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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This bachelor’s thesis is very ambitious in its goals and its broad range of concerns – literature, history, and intersections between them. First, the Reformation is briefly introduced in chapter 1, including Jan Hus and Martin Luther 100 years later; here quite properly the role of the Bible (1.1) in its various translations takes center stage. Chapter 2 presents a strong overview of the (quite complicated) religious context of the rise and the reigns of Mary I and Elizabeth I (although more context on their father Henry VIII might have been presented). A suitable range of central works of Elizabethan literature (chapter 3) is then discussed in ways generally (although not always) connected to the main themes of the thesis. The points made show a keen understanding of how central works of English literature (Spenser, Shakespeare) are connected to religious beliefs and the political intrigues of the period. 

In the three chapters of the analysis, the focus shifts to two novels and one nonfiction history by Alison Weir (1951+ ). The results in all these works show the clear differences of two sisters in terms of religion, with Mary holding much stronger views and Elizabeth taking a more pragmatic approach (like her father). Through the background presented in the preceding chapters along with Weir’s history The Life of Elizabeth (1998), the BT author explores the differences between the historical record and the liberties Weir freely claims she took with the facts in her later novels as she “let her imagination prevail.” (47) 

The language level is also fairly high. This writer should be congratulated for her strong information in the background and the precise application of this information in the analysis. 


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) In Weir’s works and in your research, what fact or opinion surprised you most about Elizabeth I?

2) Can you very briefly describe the transformation of Henry VIII’s views on religion over time? 
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