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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

Lucie Ježková has chosen a subject that lies a bit out of the way but nevertheless forms an integral part of English studies: the contemporary South African novel, and Magona as one of the most prominent South African black feminists. All in all, the candidate has written a well- structured thesis that comes up with fresh insights and interesting results. After a necessary introductory part, which introduces us to feminism, South African feminism and Sindiwe Magona‘s life in this context, the candidate focusses on Magona’s novel Chasing the Tails of My Father’s Cattle. In six   convincingly structured  thematic chapters, which throw light on Magona’s novel, she succeeds in highlighting Magona’s feminist preoccupations: the ominous heroine, her pursuit of education, the trap of marriage, violence against women, the question of heritage and the heroine as role model are her focal points.  In this way, she succeeds in pointing out that Magona’s historical novel raises many important feminist issues that are still relevant for African women in the patriarchic society of the present. The thesis is mostly written in fluent, idiomatically correct English and makes good use of the available secondary sources.  
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1) How does Christian religion in this novel relate to more ancient, heathen beliefs?
2) What is Magona’s position with regard to the past of her people in general and tradition in particular?
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