	THESIS REVIEWER’S ASSESSMENT

	Student’s full name 
	Denisa Kusinová 

	Thesis title
	David Lodge’s Nice Work as Campus Novel

	Reviewer’s name
	Daniel Sampey, MFA

	Degree course
	English for Business Administration

	Mode of study
	Full-time

	Thesis evaluation criteria
	Classification grade according to ECTS 

	Structure

	Outline and division
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Language level (besides titles of works)
	
	
	C
	
	
	

	Formatting (citations, presentation)
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Content

	Thesis statement formulation 
	
	
	
	D
	
	

	Sources and their utilization
	
	
	
	
	E
	

	Methods of processing the research problem
	
	
	
	
	E
	

	Level of analytical and interpretive components
	
	
	
	
	 E
	

	Formulation of conclusions and meeting the objectives
	
	
	
	
	E
	

	Originality and vocational contribution
	
	
	
	
	E
	

	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The English is generally sufficient, although, tellingly according to the overall content of the thesis, titles of novels, including Nice Work, are consistently written incorrectly with no italics or with quotation marks throughout the entire work. 

In the background chapter 1 a three-page overview of the campus novel is presented, including genre features and historical context. In my view this is the deepest part of the thesis, and it is a pity some of the ideas featured here are not used later for analytical purposes. In chapter 2 there is a fleeting reference to the campus novels of Kingsley Amis and Malcolm Bradbury, but there is no attempt to contextualize their works, e.g., by comparing them or contrasting them to Lodge’s fiction in the genre. 

What follows are plot summaries of two other campus novels by Lodge; page 16 is the only place throughout the whole thesis where the titles of any novels are written correctly. In chapter 4, character descriptions featuring the basest details along with a seven-page (!) plot summary of the entire novel are presented with no exploration of the events described.

There is little analysis of Nice Work at all in the four-paragraph chapter REFLECTIONS OF BRITISH SOCIETY, which features only the most superficial references to the novel such as the existence of “conflicting views on Thatcher’s policies,” (32) leaving the reader to wonder what in fact some of these differences might be. Such shallowness is no surprise, since the sources that the thesis writer references most often are student works, including a number of master’s and bachelor’s theses.

 

	Questions to be answered by student:
1) Please point out a few ways the results of the social programs of Thatcherism are reflected in Nice Work, e.g., the “conflicting views” of characters as referenced above. 

2) In your opinion, what is the significance of the title of the novel Nice Work? You can express your ideas in rhetorical terms, socio-political terms, or a combination of both.
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