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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Classification grade according to ECTS 

	Structure

	Outline and division
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Language level
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Formatting (citations, presentation) 
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	

	Thesis statement formulation 
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Sources and their utilization
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	Methods of processing the research problem
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Level of analytical and interpretive components
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Formulation of conclusions and meeting the objectives
	
	B
	
	
	
	

	Originality and vocational contribution
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The complex goals of this thesis are quite ambitious:
· the situation of Czechs and Slovaks under the Hapsburg monarchy
· the first waves of Czech immigration to Chicago and the US Midwest from the mid-19th century 
· the establishment of Czech and Czechoslovak institutions and communities in the region 
· the financial and cultural support of the local immigrant community for the establishment of the independent state of Czechoslovakia in 1918 
· the life of Anton Cermak, his extremely successful business career, and his accumulation of political power in Chicago, culminating in his election as Mayor in 1931
· the rivalry of Cermak’s political machine with the machine of Thompson, including Cermak’s ultimate defeat of the Republicans in the late 1920s, which was the beginning of the complete domination of Chicago politics by the Democratic party which continues today

This thesis contains a great deal of meticulously collected information which tells an important but neglected story of a second-generation Czech immigrant’s rise to become “the most powerful man in Illinois” by keeping “public welfare in mind” (47) in uniting non-Anglo Saxon ethnicities against the corrupt establishment – Republican and Democratic – which had dominated in Chicago for half a century.

The plethora of details is always interesting, however the two main narratives that run through the thesis – the gradual formation of the Czech Chicago community and the rise of Cermak 20-30 years later – are never quite united into one cohesive unit. It seems like there chapters 1 and 2 are one bachelor’s thesis and chapter 3 on Cermak is another. Still, there is a tremendous amount of data here to be developed and built upon for a master’s thesis within a suitable study program. It is clear that the BT author has a sophisticated understanding of his material, including for example the language negotiations of Czechs in their new country. The author is to be congratulated for his accomplishments.


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) Please comment on how Cermak himself was directly connected to the support of Czechagoans for the establishment of Czechoslovakia.

2) Can you briefly summarize how Czech immigrants dealt with the English language in their new country, for example writing their names, titles of documents and institutions, etc.?
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