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	Evaluation justification (strengths and weaknesses of thesis):

The thesis was obviously written under time pressure: it was handed in too late, so that no further comments and suggestions by the supervisor were possible. This shows in the partly faulty introduction which is about spirituality rather than the supernatural, and which does not really lead to the topic of the thesis; it shows in the grammatical and syntactical errors (lack of words, incomplete sentences), clumsy formulations, and unbalanced style, which is sometimes fluent and sometimes riddled with mistakes; it finally manifests itself in the faulty overall structure (I. Theory; II. Analysis)  that was obviously changed at the very last moment. History and biography don’t amount to theory! All in all, the supervisor’s copious remarks and suggestions were not considered sufficiently and not incorporated into the final version. The formatting is also partly deficient, for example, when the candidate quotes from the “Oxford languages dictionary” without revealing his source in a footnote.
The chapter on post-apartheid literature is much too short and leads away from the actual theme of the BA thesis. So does the chapter on “Feminism in SA Literature”. These passages illustrate the author’s problem in focussing on his actual topic and his tendency to go on great detours. The biographical chapter is helpful, however, because it fills in the context out of which Magona’s novel arises. The plot summary that follows is too long and only partly contributing to the overall purpose of the thesis.
In the main part, the candidate is handling his topic adequately. He is able to describe the function of the supernatural in a satisfactory way. This main part shows that the candidate has some potential which, unfortunately running out of time, he could not put fully into practice. So he fails to point out that Magona, despite her belief in the ancestors, deconstructs superstition and sometimes gives very rational explanations for a phenomenon that acts as a guiding principle of her people: listening to the ancestors means to act upon rational principles that amount to Ubuntu, the philosophy of mutually recognizing one’s humanity. 


 


	Questions to be answered by student:

1) What does Magona think about the influence of Christian belief and the Christian missionaries on indigenous African people?
2) How is the supernatural in this novel related to African ‘magic realism’?
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