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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

This thesis amounts to a brave attempt in coming to terms with a complex subject: the deindustrialization of Britain’s industry. The grade to be given amounts to a great extent on what one can expect from a thesis on such a difficult subject. The candidate is no historian; neither is he a specialist in economics. All he can do is attempt to summarize what he can find in his sources and present his findings on a few pages.
To cut a long story short: he has done what could be expected from him – showing a few shortcomings on his way. 1) A critical distance and evaluation of his sources is missing. Quite a number of them are online sources, and government sources on top of it, which means that he often uncritically takes the conservative government’s view on what happened in the past. Especially with regard to the time of Margaret Thatcher, this proves to be fatal, for this historical period is crucial for the process of deindustrialization., and it looks different from the workers’ point of view – as do the politics of Margaret Thatcher in general. 2) Although he mentions the time of the Industrial Revolution and the 19th century, he does not consider the fact that deindustrialization already begins in the second half of the 19th century when England – according to Eric Hobsbawm, for example – loses its dominant position in the world market because of its lack of technological innovation, something which repeats itself in the second half of the 20th century. 3) Although Birmingham and the decline of the British car industry is mentioned,  the name British Leyland and the closing down of the Leyland factories in Birmingham is not mentioned at all, which illustrates that his account is lacking in detail.  4) One would have expected that his thesis also says something about the negative effects of Brexit – which it doesn’t because he relies heavily on the government point of view.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The structure of this thesis, however, is fine, and his English all in all acceptable, although there are a number of idiomatic errors and grammatical mistakes. 










	Questions to be answered by student:
1) How do British politics influence the deindustrialization process?
2) Did Brexit play a role in this context?
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