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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The candidate has written a lucid account of the postmodern features of Coe’s novel und come up with a number of interesting insights into a difficult postmodern text. She has done this without the help of other sources because there is as yet no scholarship to speak of on Coe or this particular novel.
The thesis is well-structured: a short chapter on Jonathan Coe is followed by longer, more general observations on postmodernism, summarizing important structural features of this way of writing. Before she begins her interpretation of the novel as such, she inserts another short chapter on the scientific analysis of sleep and its different phases, which is important because Coe structured his novel according to what is state of the art and known about this subject in such different disciplines as medicine, physiology, or psychology.
The chapter on sleep is also important because it forms the scientific background for Coe’s postmodern foray into - or quest for - what reality is really like, what our dreams consist of, and how in this sense, ‘fictions’ may shape our real lives. In a way, Coe is experimenting in a clever way with a realistic version of the postmodern game of blurring the boundary lines between fiction and reality.
The candidate has not succeeded in bringing this completely to the fore in her thesis but it seems to me that she has grasped at least an important edge of this truth and described it in a creative way. If she is to be criticized, we must note that all in all, the thesis has turned out too short, and that she doesn’t go into detail as far as her observations are concerned. This, however, may perhaps not be expected from a BA thesis that otherwise is written in fluent English and correct idiomatic style.
 











	Questions to be answered by student:
1) House of Sleep is a specific type of ‘campus fiction’ - in which way is this relevant for our understanding of Coe’s text?
2) Which role do ‘texts’ in general play in this novel? 
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