Madame Bovary and the context of Local Color literature). Using standard and foundational sources, a clear dichotomy of the “true woman” vs the “new woman” is set up in the background section which is used quite productively and extensively as one of the main themes of the analysis of the events and characters of the novels. 

The analysis provided in chapter 3 is generally specific and insightful, with cohesion with the background chapters achieved somewhat by direct references to the authors and sources described in the earlier section, e.g. Elz, Seyersted and Morrow. 

Since the thesis deals mainly with culture, two radical decisions made by Edna in The Awakening could have been emphasized a bit more: Edna leaving her six children to try to make a life of / on her own, and her final choice to drown herself in the Gulf of Mexico. Such content in US literature of the late 19th century was shocking, an effect which was reflected in real-world results, i.e. the divergent trajectories of the literary careers of the two women, with Cather writing only a few decades later, but becoming much more successful in her own lifetime.

To the BT author’s credit, she does in fact describe and explore many of the differences between the two novels and the two women’s lives in terms of societal changes at the turn of the 19th century and first decades of the 20th. Thus the goals of the thesis were met.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Can you describe some differences between the works and life of Kate Chopin and one other women writer who was writing at the same time or who came before her? 

2) Which of the two novels would you more readily recommend to young women readers today? Why?
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