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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Fry’s novel falls into the category of alternate history, which means that it mixes fact and fiction and retrospectively (and speculatively) rewrites the course of history. The BA thesis rests on a very well-conceived theoretical foundation built on Hayden White and Elisabeth Wesseling. The candidate in this long theoretical part shows an excellent grasp of theory and later proves capable in applying the most important parts of it to an analysis of the novel. 
In her second, analytical part, that is, the interpretation of the novel as such, the candidate concentrates on the substitution of the historical Adolf Hitler with the fictional character of Rudolf Gloder and the question of what Stephen Fry intends to express by it. Against all likelihood, Gloder turns out to be even more evil than Hitler, and it seems that Fry who has a Jewish heritage seems to be seeking answers by commenting on the German national character, especially the tendency of Germans towards acquiescence and obedience, which makes them easy victims of a Führer character and his propaganda.
Even if one has the feeling as reader that the explanations given in the second half of the thesis seem to be incomplete and a bit one-sided, there can be no doubt that we are dealing with an intelligently-written thesis. The candidate’s English is fluent and idiomatic, and she makes good use of the available sources. 


	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Could you relate the novel to Wells’s Time Machine and the idea of time travel?
2) Which role do the parts of the novel play that are set in America?
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